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The fi rst-ever AE/MS cross country team fi nished its season with a trip to 
Londonderry for the New Hampshire Middle School Cross Country Champi-
onships. The team - Matt Reynolds, David Reynolds, Cyrus King, and Noah 
Newton is shown here waiting for their race to start.  Photo: Brian Reynolds

AE/MS Wraps Up First Year 
of Cross Country Running

Can't wait 
for next year!
By Brian Reynolds, 
AE/MS Cross Country Coach

Andover’s fi rst ever Cross Country 
team wrapped up its season in Lon-
donderry, New Hampshire at the 2013 
New Hampshire Middle School Cross 
Country Championships. The 40th run-
ning of this championship saw 90 teams 
and over 2,900 middle school distance 
runners come from all corners of the 
state to compete. It was a spectacular 
day to race.

The event features 10 races. Four of 
them are the Large School and Small 
School Championship races for boys 
and for girls. These races are for up to 
the seven best runners from each team 
to compete for the state championship. 
The other six races are for all the re-
maining runners, divided into fi fth and 
sixth grade, seventh grade, and eighth 
grade, each for boys and for girls.

The inaugural Andover team was 
made up of David Reynolds, Matthew 
Reynolds, Noah Newton, and Cyrus 
King. They entered the Small School 
State Championship. The race had 245 
participants from 41 teams. The athletes 
lined up with four runners from each 
team on the starting line and any re-
maining team mates right behind them.

To accommodate all the runners, the 
starting line is 100 yards wide. When 
the gun goes off, the runners run 600 
yards to squeeze onto a trail 10 feet 
wide. It’s quite a stampede.

Andover was led into the woods 
by David Reynolds, followed by Matt 
Reynolds, Noah Newton, and Cyrus 
King. Once onto the trails, the runners 
settled into a good pace. In a meet so 
large, almost all two miles of the trails 
are lined with cheering friends and 
family. The Andover team was a little 
intimidated by the constant cheering 
but ran really well.

The team was led by David Reyn-
olds, fi nishing 60th in a strong effort. 
He was followed by Matthew Reynolds 
and Noah Newton working hard to-
gether to fi nish 140th and 142nd respec-
tively. Cyrus King rounded out a very 
successful day with his best run of the 
year by over a minute.

It was a fantastic fi nish to a very suc-
cessful fi rst year of Cross Country at 
AE/MS. This season saw AE/MS fi eld 
a full team in two out of three meets. 
All the runners improved steadily in 
training and in each race. We made 
friends at other schools and appreciated 
the support of all of our competitors.

The consensus of all who participat-
ed was that they can’t wait to do it again 
next year. 

MV fi eld hockey topples 
higher-ranked Souhegan
Concord Monitor staff
From the October 28 Concord Monitor

Ten years ago, the Merrimack Val-
ley High fi eld hockey team traveled to 
Amherst and hung a stunning 2-1 quar-
terfi nal loss on top-ranked and previ-
ously undefeated Souhegan.

Flash forward to [October 27, 2013], 
and the Valley was at it again, travel-
ing to Amherst to take on the Sabers in 
the quarterfi nals of the Division II tour-
nament. And though the upset wasn't 
quite as shocking, sixth-ranked MV 
(11-4-1) once again came away with a 
2-1 victory over No. 3 Souhegan (11-3-
1) to stamp its ticket into the Final Four. 
The Pride will take on No. 2 Lebanon 
(12-1-2) in [the semifi nals] at Exeter's 
Bill Ball Stadium [on October 31].

"We have a huge history with Souhe-
gan in the playoffs," MV Coach Kim 
Kenney said, "and we have been very 
lucky with the outcome of those games."

Though the Sabers were the higher 
seed, the MV victory wasn't so shock-
ing, considering the Pride beat Souhe-
gan in overtime during the regular sea-
son. And yesterday's rematch played 
out much the same, only without the 
extra time.

Cassidy Huckins got MV on the 
scoreboard fi rst, converting a corner 
with an assist from Olivia Thurber 
14:29 into the fi rst half. The score stood 
until 12:22 into the second half, when 
Souhegan evened things up.

"Sometimes when you're scored 
on you notice players' shoulders go-
ing down, but there were no shoulders 
down. I didn't notice any air coming 
out of the bubble," Kenney said. "It's 60 
minutes. It's only a tie, it's not like we 
went down."

Indeed, it took the Pride less than 
three minutes to respond and regain its 
lead, and again it was thanks to a well-
executed corner. This time, Erin Frost 
[of Andover] found the back of the cage 
with an assist from Izzy Hoyt.

"We put some time into corners (at 
practice), but not a lot," Kenney said. 
"They've worked for us this year, more 
than any other year that I can remember."

Meanwhile, MV's cohesive team 
defense kept Souhegan at bay, even 
though the Sabers responded with some 
urgency in the waning minutes.

"The last 10 seconds I basically had my 
eyes closed," Kenney said. "I heard a whis-
tle and said to one of the players, ‘please 
tell me that's not a corner.' When she said it 
was our ball, I knew we had it then."
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Erin Frost Scores Winning Goal, 
Sends MVHS to Final Four

JOIN US AT  

Bluewater Farm

           Sunday – December 15, 2013  -  3-5 PM        

Baked Goodies & Treats for Sale! 

To Benefit the Andover Service Club 

 

Bluewater Farm - Camp Marlyn Lane - Andover 735-5159 

George’s
Ski Shop

1 Bridge Rd. • Andover
735-5590 • 848-5437
GeorgeFamily@tds.net

Mounting • Tune-ups
Skis & Snowboards

X-Country
Overnight service

Call for prices

We're collecting used equipment 
for the Town ski program


