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Condensed from approved minutes
Meeting held at the Franklin City 

Hall Council Chambers
Present: Alex Bernhard, Steve Dar-

ling, Tom Frantz, Norman LaPierre, 
Myra Mayman, Ellsworth Morton, 
Joyce Morton, Steve Rayno, Nita To-
maszewski, Bob Ward, and guests Car-
olyn Stoddard and Leigh Webb

The meeting was opened at 7 PM 
sharp. After the minutes of the January 
15 meeting and the Treasurer’s Report 
were accepted, the discussion turned to 
Old Business.

Maintenance: With 35 miles of trail 
completed, we are seeking ways to 
handle maintenance (mowing, brush 
cutting, trail surface repair, washouts, 
culvert cleaning, and the like). Nita ex-
plained that the Upper Merrimack Riv-
er Local Advisory Committee (UMR-
LAC) goes before the select boards of 
their towns, reports on their accom-
plishments, and asks for and receives 
some money from the towns for their 
projects.

Could we ask for labor from towns’ 
public works departments to help with 
maintenance? Bob recommended that 
we include this question when we dis-
cuss the maintenance budget at the 
March meeting. After we complete 
construction in 2014, maintenance will 
be our biggest challenge.

Steve Darling reported that in De-
cember we lost our ability to receive 
donations via Google Checkout. Steve 
has solved this by reactivating our Pay-
Pal account.

Regarding our application to Recre-
ational Trails Program for $30,000 to 
fi nish the trail from Boscawen to the 
Concord city line and resurface the fi nal 
mile of trail in Danbury to the Grafton 
County line this summer, Nita reported 
that text of the application is done. She 
is waiting to receive various letters of 
support. March 7 is the deadline and 
she is wrapping it up.

The purchase of a pop-up tent was 
researched and proposed by Bob Ward. 
He put this purchase in the context of 
our shift in focus to promotion and 
maintenance of the Trail after construc-
tion is completed this year. We don’t 
want to run out of steam as an organiza-
tion once the sizzle of trail construction 
is gone.

Bob has found a company with an 

FNRT Minutes, February 19, 2014
excellent tent. Steve Rayno offered to 
ask Pichet Sports if they could match 
the quality and price. Bob would like 
to expand the discussion at our March 
meeting to the challenge of how to keep 
up the energy of FNRT-MC post-con-
struction.

Questions from our last meeting 
about the Boscawen segment of the Trail 
were discussed. Bob will pursue the 
suggestion that we coincide our “Finish 
Line” Celebration with Boscawen’s Old 
Home Day on August 23, 2014.

On the restoration of the Gerrish De-
pot building, Leigh Webb reported that 
Merrimack County has terminated its 
lease on the building. Now Ben Wilson 
of DRED’s Historic Buildings Bureau 
will be working on a Memorandum of 
Understanding with NHDOT Rail and 
Transit to permit the restoration of at 
least the exterior of the building using 
Moose plate funds.

Given our continuing need for 
funds, Myra reminded everyone that 
Thursday, April 24, is our Thursday’s 
Child dinner at the New London Inn. 
Everyone is encouraged to make a res-
ervation, bring some friends, and eat 
heartily, since we will receive half of 
the night’s net proceeds.

Turning to New Business, we dis-
cussed relevant upcoming meetings 
and events. Steve Rayno will provide an 
FNRT presence at the Choose Frank-
lin Community Day on May 10. Tom 
Frantz will pursue our having a table at 
the Sunapee-Ragged-Kearsarge Green-
way Race, whose fi nish line will be on 
the Trail at the Potter Place culvert. We 
also plan to be a presence at the Special 
Olympics on September 27 at Proctor 
Academy's Carr Field. Myra reported 
that the hemophilia society will have a 
ride on the Trail at the end of June.

Spurred by the request of the DK 
Motel in Franklin to be added to our 
Web site (which was approved), it was 
proposed and accepted that we charge 
$50 per year rather than a one-time 
$50 donation for all inns and bed-and-
breakfasts. Alex will write all establish-
ments currently listed on our Web site 
explaining this change.

Steve Rayno raised the question of 
connecting the spring at the Andover-
Franklin line to the Trail. Alex had the 
water tested, and it is clean, sweet wa-
ter. Steve was encouraged to get a quote 
for drilling a vertical connection next to 
the Trail.

With no further questions, the meet-
ing was adjourned at 8:45 PM, with 
thanks to Nita for arranging the meet-
ing space in Franklin. 

Connected to over 2,400 
acres of conserved land
Press release

On March 13, the Ausbon Sargent 
Land Preservation Trust (ASLPT) ac-
quired full ownership of the 54-acre Old 
College Road Preserve property located 
between Old College Road and Agony 
Hill Road in East Andover. A group of 
neighbors to this property, including 
Alex Bernhard and Myra Mayman, 
Fritz and Barbara Hunting, Joyce Jones, 
Jon and Vicki Mishcon, and Lori Cox, 
purchased the land in 2002 to protect it 
from development.

As the owners recently contemplated 
the future of the Old College Road Pre-
serve property, they determined that it 
would receive the best care and man-
agement in the hands of the land trust, 
and they gifted the property to Ausbon 
Sargent. This parcel of land has good 
forestry soil and is listed as supporting 
landscapes under the 2010 Wildlife Ac-
tion Plan. There are vernal pools on the 

property that support native amphibians.
The most important factor in ensur-

ing the preservation of the Old College 
Road Preserve, however, is its con-
nectivity to other land, as this 54-acre 
parcel is adjacent to over 2,400 acres of 
previously conserved land.

When asked why a group of neighbors 
would purchase this property, spokesper-
son Alex Bernhard said, “We drove by 
this property every day. It represented the 
last piece of undeveloped, unprotected 
property on Old College Road.”

With the addition of this property, 
ASLPT now protects 128 properties en-
compassing 10,526 acres in its 12-town 
region. Once again, Ausbon Sargent is 
thankful for the opportunity to contin-
ue with its mission to help “preserve the 
rural character of the Mount Kearsarge/
Lake Sunapee region.”

Ausbon Sargent is a non-profi t land 
trust whose mission is to help preserve 
the rural landscape of the 12 towns it 
serves in the Mount Kearsarge/Lake 
Sunapee region. 

54 Acres on Old College Road 
Given to ASLPT

Myra Mayman and Alex Bernhard (seated) with ASLPT Land Protection Spe-
cialist Andy Deegan and Executive Director Debbie Stanley at the closing for 
the Old College Road Preserve in East Andover.  Photo: Peggy Hutter
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