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MV Senior Projects 
on display April 17
By Jane Slayton, AE/MS Principal

We are the champions! Huge congrat-
ulations to the Merrimack Valley Girls 
Basketball team! They are the state cham-
pions for the fi rst time in MV history! We 
are especially proud of our Andover girls 
– Erin Frost and Haley Adams!

Spring is here, and eighth grade stu-
dents are already scheduling their high 
school course work. The students will 
revisit MVHS in April. Discussions 
are now underway as to what extracur-
ricular activities to participate in. The 
students understand the importance 
of being fully involved in their school 
community.

Congratulations Lexi Emeny and 
Jack Newton. Lexi is our 2013-14 AE/
MS Spelling Champion, and Jack is our 
runner-up. Many grueling rounds of 
spelling were endured before we had 
a winner. All students in grades four 
through eight who participated should 
be proud of their effort.

Our school breakfast program is 
gaining in popularity. All students have 
the opportunity to get a “grab and go” 
breakfast every morning. The school 
day begins by walking and talking with 
friends in the gym for 15 minutes be-
fore the day offi cially starts. Then stu-
dents grab a healthy breakfast to start 
the day. Green eggs and ham were a big 

hit for breakfast this week! Fresh fruit 
wraps also were a big hit.
Poetry Night

Students are reciting poetry through-
out the building. It is amazing the chal-
lenging pieces that some students choose 
to learn. Classroom judging takes place 
in early April, and then fi nalists from 
grades one through eight will recite at 
Poetry Night on Thursday, April 10.

MVHS seniors have been invited back 
to AE/MS to share their senior projects 
with the middle school students on Thurs-
day, April 17. The community is invited 
to join us for the 8:15 AM presentations.

Our middle school students fi nd it 
helpful to learn about the senior project 
process and also learn more about high 
school expectations. As a school com-
munity, we really enjoy having the se-
niors return and visit with us before they 
take their next step after high school.

We have started the third trimester 
of the school year. We are still holding 
off setting graduation dates for kinder-
garten and eighth grade until we get 
beyond the threat of snow days. At this 
point, we have had fi ve snow days and 
three delayed openings.

As I write this, we are just days away 
from our spring production, Honk! I am 
most impressed with the hours of work 
that students have put into the play be-
ginning in October. It is a fi rst rate pro-
duction! I hope you had the opportunity 
to see it. 

AE/MS News, April 2014
assists) for a layup to pull the Bears to 
within two, 51-49, with 2:01 left.

That was still the score when Coe-
Brown gathered a missed free throw 
and called a timeout with 27.3 seconds 
remaining. The Bears searched for an 
inside shot, but the MV defense, which 
held Coe-Brown to 30.8-percent shoot-
ing for the game, wouldn't allow it. The 
Bears did get Sarah Curtin (eight points, 
four rebounds) an open look at a three, 
and the junior had hit two of her fi rst 
three attempts from beyond the arc, but 
this one was a touch long.

"We were trying to get the ball in-
side to Jenny or Abby," Coe-Brown 
Coach Dave Hartnett said. "But they 
left (Curtin) wide open, and she's one of 
our better three-point shooters, so I had 
no problem with that shot."

Kimball grabbed the miss, was im-
mediately fouled and hit both free 
throws at the other end. The Bears then 
turned the ball over on their next pos-
session and Huckins hit two more foul 
shots to ice the win.

"When Cassidy went to the line I was 
just like, ‘Thank God,' " Mullen said. "I 
looked at Mayson and we started cheer-
ing to each other and the adrenaline 
started rushing, maybe even more than 
in the game. This has been a fun ride."

Kimball took the whole team for a 
ride in the fi rst quarter. The 5-foot-11 
sophomore scored the fi rst nine points 
of the game as the Pride jumped out to 
a 15-2 lead.

"I had Cheerios and banana for 
breakfast, that's my key," Kimball said 
with a smile when asked about her pre-
game routine. "I was just into it to start, 
it was crazy."

On the other end, the Bears missed 
their fi rst 12 shots and didn't score until 
Ahern hit a hook shot in the lane with 
3:16 left in the fi rst.

"It's the one thing we haven't done 
during this winning streak (Coe-Brown 
had won nine straight) is get off to a slow 
start," Hartnett said. "And I think jit-
ters, being a younger team (no seniors), 
caught up to them at the beginning."

