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By Judy Perreault, NHCHF
At its November meeting, the New 

Hampshire Circle of Home and Family 
(NHCHF) looked at Victorian England. 

As a woman, imagine that you could 
not go out without a chaperone, prefer-
ably a married woman. You never could 
visit an unmarried man at his home or 
speak to him unless you had been intro-
duced. No riding with a male in a ve-
hicle unless it was a relative. There was 
no unseemly talk in front of you and ab-
solutely no physical contact with a man 
before marriage. Where were you ? In 
the English Victorian Era, which was 
from 1837 through 1907.

Queen Victoria reigned with Prince 
Albert as her consort.

If you were born into the upper class, 
you lived in a mansion or castle and had 
beautiful clothes and servants. Your 
pastimes were painting, needlework, 
knitting, letter writing, visiting, and 
charitable work. Social activities in-
cluded teas, hunting, dancing, croquet, 
bazaars, and picnics.

Women were expected to marry as 
soon as possible, and marriage was their 
"career." Intelligence or political inter-
ests were not encouraged. As a married 
woman, you managed the household 
and took care of the sick. Families were 
large and close-knit.

If you were part of the lower class, 
you worked long hours, often in un-

safe conditions, and lived in one room, 
sometimes with other families. Chil-
dren looked after themselves and oth-
er siblings and went to work at a very 
young age. As a doctor, lawyer, clerk, 
or shopkeeper, you might be in better 
circumstances.

Since the oldest son inherited, 
younger sons went into the military, 
church, business, or as an administrator 
in the colonies.

The Industrial Revolution in the mid 
1850s brought many changes to Eng-
land. Machines replaced manpower. 
There were more jobs for the lower 
classes. They had more access to goods 
and a little more social time.

A visual exhibit of Victorian clothes, 
jewelry, fan, hair comb, and pictures 
added to the program.

Our programs for 2014 have been 
selected.

• January: Cooking For One
• February: Not Every House is a 

Home (Outhouses)
• March: Weather Folklore
• April: Spring Workshop
• May: Sweden
• June: Mill Girls
• September: Food Gifts
• October: Program Planning
• November: Memoirs
• December: Christmas Party
For more info or if you would like to 

join our group, call 735-5493. 

NHCHF Announces 
Meeting Topics for 2014

Free workshop 
on January 25
Press release

Anybody who's eaten a slice of 
Andover resident Harvey Pine's home-
made bread at a potluck supper knows 
how great it is. Here's your chance 
to learn how to make this super-easy 
Dutch oven bread yourself. Join Har-
vey at his home on Saturday, January 
25, from 9:30 to 11:30 AM, to learn the 
process, help turn out a few loaves, and 
sample the end result. Bring an apron 

and plan on getting your hands in the 
dough.

Participants in this informal, free-
of-charge workshop are limited to 12; 
please RSVP to Susan Chase at srf-
chase@aol.com or 735-5135 if you'd like 
to attend. The Pines live at 23 Switch 
Road, the fi rst house on the left off 
Route 11 between Andover and East 
Andover.

This gathering is sponsored by the 
Kearsarge Valley Transition Initiative 
(KVTI), which encourages the towns 
in the Kearsarge Valley to develop a 
greater reliance on local resources in 
facing such global issues as economic 
insecurity, environmental instabilities, 
and energy shortages. Learning from 
one another and sharing skills among 
neighbors and friends is an important 
concept in the Transition movement; 
the KVTI plans to offer a series of 
skills-sharing workshops such as this 
one.

This session is co-sponsored by the 
Andover Public Library, which will 
have a selection of bread-making books 
on display during January. 

Hands-On Class for 
Super-Easy Homemade BreadBBYYRROONN’’SS Septic Service, LLC 

For All Your Septic Needs 
 

Septic Pumping 
Certified Septic System Inspections 
Tank Locating ~ Tank Replacement 
Sewer Pipe Repair ~ Sewer Pumps 
Baffles ~ Filters ~ Risers & Covers 

All Occasion Portable Toilet Rentals 
Complete Drain & Sewer Line Service 

 

 

(603)735-4414 ~ Andover, NH 

MERZI Excavation
For all your earthwork needs

Free Estimates
Cell: 748-0327 • Office: 735-5334

Email: DMerziExcavation@yahoo.com

• Site Work
• Driveway Installation
• Demolition
• Retaining Walls

• Land Clearing & Tree Installation
• Land & Field Reclaiming
• Landscape Construction

• Drainage Work

735-4488
Now in Potter Place

S&P AUTO
720 Main Street • Andover

Scott Palmer      526-9528 nights: 927-4629 Phil LeBrecht

Ariens Snowblower Dealer
Hustler Turf Equipment 1719 Route 114
Husqvarna Chainsaws North Sutton
Tanaka 927-4973 • Fax 927-4407

ALL & AWL REPAIR
Outdoor Power Equipment Sales & Service

Harness & Tack Repair

SEND A GIFT!
The Beacon relies on donations for a 

substantial part of its budget.


