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Classic New England 
look, with views
By Chuck Will
Proctor Academy

Proctor is in the early stages of plan-
ning a new dining facility. The current 
dining hall, which occupies the south 
end of Farrell Field House, was origi-
nally assumed to be a temporary site 
following the loss of the Cary House 
dining facility to fi re in April, 1977.

Over the years, however, the cur-
rent Cannon Dining Hall received both 
cosmetic and structural improvements, 
including a mezzanine dining level and 
(twice) reconfi gured entrance. Over 
these same years, however, the student 
and adult population of the community 
grew by approximately 30%. The need 
for a new, more spacious facility has 
been agreed upon for years.

The key, of course, is funding, and 
a dining facility is an expensive under-
taking! To enable a successful capital 
fund-raising drive, the school has hired 
Maclay Architects of Waitsfi eld, Ver-
mont to create conceptual renderings 
and plans for consideration and future 
refi nement.

Known for energy effi cient, environ-
mentally responsible designs, Maclay is 
currently considering a stand-alone fa-
cility of approximately 18,000 square 
feet situated immediately to the south 
of the existing dining hall with a seat-
ing capacity of 350 to 400. They favor a 
two-story structure with a classic New 
England look and feel, with views to 
the south toward Proctor Ski Area and 
to the east toward the center of campus 
and the pond area. The interior will 
likely feature interactive food serving 
stations at which diners can custom or-
der meals at grill and stir-fry stations, a 
pizza oven, deli bar, etc.

The prospect of the new dining fa-
cility has enabled the school to consider 
related master planning issues for the 
west end of campus, including parking, 
student pathways, open space and green 
area, drainage, and the interaction be-
tween athletics, nutrition, and dining.

Timing? The project is currently in 
the schematic design phase, which is 
anticipated for completion early this 
summer. Beyond that, a construction 
calendar will have to wait for the suc-
cessful completion of the fund-raising 
initiative. 

Proctor Awaits Plans 
for New Dining Hall

Cousins Roger and Jerry Hersey on their Andover conserved property. 
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The Hersey Farm was 
one of his special places
By Rita LaPlante Norander

Reprinted from ASLPT newsletter
Roger Hersey, an Ausbon Sargent 

Land Preservation Trust (ASLPT) land 
donor, died on May 12, 2013 at age 64, 
after a four-year battle with multiple 
myeloma, a form of bone cancer.

Roger grew up in Hartford, Connect-
icut, and spent the last 30 years of his 
life in Middlefi eld, Connecticut, where 
he and his wife Nancy, raised their fi ve 
children. After working for the state of 
Connecticut as facilities manager in the 
judicial department for 19 years, Roger 
retired, and along with his wife, found-
ed Auto Body Specialties, Inc., thus fol-
lowing his childhood passion for classic 
cars and trucks.

Roger was a caring and supportive 
husband, who valued his time with his 
family, and he thoroughly enjoyed play-
ing with his grandchildren.

The Hersey Farm in East Andover 
was one of Roger’s special places, and 
his eyes would light up at the mention 

of New Hampshire and the farm. Roger 
was proud of his heritage and was a 
faithful attendant at the Hersey Re-
union. He was its treasurer for 40 years, 
and in 1997 Roger hosted the 100th re-
union at the Hersey Farm.

Roger’s grandparents, Nannie and 
Guy Hersey, purchased the farm in 
1904. They eventually turned the farm 
over to their son, Samuel, and he in 
turn to his son, Roger. With this much 
family history at stake, Roger was 
dedicated to preserving the farm and 
its legacy.

Roger and his cousin Jerry, who 
owns the neighboring farm, worked 
together with the Andover Historical 
Society to list the Hersey Family Farms 
on the National Register of Historic 
Places, an honor which was achieved in 
2008. Jerry, a long-time member of the 
Andover Conservation Commission, 
placed his 268 acres of fi elds and forest 
land into a conservation easement with 
the Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation 
Trust in 2007.

With Jerry’s encouragement and 
help, Roger began the process for a 
similar easement on his 55-acre farm. 
In November of 2010, this goal was 
achieved, thus ensuring that the pic-
turesque open fi elds and scenic views 
of Roger’s farm would be protected 
forever.

The legacy of the Hersey Farm con-
tinues today, as Roger’s daughter, Lori 
Hersey, is now the fourth-generation 
owner of the farm. She and her hus-
band Tom and their sons Owen and 
Aaron are just as committed to pre-
serving the farm and its history as 
those in the family who have come be-
fore them.

Rita, a former teacher, grew up in 
East Andover and lived in Massachu-
setts for 49 years with her husband 
Bob. In 2012, Rita and Bob retired 
and moved into Rita's childhood home, 
which has remained in the LaPlante 
family since 1929. Rita especially enjoys 
local history and family genealogy.

 

Remembering Roger Hersey
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A unique frame in frame design makes this INSERT REPLACEMENT window a key 
addition to the Wood-Ultrex Series product line. It’s manufactured with all the 
strength and durability Integrity is known for.

NEW Wood-Ultrex
 INSERT Double Hung

• Ultrex  pultruded fiberglass exteriors with the first and only AAMA verified 624-10 finish

• Installs into existing window frame, without disturbing exterior or interior trim

• 3 1/4” replacement frame pre-drilled for through-jamb installation, 8° sill

• Available in sizes as small as 18” x 24” and up to a stunning, 4 1/2’ wide x 7’ tall

• Precision-built custom sizes in 1/64” increments

• Industry-leading 10-day delivery

• Factory or field mulling

• Rich wood interiors

To learn more, call or visit  our 
Millwork Showcase in Andover.

77 Franklin Street • Franklin • TalkingtonEyeCare.com
934-4155 • eagleyedoc@myfairpoint.net

Our routine eye exam includes a thorough 
ocular health check, including screening for 
cataracts, glaucoma, macular degeneration 

and diabetic eye disease.

Accepting New Patients of all ages!
Check out our Large Selection of Frames

and Contact Lenses.

Talkington Eye Care
 Richard L. Talkington, OD

Let us provide all of your routine eye care needs!


