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wrong side of a town line?
The Lions Club Food Pantry Com-

mittee has set a meeting for Thursday, 
February 13, at the Town Hall at 7 PM 
to consider the future of the Andover 
Food Pantry. We want the views of all 
who have an interest in the Food Pan-
try: people who want to help out, people 
who donate, people who make use of 
the Food Pantry, and those who have an 
interest in how the Food Pantry oper-
ates. We want to see the Food Pantry 
succeed, and need your thoughts on 
how that might best be done.

Among the issues to be considered:
• What are the facts behind the ru-

mors? Are the perceived problems real?
• What would a well-run Andover 

Food Pantry look like?
• How would it be run? Who would 

set policy for how it is operated?
• Should the food pantry be run by 

an independent volunteer organization, 
which would arrange for staffi ng and 
set policy and undertake fundraising 
and food collection?

• Should the food pantry be open to 
anyone? Or should there be eligibility 
requirements?

• Should the pantry only be open for 
a few hours each week? When?

• Should the pantry only be open 
to Andover residents? What about 
Wilmot? Salisbury? (Danbury already 
has its own food pantry.)

• Should the food pantry continue to 
operate on the honor system, or should 
food quantities be limited?

• How would access and quantity 
limitations be enforced? By whom?

We want your ideas. We need to hear 
your concerns. The Andover Food Pan-
try is a good idea. Please help us make 
it better. 

How should the 
food pantry be run?
By Dan Coolidge, Chair
Andover Lions Club 
Food Pantry Committee

Myths and gossip abound about the 
Andover Food Pantry and how it is 
run; so many, in fact, that the Andover 
Lion's Club has formed a committee to 
consider the future of the Andover Food 
Pantry and to gather information about 
problems that might exist and to come 
up with solutions.

The Andover Food Pantry was start-
ed fi ve years ago by the Andover Lions 
Club and The Andover Beacon. It was 
purposely set up to be simple to run. It 
was to be something that required al-
most no staff or overhead to run. It was 
to be open, on the honor system, to any-
one who thought they needed the food. 
No one would be turned away, no em-
barrassing questions would be asked.

Now, after fi ve years of operation, 
some people are concerned that resi-
dents of other towns may be coming 
to the Andover Food Pantry and that 
access should be limited. Others say 
some people abuse the open door pol-
icy by taking more than a fair share of 
food. Some will no longer donate to the 
Andover Food Pantry unless it changes 
the open door / honor system policy.

Other people say the food pantry 
is just fi ne, that it is getting food into 
the hands of those who feel they need 
it. These people think that if the food 
pantry were to require some evidence 
of eligibility, some people who need the 
food would be too proud to go through 
the embarrassment of proving their 
need. Why should hungry people be 
turned away because they live on the 
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and gifts. The winning tickets would 
be drawn at the December Christmas 
luncheon.

October: Thanksgiving Pie Sale 
on November 26 and 27 was being 
organized and fi nalized. A letter was 
sent to the Road Agent regarding plow-
ing concerns at the Thrift Shop. Raffl e 
ticket sales were going well. Christmas 
luncheon to be held at Lake Sunapee 
Country Club on December 11.

November: Thrift Shop sales were 
doing much better. New volunteers are 
a huge help. Members voted their ap-
proval for the installation of a new steel 
roof, to replace the old shingle roof 
which was in bad shape, at the Thrift 
Shop. Mead and Braley will be the 
company installing the new roof. The 
Thanksgiving Pie Sale was November 
26 and 27 at Circle K in Potter Place.

December: Meeting took place at 
Lake Sunapee Country Club on De-
cember 11 with 37 members attending. 
Baked goods would be sold at Bluewa-
ter Farm on December 15. Members 

voted to participate in the "Rail Trail 
Run and Ride" in September 2014 by 
selling baked items and drinks. Win-
ners of the "Gifts Galore" raffl es were 
Nance Barrett of Andover and Amy 
Ballou of Canaan.

2014: The new year came in "like a 
lion" with lots of snow and below freez-
ing temperatures. The January 8 meet-
ing at Potter Place was held in spite 
of the weather. Many members opted 
to stay at home, but those who braved 
the weather received the good news of 
the fi nancial success of our last three 
fundraisers. The 2013 Thanksgiving 
Pie Sale raised $1,073 after expenses; 
the raffl e raised $1,178; and the bake 
sale at Bluewater Farm raised $87.

The ladies of ASC wish to express 
our sincere gratitude to the people of 
Andover and surrounding communities 
who have been so kind and so generous 
throughout the past year.

I also wish to thank all of the mem-
bers and volunteers who have worked 
so tirelessly to make 2013 a fruitful year 
for ASC. May God bless us, every one!
 

BBYYRROONN’’SS Septic Service, LLC 

FFor All Your Septic Needs 
 

Septic Pumping 
Certified Septic System Inspections 
Tank Locating ~ Tank Replacement 
Sewer Pipe Repair ~ Sewer Pumps 
Baffles ~ Filters ~ Risers & Covers 

All Occasion Portable Toilet Rentals 
Complete Drain & Sewer Line Service 

 

 

(603)735-4414 ~ Andover, NH 

Fenton's Construction, Inc.
"Don't Hate It, Rebuild It"

• Renovate
• Repair
• Restore
• Energy Upgrades

848-5598 • LFenton_216@comcast.net

MacKENNA’S
R E S TAU R A N T

New London Shopping Center
526-9511

Monday - Tuesday: 7 AM to 2:30 PM

Wednesday - Saturday: 7 AM to 8 PM

Sunday: 8 AM to 2 PM


