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Donations needed to 
repair winter damage
By Lorraine Roberts
ASC Garden Committee Chair

Beauty, color, and fragrance. Food 
for your senses in Spring, Summer, and 
Fall! The Andover Service Club garden 
volunteers strive to provide all this for 
those passing by the Andover Town 
Hall or the Thrift Shop.

We maintain the garden by the road-
side, by the Town Offi ce entrance, and 
around the building as well as the win-
dow boxes at the Thrift Shop.

The beautifi cation of the Town Hall 
was the brainchild of members of the 
Andover Lioness Club, since disbanded, 
in the mid 1980s. Bill Hoffman, land-
scape gardener, was asked to provide 
a plan for the gardens and the parking 
lots. Landscape timbers were installed 
around the front garden and at the park-
ing area by the Town Offi ce entrance. 
Lawns were fertilized and reseeded 
by the ladies of the Lioness Club, and 
the forsythia bush by the walkway and 
other shrubs were planted and new gar-
dens put in. We were even recognized 
by Better Homes and Gardens with a 
garden plaque in a contest we entered.

The gardens were maintained by 
a few hardy volunteer gardeners until 
the Andover Service Club adopted the 

project a few years ago. With minimal 
funds and determination to continue the 
worthwhile project, the members of the 
club's gardening committee (and some-
times our spouses) have dug, weeded, 
transplanted, trimmed, raked, shoveled, 
and watered to keep the gardens look-
ing pretty throughout all of the growing 
season.

Many of us have shared divisions 
of perennials from our own gardens to 
keep costs down as we have expanded 
the Town Hall gardens. Local nurser-
ies and other businesses have been very 
supportive with their discounts, dona-
tions, and time, for which we are very 
grateful. One local business not only 
donated mulch this year but helped 
spread it, too!

Other town volunteers have planted 
grass and ornamental trees. All this 
without a formal garden club!

Time and winter weather have taken 
their toll. The landscape timbers have 
rotted or been split by snow plowing 
and should be replaced. Our four Thrift 
Shop window boxes were destroyed by 
falling ice from our new roof this win-
ter. We will purchase new ones.

Spring will come, and we’ll again 
be anxious to get our hands in the dirt, 
planting petunias and whatever other 
plants entice us at the nursery.

Our fl ower budget is limited, so do-
nations for buying new window boxes 
and other garden needs are greatly ap-
preciated and may be dropped off at 
the Town Offi ce or the Thrift Shop in 
an envelope marked “Town Hall Gar-
dens.” Every little bit helps to make our 
town more beautiful to residents and 
visitors alike.

Take time to smell the fl owers, ev-
eryone, and enjoy. Thank you for sup-
port. 

Service Club Continues Gardens 
Around Town Hall

Serve community while 
socializing with neighbors
By Mary Ofenloch
Andover Service Club

The Merriam Webster Dictionary 
defi nes the word “volunteer” as a per-
son who, of his/her own free will, of-
fers himself/herself for a service or 
duty, “service” as the art of serving, and 
“community” as a body of people living 
in the same place under the same laws.

The Andover Service Club (ASC) 
is a volunteer organization whose mis-
sion is to serve the town of Andover and 
the surrounding communities. The la-
dies of ASC work together throughout 
the year on various fundraisers, such 
as bake sales, pie sales, volunteering at 
the Thrift Shop, and recently at Town 
Meeting Day, making and selling hot 
soups, chowder, and chili lunches with 
desserts, coffee, and tea.

Local businesses continue to support 
our efforts. For instance, Blackwater 
Junction Restaurant donated soup 
spoons, coffee cups were donated by 
Hannaford Supermarket in New Lon-
don, sugar and sugar substitutes were 
donated by Jake’s Market in Andover, 
and Newick’s Restaurant in Concord 
gave ASC a nice discount for the chow-
der cups. Every November, Thanksgiv-
ing pies are sold at, and with the kind 
cooperation of, Circle K convenience 
store in Potter Place. Thank you to our 
many supporters!

AE/MS has been very generous to 
ASC by allowing us to set up and sell 
the lunches, and to hold special events 
there. ASC ladies bake birthday cakes 
for Proctor Academy students through-
out the year.

