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and religious assemblies by county, 
the literary institutions, Dartmouth 
College and its president and trustees 
(and among other items of interest the 
fact that there are 3,000 volumes in 
the library there). Also listed are local 
academies – prominently, Phillips 
Exeter and its trustees – and the names 

and locations of the Masonic 
Lodges in the state.

And like almanacs today, it 
gives the dates of lunar eclipses 
and tide tables, important 
birthdays and events, and some 
weather observations.

So if you had been living 
in 1807 in Andover, and you 
needed a quick fact about the 
Granite State or the USA, 
Curtis’s Pocket Almanack 
might well have saved the day.
Donated by Tom and Rae 
Voss

The Almanack and Register 
was compiled for years by 
Samuel Curtis (1747-1822) and 
printed in Curtis’s hometown 
of Amherst, New Hampshire 
by Joseph Cushing. A copy 
of the 1807 edition, in good 
condition, was recently given to 
the Andover Historical Society 

by Tom and Rae Voss, who make their 
summer home on Bradley Lake.

The Vosses, in turn, were given the 
pocket reference by Warren Mears, a 
longtime friend and Florida neighbor, 
where the Vosses spend their winters. 
Warren’s father, Cyril Harrison Mears, 
grew up in Littleton, where Warren’s 
grandfather, an earlier Warren Mears, 
had a farm and worked for the Saranac 
Glove Factory. 

Upon the earlier Warren’s death, 
son Cyril found the booklet in a safe 
deposit box. It eventually came into 
the possession of the younger Warren, 
“who thought the booklet should return 
to New Hampshire, and so they gave 
it to us,” according to Rae Voss. “We 
knew the Andover Historical Society 
would be a good repository for it.” 

pages, has a wealth of information 
about New Hampshire and the federal 
government.

It reveals that Thomas Jefferson 
is the president of the United States 
and that he earns $25,000 per annum. 

George Clinton is the vice-president, 
and he is paid $5,000. It lists the names 
of the Senators of the then-27 states 
and also the members of the House of 
Representatives.

It gives the powers of the Congress, 
the names of the Supreme Court 
justices (John Marshall is the Chief), 
the names of all the District Court 
justices and their salaries, and the dates 
on which each court sits. It reveals the 
names of the various departments of the 
federal government and the salaries of 
their heads and provides a table of the 
values and weights of the coins then in 
circulation. 

It describes the Bank of the United 
States and lists all the New Hampshire 
banks and their directors. It identifi es 
the post offi ces in New Hampshire and 
their postmasters, the Custom offi cers, 
and the population of each state.

Also, for the State of New 
Hampshire, it lists all the government 
offi cials and their salaries, the senators 
and representatives, and all the towns 
with their populations. (Andover is 
listed as having a population of 1,133, 
and our state representative is Jacob B. 
Moore.) 

Also listed are the Judges on the 
Probate Court, the Registers of Probate, 
the Sheriffs, County Treasurers, 
Prisonkeepers, and the dates on 
which the courts sit. There are lists of 
attorneys, justices, coroners, and fees 
due the state for various purposes.

Lastly, the little almanac lists 
the militia companies and their 
commanders, the ministers, churches 

The cover of the 1807 New Hampshire alma-
nac donated to the Andover Historical Soci-
ety by Tom and Rae Voss. Photo: Larry Chase
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with a representative from ReVision 
Energy, a leading installer of solar-
electric and solar hot-water systems in 

10 AM on October 19 
at the Town Hall
By Larry Chase
Andover Energy Group

Interested in installing an alternative-
energy system for your home or 
business, but having problems fi nding 
accurate information about the array 
of loans, rebates, incentives, and tax 
write-offs that might help pay the bill?

Then plan to attend a workshop 
on Alternative Financing Strategies 
for Alternative-Energy Projects on 
Saturday morning, October 19, in the 
Andover Town Hall.

And bring your questions.
Hosted by the Andover Energy 

Group, the workshop will take place 
between 10 AM and noon and is open 
to the public at no charge. Refreshments 
will be served.

On hand to lead the workshop and 
answer questions will be Tyler Gilday, 
vice president and director of retail 
lending at Lake Sunapee Bank, along 

Workshop Details Financing 
for Alternative Energy Projects

Vicky Mishcon explains the storage, distribution, and energy-transfer sys-
tems recently installed in her basement. Financing for the geothermal heat-
ing and cooling system included support from New Hampshire Electric Coop 
as well as the federal government.  Photo: Larry Chase

The solar-electric (or photovoltaic) 
panels atop the barn belonging to 
Andy Prokosch and Susan Schnare 
was fi nanced in part by a state re-
bate, a rebate from the New Hamp-
shire Electric Cooperative, and a fed-
eral income-tax credit.
 Photo: Larry Chase
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