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1950, and they spent more than 62 
happy years together. Their early mar-
ried years were spent on Merrimack 
Street in Penacook. During this time, 
Joe worked for Martin's Farm and at 
Brezner Tannery.

In 1963, Joe moved his family north 
to Woodsville to manage Butson's Mar-
ket (formerly People's Market) for his 
brother-in-law, Link Butson. Joe spent 
15 years in Woodsville with Helen rais-
ing their three boys before moving the 
family back to Penacook to care for his 
ailing mother.

He managed Mr. Grocer's for many 
years before the sale of the store and 
then spent the next several years work-
ing for Allied Leather. After the tan-
nery closing and before his retirement, 
Joe became head of maintenance at 
Oak Bridge Condominiums on Fisher-
ville Road.

Joe and Helen retired to Melbourne 
Beach, Florida in 1994 and spent 14 
years enjoying life and making lots of 
friends in the area. To all who knew him, 
Joe was the "go to guy" if you needed 
something fi xed. Pa was never one to 
rest on his laurels! While "retired," he 
worked in customer relations at Publix 
Super Market and also operated a main-
tenance business at his retirement park 
in Melbourne Beach. In 2008, Joe and 
Helen came home to New Hampshire 
to be close to family.

Joe was predeceased by his life's 
partner and wife Helen; his parents, 
Joseph and Ida; sisters-in-law, Velma, 
Marie, Verna, and Phyllis; and brothers-
in-law, Lloyd, Louis, and Arnold; and 
several aunts and uncles.

Joe is survived by his aunt, Dot Kar-
wocki, of Penacook; brother-in-law, 
Harold Martin, of Penacook; and his 
sister-in-law, Jean Butson of Woods-
ville; sons, Harold LaBonte of San Cle-
mente, California, Dennis LaBonte and 
his wife Joannie of Lakeland, Florida, 
and Daniel LaBonte and his wife Kathy 
of Andover. Joe also leaves behind his 
seven grandchildren, Shirley Ann La-
Bonte, Alexis Michael, Bobbi-Jo Mi-
chael, Chris LaBonte, Dennis LaBonte 
Jr., Andrew LaBonte, and Ryan LaBon-
te; as well as 13 great-grandchildren 

Obituaries  from page 32 and numerous nieces and nephews.
Calling hours were held on Novem-

ber 27 at the Wendell J. Butt funeral 
home in Penacook. In lieu of fl owers, 
please make donations in Joe's name to 
the Children's Hospital at Dartmouth 
(CHaD), One Medical Center Drive, 
Lebanon 03756.

JAMES RICHARD GRAHAM (JIM), 
passed away peacefully at his home in 
Andover on Monday, November 25, 
2013, under the loving care of his wife 
Patricia Ann (Prater), sister Nancy Gra-
ham, other members of his family, and 
CRVNA Hospice.

Jim was born on November 1, 1948, 
in Haverhill, 
Ma ssachu-
setts, the son 
of Richard G. 
Graham and 
the late Shir-
ley I. Adams 
Smith. Al-
though he 
spent many 
years living 
in various ar-
eas of the United States where his fa-
ther, a career Naval Offi cer, was sta-
tioned on active duty, he attended 
Haverhill High School and always con-
sidered Haverhill as his home town.

Jim enlisted in the Navy in 1966. 
He was trained as an Aviation Crash 
and Rescue Firefi ghter at NAS Lake-
hurst, New Jersey and was assigned to 
the Aircraft Carrier USS Essex (CVS9) 
home ported at NAS Quonset Point, 
Rhode Island and operating in the At-
lantic Fleet. He was Honorably Dis-
charged from the Navy in 1968 and 
was authorized to wear the National 
Defense Service Medal.

