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Can we get to 300 
donations this year?
By Charlie Darling 
Beacon staff

The Beacon's big, new fall 
canvassing drive got off to a 
good start in early October. We 
enlisted about 20 of your friends 
and neighbors as canvassers, and 
by mid-October each canvasser 
had picked the names of a dozen 
or so of their friends and neighbors who 
hadn't donated to the Beacon yet this year.

As I write this, our "boots on the ground" 
are contacting peo-
ple on their list – by 
e-mail, by phone, 
by knocking on 
the door, at the 
Post Offi ce, at the 
dump ... whatever 
it takes! – with a 
reminder that it's 
truly up to all of us 

to help keep the Beacon going.
So far, the results look promising. 

This year, we could get close to half 
way to our ultimate goal of having 650 
Andover households donate to the Bea-
con each year. That would defi nitely be 
a step in the right direction and would 
confi rm our suspicion that the Round 
Tuit envelope in the February issue ev-
ery year isn't enough – we also need to 
do person-to-person canvassing every 
fall from now on to help everyone re-
member to "get a round tuit" and sup-
port the Beacon every year.

If you haven't donated to the Beacon 
yet this year, please don't wait for someone 
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Beacon Canvassing is 
Making a Diff erence!

ties to develop plans for outdoor lighting. 
Some of the benefi ts for reducing the 
number of streetlights include saving en-
ergy, enhancing the rural and historical 
character of our town, and preserving 
the beauty of dark night-time skies.

Criteria for deciding whether a light 
should be maintained or removed in-
cluded whether they are in a village 
center, near a Town building and/or 
parking lot, or at a busy intersection. 
The Andover Police and Fire Depart-
ments were consulted to be sure safety 
would not be compromised.

Some lighting is essential for traf-
fi c and pedestrian safety. The Andover 
Energy Group recently worked with 
Proctor Academy to improve traffi c 
and pedestrian safety along Main Street 

Projected Town savings: 
$3,600 per year
By Vicky Mishcon
Andover Energy Group

A streetlight survey was undertaken 
by the Andover Energy Group as part 
of an effort to reduce energy use and 
save the Town of Andover on energy 
costs. The survey and recommenda-
tions were presented to the Andover 
Board of Selectmen, who support the 
recommendations. The Town currently 
spends $7,301 per year on streetlights. 
Removing about half the lights would 
be a savings to the taxpayers of approx-
imately $3,600.

The New Hampshire Offi ce of En-
ergy and Planning (NHOEP) has long 
encouraged New Hampshire communi-

Energy Group Recommends 
Removal of 17 Streetlights

The beach at Highland Lake in East Andover is quiet on this early October 
morning. While the boundary ropes for swimming lessons remain in place, 
the water might be a bit chilly for the average swimmer. 
 Photo and caption: Jay Fitzpatrick

Andover fi refi ghter Jeff Miller helps Xavier Fredette test the power of a fi re hose 
at AE/MS’ annual Fire Safety Day. Waiting their turn are Wyatt King, Delaney 
Young, Trinity Delaney, and Arienna Perry.  Photo: Gretchen Hildebrand

ANDOVER PROPERTY TAX BILLS
As this issue of the Beacon went to press, Andover Tax Collector Jo-

anna Sumner wasn’t sure exactly when the 2013 property tax bills would 
go in the mail. The problem stems from the state being slow this year in 
setting each town’s tax rate, due to a change in the law.

Based on the latest information from DRA, Joanna expects tax bills to 
be mailed by mid-November, with payment due by mid-December.

See Streetlights  on page 2

Building to code is now 
contractor’s responsibility
By Paul Currier, Planning Board Chair, 

and 
Vicky Mishcon, Board of Selectmen Chair

The Planning Board and Board of 
Selectmen are continuing to work on 
changes to Andover's building permit 
process to streamline the process for 
issuing and administering permits and 
to better align the process with current 
state law. David Powers, Andover's re-
cently appointed Building Inspector, is 
helping with the changes.

Andover's building ordinance dates 
from 1961, long before Andover adopt-
ed zoning in 1974 and long before the 
state legislature enacted the state build-
ing code in 2002. Changes are needed 
to update both our regulations and the 

New Building Permit Process 
Eliminates Inspections

Dropping Inspections 
Shifts Responsibility
One signifi cant impact of the 

Town no longer inspecting building 
projects is that the responsibility 
for adhering to the State Building 
Code now rests with the contrac-
tor or the homeowner. This is made 
clear on Andover's new building 
permit application, which says 
(with emphasis in the original):

"The Town of Andover has not 
adopted the State Building Code, 
and has no provisions for admin-
istration, inspection, or enforce-
ment of the State Building Code. 
Nevertheless, you should be 
aware that property owners and 
contractors must comply with the 

See Shift  on page 2
See Permits  on page 2

See Canvassing  on page 3