Income from the Thrift Shop and 
the many fundraisers supports schol-
arships and donations to the Andover 
Food Pantry, The Andover Beacon, and 
many other local and surrounding com-

munity organizations.
ASC community service relies on 

the talent and hard work of our member 
volunteers. I wish to express my grati-
tude to the wonderful ladies who have 
made our efforts a huge success, espe-
cially: First Vice President Diane Rice; 
Second Vice President Joyce Egge; Sec-
retary Eileen Mackey; Corresponding 
Secretary Jeanne Tate; Treasurer Lois 
Magenau; and Past President Robin 
Boynton.

Also, my gratitude goes to the fol-
lowing committee chairs: Scholarship, 
Diane Rice; Membership, Joyce Egge; 
Fundraising, Judy Evans; Hospitality, 
Kit Norris; Proctor Cakes, Edna Pe-
ters and Nance Barrett; Nominations, 
Kitty Kidder; Thrift Shop, Gisela Dar-
ling and Nancy Tripp; Flowerbeds and 
Flower Boxes, Lorraine Roberts; His-
torian, Toots Fleury; Programs, Nancy 
Bodenstein; Opening Words, Sandy 
Miller; Family Christmas, Margaret 
Fenton and Gail Parenteau; and the 
many committee members who assist 
each chairlady.

“All work and no play makes Jill a 
dull girl” does not apply to ASC. “To 
broaden and strengthen the social and 
intellectual life of the members” is the 
second part of our mission. Many last-
ing friendships are made among the 
members. Meetings are not only for 
business reports, but also for special 
programs such as educational speakers, 
fi eld trips, in-house auctions, and deli-
cious refreshments.

So, if you are a woman who would 
like to meet new friends and be of ser-
vice while socializing with your neigh-
bors, come join us! ASC meets on the 
second Wednesday of the month at 10 
AM in Potter Place (except July and 
August). For more information, please 
e-mail me at MaryO.ASClub@live.com. I 
am happy to speak with you.

Andover Service Club Seeks 
New Members and Volunteers

Applications are due 
by May 2
By Diane Rice, Andover Service Club

The Andover Service Club is pleased to 
announce that the application process for 
the 2014 Scholarship awards has begun.

Scholarship applications are avail-
able at the Andover Elementary/Middle 
School, Proctor Academy, Merrimack 
Valley High School, and the Andover 
Service Club Thrift Shop. They may 
also be downloaded from The Andover 
Beacon's Web site at AndoverBeacon.
com/ASC-Scholarship.

Awards are based on academic per-
formance, character attributes, and 
community involvement, and not on 
fi nancial need. Graduating seniors and 
adults entering or continuing their edu-
cation at a college or a professional or 
technical school are eligible to apply.

To be eligible for a scholarship, ap-
plicants must have a close tie to the 
town of Andover. Details of the resi-
dential requirements are available in 
the application packet. All applications 
and supporting material must be post-
marked by May 2, 2014 in order for the 
application to be considered. 

It’s Time to Apply for 
Andover Service Club Scholarships

Andover Service Club 

Thrift Shop
Spring and summer clothing 

for the whole family

Our Hours
Tuesday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Wednesday 3 - 7 p.m.
Thursday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

We are located behind the 
Andover Town Hall

and welcome 
your donations, 

your consignments, 
and you!

TIME TO APPLY
for Andover Service Club 

SCHOLARSHIPS
Available to:

Andover’s Graduating 
Seniors and Adults 
entering or continuing 

College or Professional/
Technical School

DEADLINE: FRI, MAY 2
Application forms at 

AndoverBeacon.com/ASC-Scholarship, 
ASC Thrift Shop, Andover Middle 

School, Proctor Guidance, and 
MVHS Guidance

Diane Rice - diane.rice226@gmail.com

BOB’S SHOP
Aluminum Storm Windows

Replacement Windows
Storm Doors

Aluminum & Solid Core

Porch Enclosures
Screen or Glass

Patio Enclosures 
with Canvas

Window Repairs
Screen Repairs

Since 1954
Elkins • 526-6165 anytime

Spring Cleaning ? Too Good To Throw Away? 
ANDOVER YANKEE TRADER!
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