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Wouldn’t solve problems 
it addressed
By David Karrick, NH Representative
Merrimack District 25

For House Bill 1589-FN, requiring a 
criminal background check for certain 
fi rearms sales or transfers, it was diffi -
cult for me and many other New Hamp-
shire State Representatives to decide 
how to vote.

I voted against the bill because I 
didn't believe it would solve the prob-
lems it was supposedly addressing. I 
don't vote for poorly researched and 
written bills even when I agree with the 
aims of the sponsors. We too frequently 
leave the people of New Hampshire 
with laws that do little and are diffi cult 
to enforce.

Nine members of the Commerce 
and Consumer Affairs Committee 
voted Ought to Pass and seven mem-
bers voted Inexpedient to Legislate. 
At the full House session on Febru-
ary 12, there were eight votes taken 
over more than two hours on the bill 
and its two amendments before it was 
decided that this bill was Inexpedient 
to Legislate.

We all received many e-mails and 
letters from constituents and organi-
zations about House Bill 1589. Some 
e-mails were serious pleas obviously 
written by our constituents.

Many citizens wanted us to pass 
anything that might stop the prolifera-
tion of guns, especially assault weap-
ons, that have been used to kill school 
children and others in recent years. 
Other citizens were convinced that the 
bill would take away their right to col-
lect and own guns for hunting and to 
defend their families.

Much of the correspondance we re-
ceived was mass e-mails written by 
groups on either side of the issue that 
only required one to download the letter, 
insert one's name, and hit the send but-
ton. Most of us look at mail that comes 
from our constituents and friends and 
pay careful attention to messages they 
wrote themselves. Of the more than 100 
messages I received concerning House 
Bill 1589, I found only 10 that were 

actually written by the senders. Those 
were evenly divided for and against the 
bill.

I carefully read HB 1589-FN as fi rst 
amended. While I would like to see the 
proliferation of assault weapons slowed, 
I was not convinced that this bill would 
accomplish this. We already have RSA 
159:7, which states that anyone who 
sells a gun to a felon is guilty of a Class 
B felony. RSA 159:11 also makes one 
subject to being guilty of a Class B felo-
ny when giving false information when 
purchasing a fi rearm. Other sections of 
RSA 159 restrict the purchase and sale 
of fi rearms.

The many sections of RSA 159 are 
confusing at best. It would have been 
helpful if the Commerce and Consumer 
Affairs Committee in writing this bill 
had tried to simplify and bring order to 
the many sections of RSA 159. I also 
saw no provisions to exempt paintball 
guns or similar non-lethal outdoor 
game systems.

It is admirable that the Commerce 
and Consumer Affairs Committee tried 
to close the gun show loophole, but the 
solution proposed in amended HB 1589 
seems diffi cult and, according to the 
bill's fi scal note, expensive to enforce. 
There was no provision in the bill for 
funding the necessary additional De-
partment of Safety positions.

A better solution might be to license 
gun shows and/or their organizers as 
fi rearms dealers. That way the proce-
dures specifi ed in the amended bill's 
chapter 159-E:2, paragraph II could be 
completed at the gun show without hav-
ing to worry about the seller delivering 
the fi rearm to an outside licensed dealer 
and the transaction being completed at 
that outside dealership.

I have been a gun owner since my 
uncle gave me my fi rst .22 rifl e 60 years 
ago. I am not an active hunter but occa-
sionally use a fi rearm to shoot varmints. 
I believe in responsible gun ownership 
and use and don't think we have a ma-
jor problem of criminal use of fi rearms 
here in New Hampshire. That being 
said, I fail to see the need for automatic 
assault weapons outside of the armed 
forces or law enforcement. 

HB 1589-FN Posed Hard Choices

A rush of action as 
“crossover” looms
By Mario Ratzki, NH Representative

The Senate Medicaid Expansion bill 
passed the House on a vote of 202 to 132.

The House sends its bills to the Sen-
ate in what is called Crossover with a 
deadline of March 27. Accordingly, a 
mad rush is on to fi nish voting on all 
our bills by that date. This means two- 
and/or three-day sessions in Concord.