Jim worked in Massachusetts until 
he relocated to New Hampshire in the 
late 1970s to be closer to family mem-
bers who had moved there. For many 
years he worked in the automobile in-
dustry as an auto mechanic and Claims 
Adjuster for Ford Motor Company 
dealerships in and around Concord. Af-
ter purchasing property in Andover, he 
continued to work in the auto industry 
until he became a counselor in the Mul-
tiple Offender Program, then located 

in Laconia. He completed his profes-
sional career as a mental health worker 
at the New Hampshire Hospital in Con-
cord and retired from the State of New 
Hampshire in 2010.

Jim was an avid conservationist and 
bird lover. Driving certain highways 
near Andover, one can see many bird 
nesting houses and resting platforms 
located in remote, swampy areas of 
Andover that he had installed and 
carefully maintained for his feathered 
friends. Numerous bird houses in the 
woodlands surrounding his home also 
provide them a safe haven.

A visit to Jim and Pat's home was a 
wonderful experience, even if just sit-
ting on the deck watching the various 
types of birds during their feeding time. 
The birds knew they were being well 
provided for, and every day was like 
Thanksgiving Day for them. Jim often 
brought out a descriptive book which 
pictured hundreds of birds to be sure 
that everyone knew the specifi c type 
being watched; a very educational time 
and always enjoyable.

Jim loved being outside during all 
seasons of the year. His two particular 
recreational passions were riding his 
snowmobile on the many winter trails 
in New Hampshire and jet skiing on the 
various lakes and other waterways in the 
summer. He was always ready to go.

Being ready to face a new challenge 
and having a strong desire to become 
a fully accredited fi refi ghter with the 
Andover Volunteer Fire Department, 

Jim applied for and was approved by the 
State of New Hampshire for training as 
a Firefi ghter, Class I. He successfully 
completed the course and was issued a 
Certifi cate of Completion by the New 
Hampshire Fire Standards and Training 
Commission, dated October 19, 2011.

When the graduating class was in-
troduced to the general public in at-
tendance and Completion Certifi cates 
were awarded, Jim was introduced as 
"the oldest person to ever start, com-
plete, and certify successfully in a Fire-
fi ghter One class at age 62," certainly a 
proud moment for Jim and family.

Jim is survived by his loving wife 
Patricia; his son Scott; grandsons Jack 
and Max; his father Richard; step-
mother Irene; sisters Linda Haidinger 
(Bill), Nancy Lee Graham, and Jeri Lee 
Smith; brothers Michael (Nancy), John, 
Edward (Jeanne), and Stephen Graham; 
and numerous nephews and nieces.

A celebration of life was held on De-
cember 2 at the Cremation Society of 
New Hampshire in Boscawen, followed 
by a memorial service. Interment fol-
lowed at the New Hampshire State Vet-
erans Cemetery in Boscawen.

In lieu of fl owers, a donation can 
be made in Jim's honor to the Andover 
Volunteer Fire Department, PO Box 
117, Andover NH 03216, or to Concord 
Regional Visiting Nurse Association 
at The Slusser Center, 30 Pillsbury St, 
Concord NH 03301.

Jim, Until We Meet Again, Rest in 
Peace. 

O n this cold winter day,
   he decided he wanted to stay.

W oodcrest Village is the place to be. Whether you need a 
place to hang your hat, someone to put on your scarf or 

simply, a deliciously cooked meal. You will fi nd the support and care 
you need – whenever you need it. 

Come to Woodcrest Village and you’ll know why you’ll want to stay.

The beautiful grounds were covered in snow, 
the picturesque setting felt like home, 

and laughter  lled the air.

Assisted Living in a Gracious Village Setting
356 Main Street, New London, NH 03257

(603) 526-2300  www.woodcrestvillage.com
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Jay C. Boynton 
Attorney at Law 

Continuing to provide personalized legal 
service to individuals, families, businesses, 
non-profit organizations and municipalities 
with attention to detail, willingness to listen 
and the promise of absolute confidentiality 
for over 38 years.   Now considering new 
matters by appointment at 

164 Main Street, PO Box 395               
Andover, NH 03216-0395                  

603-735-5554                  
boyntonlawoffice@tds.net 


