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continue that street lighting indefi nitely. 
(Submitted by petition.)

Petitioner Wood Sutton: The Board 
of Selectmen decided to turn off the 
streetlights on Flaghole Road, but the 
neighborhood is entirely against it. We 
met with the selectmen, but the meeting 
was adversarial. So I’m asking you to 
support our neighborhood as we would 
support you.

Budget Committee member Arch 
Weathers: The Budget Committee held 
a special public hearing about this pe-
titioned warrant article, as required by 
law. No petitioners were present. The 
Selectmen said that the safety services 
didn’t have an issue with turning out the 
lights, so we voted not to recommend 
the warrant article.

Selectman Duncan Coolidge: The 
issue was also reviewed by the Road 
Agent and the police, fi re, and rescue 
departments, and their opinion was that 
the lights weren’t necessary.

Mark Stetson: I notice that the street-
light budget item (in Article 7, passed 
earlier) is the same this year as last year. 
Does that mean that we’ve already ap-
propriated the money for those lights. 
The answer was that it does mean that.

Selectman Vicky Mishcon: It was 
recommended that we turn off half of 
our 33 streetlights. We looked at a num-
ber of criteria, and if a streetlight didn’t 
meet the criteria, we deemed it unnec-
essary. A resident always has the option 

to pay $14 a month privately to keep 
the streetlight on. Once the lights are 
removed, we’ll reduce the budget line 
item.

Ed Becker made a motion to delete 
the $1,200 appropriation from Article 
20 and have it just continue the street-
lights on Flaghole Road.

Lynn Baker: I would vote no. This 
is just messing with the energy audit. 
We’re trying to save money. I’m not 
sure we have an obligation as a town 
to put streetlights up where people 
just want them. It has to be a 
dangerous intersection.

Amendment passes on a 
show of hands, deleting the 
$1,200 appropriation and 
changing the article to just con-
tinue the streetlights on Flag-
hole Road.

Jeff Dickinson: We did an 
audit and determined that these 
lights served no public purpose, 
so these people are asking for 
streetlights at the end of their 
driveways to be paid for by all 
of us. We’re here tonight to ap-
propriate for public purposes, 
not for private benefi t, so I would en-
courage you all to oppose this article.

John Thompson: I’ve plowed that 
road for years and have been extremely 
happy to have those lights there. None of 
them are in people’s driveways. They are 
all at intersections or along the roadway.

Robin Boynton: When these lights 
were installed, the Town fathers felt 

they were necessary. I urge you to vote 
in favor of this article.

Donna McCabe: Could the people 
on Flaghole Road pay for the lights 
themselves?

Selectman Jim Danforth: We cre-
ated a written policy about streetlights 
so we could treat everyone the same. 
We consulted all our safety services, 
and scored their responses according 
to our policy. We’re trying to be fair to 
everyone.

Wood Sutton: None of the safety ser-

vices said to turn out these lights. They 
just said, “We don’t object” – there’s a 
big difference. These lights have been 
there for 70 years. To go against the 
wishes of an entire neighborhood isn’t 
fair and isn’t the way the town should 
be operated.

Article 20 as amended failed on a 
show of hands.

Article 21: Semi-annual tax billing.
Toby Locke: I urge you to keep it the 

way it’s been.
Moderator Dan Coolidge: The Town 

Counsel wrote me that his opinion is 
that “this article is invalid and of no 
effect.” He also notes that it seems to 
confuse semi-annual billing (which the 
Selectmen control) with quarterly bill-
ing (which Town Meeting controls). 
The article could be amended to ask 
the Selectmen to go to annual billing, in 
which case it would be merely advisory.

Ed Becker: All I’m asking is to talk 
about it at Town Meeting and advise the 
selectmen of the meeting’s opinion. Ed 
moved to amend Article 12 as that a yes 
vote affi rms the decision to go to semi-
annual tax billing and a no vote asks the 

Selectmen to reconsider. The amend-
ment passed.

Duncan: It costs $70,000 over 10 
years to borrow the money to support 
annual tax billing. The whole thing is to 
save money.

Janet Moore: It would be nice to give 
residents a year’s notice before changing.

Ed: Previous boards have brought it 
to Town Meeting. Town Meeting voted 
it down twice before, because it penal-
izes those among us who can least af-
ford it, which is not fair, and it costs a lot 
of us money and cash fl ow, and it’s not 
going to save anyone in this room any 
money at all.

He continued: The Selectmen’s pre-
sentation was inaccurate because it 
didn’t include the extra costs of sending 
out the tax bills, including from the au-
ditors. A lot of Andover residents earn 
their money seasonally or are elderly, 
and they may not have half of their tax-
es come June, and if they don’t, we’re 
going to penalize them at 12% interest.

Based on $1,000 of budget expense 
being 75¢ on the tax bill of a $200,000 
property, if the Town saves $8,500 per 
year with semi-annual tax billing, that 
saves $6.37 on that tax bill. Those who 
can’t afford to pay twice a year are going 
to pay $100 in interest. It’s not fair to bur-
den those people with $100 for the rest of 
you to save $6. I urge you to vote no.

Tax Collector Joanna Sumner: Semi-
annual tax billing doesn’t add any labor 
costs because I’m on salary. Almost 
two-thirds of people pay their taxes by 
escrow, so they’re not affected by this. 
We are one of the very, very few towns 
around the state that still do annual bill-
ing. There are a lot of people in town 
who are very much in favor of semi-
annual tax billing.

Andy Guptill: I support semi-annual 
tax billing, I just don’t support the way 
the Selectmen have gone about it. If 
there were a year’s notice to allow peo-
ple to get ready... I also think it should 
have come back to the voters, even 
though legally the Selectmen can make 
the decision. That’s not really the best 
way to do it.

Duncan: We can entertain a lag of a 
year, if that would make it more accept-
able to people.

Wood Sutton was the lead petitioner on the 
warrant article to keep the Flaghole Road 
streetlights on.
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