But it was one of the youngest Bears, 
sophomore sub Sydney Fisher, who 
helped pull Coe-Brown back into the 
contest. Fisher scored fi ve points in the 
fi nal 16.8 seconds of the fi rst quarter to 
cut MV's lead to 18-10 after one. She 

Title  from page 48 added six more of her team-high 13 
points in the second as the Bears pulled 
to within fi ve, 30-25, at halftime.

"The plans this year weren't for 
(Fisher) to be a key contributor, but 
when some of our seniors didn't come 
out for the team, she had to step up and 
do the job," Hartnett said. "And she's 
had several games like that this year 
where she's played as well as anyone on 
the fl oor, and today was one of them."

The Pride shot 47.7 percent for the 
game (21-for-44), but went just 2-for-
12 in the third quarter, and Coe-Brown 
took advantage. Schlim scored six in 
the frame and when Fisher hit a pair of 
free throws with 17.4 left in the quarter, 
the Bears had the 38-35 lead they would 
take into the fourth. They couldn't make 
that lead stand, but a tough end won't 
spoil the entire season.

"It was a great season," Hartnett 
said. "Believe me, if you had been in 
the locker room after the Lebanon 
game (a 62-38 loss on February 7), you 
would have wondered which direction 
we were going as a team, but these kids, 
they did the right thing.

"They made an effort, they bought in 
to what we were doing, they believed in 
each other, and I couldn't ask for a bet-
ter group of kids."

Dave Huckins is in just his fi rst 
year as the MV girls' coach, but he's 
no stranger to the Pride basketball pro-
gram. He was on the fi rst Merrimack 
Valley team to win a basketball title of 
any kind when the boys did it in 1989, 
and he wore number 13, which is the 
same number his daughter, Cassidy, 
wears.

"It's all kind of weird," Huckins said. 
"It's the 25th anniversary of that cham-
pionship, and (MV Athletic Director) 
Kevin O'Brien is my boss now and I 
played for him when we won it. So it's 
really fun."

All that full circle history is mean-
ingful to the Pride players, but it might 
take some time for them to process all 
of it.

"It still hasn't sunk in yet," Mullen 
said. "It probably will at 10 o'clock to-
night when I'm in bed thinking about it, 
but I don't think it will be real until I see 
the banner go up on the wall."

Tim O'Sullivan can be reached at 
369-3341 or tosullivan@cmonitor.com or 
on Twitter @timosullivan20.
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for a special gift) can shop for books 
just right for their child’s reading level 
and interests. Children may create their 
own Wish List and post it on the site to 
make shopping for relatives easy!

The Web site has an expanded se-
lection of books for all ages, from pre-
school to adult, and shipping is free to 

Book Fair  from page 48 AE/MS for pick up. All purchases at 
the Book Fair or online will benefi t our 
school, helping us earn money to build 
the collection in our library. To visit the 
online Book Fair, go to Scholastic.com/
Fair and click on the Find a Fair tab to 
locate our fair.

We hope to see you at the fair! If you 
have any questions, you may call Kris-
tine Lane at 735-5494. 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Andover School District

Kindergarten Registration
There will be kindergarten registration for the 2014–2015 School Year on 
Wednesday, May 14, 2014
To enter Kindergarten, your child must be fi ve (5) years of age by September 
30, 2014, and six (6) years by September 30, 2014 for fi rst grade. You must 
bring a birth certifi cate for your child to verify his/her date of birth AND a cur-
rent utility bill as proof of residency (driver's licenses will not be accepted as 
valid proof ).
Parents who are not custodial parents need to provide proof of guardianship, 
or at the very least, a court ordered docket number indicating guardianship is 
in process.
For your convenience, registration packets and appointment details will be 
mailed prior to registration day. If you do not receive a packet by may 1, 2014, 
please call Gail Parenteau, Administrative Assistant at 735-5494.

 Saturday, May 17
All ages welcome!

The fun starts at 5 P.M. and ends 
when the prizes are all gone.

• Prizes

• Bake sale

• Hot dogs, Beverages 

• 50/50 Raffl  e

More information to follow...

AE/MS BINGO

This is a fundraiser for the 8th Grade Class Trip

VOLUNTEER!
The Beacon is a non-profi t organization that relies on volunteers for almost every-

thing. Please do your part to keep our community newspaper going strong. 
To fi nd a role that’s right for you, call Charlie at 735-6099.


