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hasn’t been noticed or discussed. You 
can’t add items to the budget, you 
can only amend items. And you can’t 
amend a subtotal.

There was no second to the motion to 
add money to support Franklin VNA..

Toby: Why did the Emergency Med-
ical Service spend so little on supplies 
compared to its 2013 budget?

John Kinney, president of Andover 
Emergency Medical Services: We 
didn’t do our annual inventory on time, 
and that was my fault.

Jeff Miller: For years we have 
overspent winter equipment rental. 
He moved that line item be raised by 
$50,000 to compensate for this rough 
winter. The motion failed on a voice 
vote.

Selectman Jim Danforth moved to 
increase the annual pay for members 
of the Board of Selectmen from $1,500 
to $3,000 to help keep them from going 
“out of pocket” as individuals.

Bill Keyser: If anybody’s being a Se-
lectman for the money, they’re doing it 
for the wrong reason. It’s to do some-
thing for the town. $1,500 is ample. The 
motion failed.

Article 7 (with the cemetery line 
item increased by $2,000) passed unan-
imously.

The moderator deferred discussion 
of Article 8 until the results of the secret 
ballot votes are known. Article 8 would 
be moot if Article 6 passes.

Article 9: Much confusion ensued 
over the two different versions of Ar-
ticle 9, one in the 2013 Andover Town 
Report and the other on the offi cial 
warrant signed by the Board of Select-
men and posted. The former would put 
$200,000 in the Bridge Captial Reserve 
fund; the latter would create a new 
Lawrence Street Bridge fund with the 
$200,000.

It was moved to table Article 9 until 
the confusion could be resolved.

Dennis Fenton: I think it’s a great 
suggestion to table this. It’s something 
that’s got to be done. But I think people 
would feel a lot better if they knew it 
were going into a dedicated fund for the 
Lawrence Street Bridge.

Arch Weathers: Would not set-

ting aside this money this year put us 
$200,000 shy of raising the matching 
funds the federal bridge aid requires?

Ed Becker: We need about $1.2 
million in matching funds in about 12 
years, so if we go ahead and delay this, 
we’ve still got 11 years to get to $1.2 
million, and we only need six years to 
do it at $200,000 per year.

The motion to table Article 9 failed. 
Article 9 as printed in the 2013 Andover 
Town Report passed. The meeting vot-
ed to restrict reconsideration on Article 

9. It voted to restrict reconsideration on 
Article 7.

The vote on Article 6 was an-
nounced, failing with 80 yes and 96 no. 
The meeting voted to restrict reconsid-
eration of Article 6.

The vote on Article 12 was an-
nounced, passing with 118 yes and 57 
no. The meeting voted to restrict recon-
sideration of Article 12.

The meeting backtracked to Article 
8, now relevant because Article 6 failed.

Article 8: $150,000 to the Highway 
Project Capital Reserve Fund. Article 8 
passed unanimously with no discussion.

Article 10: $25,000 to the Bridge 
Capital Reserve Fund. After clarifying 
that this amount was still appropriate 
given the discussion over Article 9 and 
the Lawrence Street bridge, Article 10 
passed unanimously.

Article 11: $10,000 to the Revalu-
ation Capital Reserve Fund. Article 11 
passed unanimously with no discussion.

Article 13: $7,000 to the Police 
Cruiser Capital Reserve Fund. Article 
13 was moot because Article 12 passed.

Article 14: $25,000 to the Ambu-
lance Capital Reserve Fund.

EMS president John Kinney: We 
had anticipated replacing the ambu-
lance in 2014 or 2015. At this point, it’s 
going strong and we’re staying on top 
of our preventive maintenance. Our 
fi ngers are crossed for getting another 
two years out of the current ambulance. 
Current replacement cost for an empty 
ambulance into which we could move 
our gear is about $175,000. My under-
standing is that we have $50,000 in this 
fund. The $25,000 in this article will 
bring the fund up to $75,000.

Article 14 passed unani-
mously.

Article 15: $10,000 to the 
Highway Equipment Capital 
Reserve Fund.

Road Agent Jon Cham-
pagne: This article is to replace 
the grader at some point. It’s a 
2006 and is in excellent shape, 
but it will need to be replaced 
someday.

Article 15 passed unani-
mously.

Article 16: $10,000 to the 
Transfer Station Capital Re-

serve Fund.
Selectman Duncan Coolidge: If we 

ever go back to non-single-stream re-
cycling, we’re going to need money to 
replace the decrepit equipment that has 
been used to compress recyclables.

Article 16 passed unanimously.
Article 17: $6,000 to a new Town 

Buildings Expendable Trust Fund.
Toby Locke asked how many Town 

buildings are involved, and the answer 
was that this fund is specifi cally for the 
Town Hall building.

Article 17 passed unanimously.
Article 18: $2,000 to a new For-

est Fire Emergency Labor Expendable 
Trust Fund.

Forest Fire Warden Steve Barton: 
The state only reimburses 50% on the 
cost of fi ghting forest fi res, so this new 
fund would help if we had a forest fi re 
in Andover.

Budget Committee member Mary 
Anne Levesque moved the amount be 
amended to $3,000. The motion passed, 
and Article 18 passed unanimously as 
amended.

Article 19: Authorize the Select-
men to sell two properties taken by tax 
deed.

Toby Locke: Does the Town take all 
the funds from the sale?

Selectman Jim Danforth: We only 
take the taxes due, plus fees to the Town.

Mark Stetson: If the Town has held 
the property for three or more years, 
then the Town can keep all the money. 
If they sell it within three years, then 
they can only keep taxes and fees.

Jim Danforth: For one of the two 
properties, the Town has held it for at 
least 20 years and has no idea where the 
former owner is, so the money would 
all go to the town.

Article 19 passed unanimously.
Article 20: $1,200 to continue the 

streetlights on Flaghole Road, and to 

Jeff Newcomb was one of many who spoke 
against the $1 million bond.

Town Meeting  from page 8

See Town Meeting  on page 10

Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield health coverage for you 
and your family. Strong protection. Strong network.

DEBRA LIVINGSTON, CLTC
Authorized Independent Agent

(603) 526-4513
276 Newport Road • The Gallery, Suite 211

New London, NH 03257
drlivingston@tds.net

Don’t put your family at risk by trying to get by without health 
care coverage. Get reliable benefits that match your busy life.

• Individual and Group Plans 
• HSA, HMO and PPO Plans 
• Medicare Supplement Plans

Debra Livingston is an authorized independent agent in New Hampshire for Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield. 
In New Hampshire, Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the tradename of Anthem Health Plans of New Hamp-
shire, Inc. Independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. ANTHEM® is a registered trademark 
of Anthem Insurance Companies, Inc.. The Blue Cross and Blue Shield names and symbols are registered marks of 
the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Assocation.