A good portion of the bills that re-
main were tabled, referred for interim 
study, or simply inexpedient to legis-
late. Some highlights:

HB 1170: Repealing the death penal-
ty in New Hampshire passed the House 
225 to 104, a strong bipartisan vote.

HB 1620: Limiting the use of drones 
to protect privacy rights on a voice vote.

HB 1625: Reducing penalties for the 
possession of up to one ounce of mari-
juana on a 215 to 92 vote.

HB 1403: Increasing the minimum 
wage from $7.25 to $8.25 an hour this 
year and $9 an hour in 2016 on a parti-
san vote of 173 to 118.

HB 1626: Establishing six casinos in 
New Hampshire, killed on a 187 to 102 
vote, yours truly on the 187 side.

HB 1633: Establishing one casino 
(supported by the Senate, the Governor, 
and 60% of New Hampshire voters and 
yours truly), killed on a vote of 173 to 144.

HB 1307: Prohibiting the State from 
acquiring military-equipped vehicles 
failed on a 195 to 138 vote.

HB 1411: Restoring $7 million to 
Health and Human Services while pro-
viding $8 million of surplus money to 
the rainy day fund passed 185 to 153.

I voted against this bill for three rea-
sons: One, I did not want to re-open a 
budget we had overwhelming approved 
last year and two, I believed it more fi s-
cally prudent to use our entire anemic 
surplus ($15 million) to restore our rainy 
day fund. We were warned by our State 
Treasurer that in order to retain our ex-
cellent bond rating, the rainy day fund 
should have at least $60 million. The third 
reason has to do with the following bill:

HB 1635: New Hampshire was ac-
cused by the Federal government of 
having violated the Americans with 
Disabilities Act regarding mental health 
programs. A settlement was reached, 
and the argument was made that paying 
for it now would save us costs later.

While the argument is sound, it 
does take another $4 million out of the 
rainy day fund of $8 million the ma-

jority has just voted to put in HB 1411, 
thereby leaving a paltry $4 million in 
it. The majority, being aware that this 
was necessary, should have never trans-
ferred $7 million to the Health and Hu-
man Services in HB 1411 and instead 
should have voted to put the entire sur-
plus amount in the rainy day fund. This 
would have left us with $11 million in 
the rainy day fund.

I found this whole chain of events 
fi scally irresponsible, and I therefore 
voted against this bill as well. The bill 
passed 173 to 125.

HB 435: This bill increasing funding 
for public charter schools had already 
passed the House but was referred to 
the Finance Committee and came back 
for a second vote. This bill having a cost 
attached between $30 and $130 million 
was referred for interim study 167 to 158.

HB 1503: A bill that would increase 
penalties for a crime committed against 
a pregnant woman that results in a still-
birth or miscarriage had implications 
over the defi nition of a fetus. An amend-
ment that increased penalties but skirted 
the controversial defi nition of a fetus 
passed 176 to 116, the amended bill pass-
ing on a bipartisan vote of 243 to 42.

Some bills that passed but received 
little attention in the press:

HB 1138: Homestead food produc-
ers will be allowed to sell up to $20,000 
(100% increase) of their products at 
farm stands, farmers markets, etc.

HB 1130: The State would reimburse 
towns for the actual costs incurred in 
fi ghting forest fi res on federal lands in-
stead of at a fi xed rate.

HB 1406: Establishing a list of struc-
turally defi cient bridges and notifying 
towns of such bridges.

HB 1571: Allowing women to breast-
feed in any place open to the public.

HB 1176: Preventing a rapist from 
asserting parental rights against the 
wishes of the victim.

HB 1322: Reducing the threshold 
from 4% to 3% of the number of votes 
cast in a preceding election for the defi -
nition of a political party.

All House bills will now get their 
day in the Senate, where their future is 
uncertain, including the death penalty 
repeal and the minimum wage.

In Public Works and Highways, we 
put the fi nishing touches to the 10 year 
plan and expect SB 367 from the Sen-
ate, a road toll increase of 4.2 cents. It is 
still unclear what it will look like.

I am always available at 735-5440 or 
MarioRatzki@gmail.com. 
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