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George Kidder recently celebrated his 87th birthday with his friends in the 
COA morning walking club. Left to right: Mary Demers, Harvey Best, Char-
lotte Clark (front), Rosie Best, Frank Haley, Reggie Roy, Roger Henderson, 
Mavis Newton, George Kidder, Mark Broderick, Deb Broderick, Bob Mick-
le, Sharon Mickle, Claire Moseley, Dick Hatten (back), Shirley Currier, and 
Dudley Moseley.

Days are rapidly 
getting longer
By Lee Carvalho
For the Beacon

In mid-February, as I write this ar-
ticle, the ground is covered with snow 
and the weather service is predicting 
that another 6″ to 9″ is on its way. To-
day, the temperature was a chilly 4° F 
at 7 AM.

Yet there are signs of spring. Larry 

Chase was the fi rst of many to report 
the return of robins. He sent me a photo 
taken on January 28 of robins under his 
apple tree on Chase Hill Road.

Perhaps the surest sign of spring is 
the lengthening of the days. And the 
reason we notice it now is because in 
March, the hours of daylight are in-
creasing at their fastest rate. What does 
that mean?

In dark mid-December, we experi-
ence our shortest days: about nine hours 

of sunlight. Then the hours of 
daylight start to increase to-
ward a maximum of about 15 
hours in June.

However, the increase in 
daylight is not a steady, con-
stant change. It begins s-l-o-w-l-
y, and that’s why January seems 
to share December’s darkness. 
You hardly notice any change.

In February, the lengthen-
ing of days begins to grab our 
attention because the pace is 
picking up. By mid-March, at 

Robins Have Returned for the Spring … Already!

Robins arrived by January 28 in East Andover 
to enjoy last fall’s apples.  Photo: Larry Chase

the spring equinox, the change is as fast 
as it gets; the difference from day to day 
is noticeable.

The rate tapers off after that, so that 
while the number of hours of daylight 
continues to increase, it’s less obvious. 
By late May the changes are happening 
s-l-o-w-l-y again as the fi rst day of sum-
mer approaches, after which the length 
of a day begins to decrease.

This kind of repetitious behavior is 
modeled by the sine curve, which you 
may remember from high school math-

ematics. Another familiar example of 
this kind of periodic behavior is the mo-
tion of the ocean tides, or your height 
above the ground as you ride a ferris 
wheel.
Winter Hikes

East Andover resident Frank Baker 
III led a snowshoe hike for the Sunap-
ee-Ragged-Kearsarge Greenway Coali-
tion in late January. Starting at the end 
of Tucker Mountain Road, Frank took 
the group on a bushwhack adventure 

See Robins  on page 25
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