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Strengthen opportunities 
and community ties
By Paul Currier and Larry Chase

Do you think Andover is a pretty 
nice place to live? Would you be inter-
ested in coming together with others 
in our community to share ideas about 
making Andover an even better place to 
live? If you answered yes, then maybe 
you’d be interested in talking with other 
folks about forming an Andover Com-
munity Association.

What would an Andover Communi-
ty Association do? There are numerous 
possibilities. The answer depends on 
the collective insight and inspiration of 
the interested people who might come 
together to talk about it. Some of the 
possibilities include:

• Create a local outlet for craftspeo-
ple, farmers, artisans, and folks with 
skills to share – could be a farmers mar-
ket, or something along that line.

• Establish a local venue for creative 
artists – painters, sculptors, photogra-
phers, musicians, actors. Maybe a sum-
mer bandstand featuring local talent. 
Maybe a spring play. Maybe an art show.

• Help coordinate and facilitate the 
ongoing activities of the organizations 
that are already doing community-
based things in Andover.

• Share ideas and experiences about 
building local, sustainable agriculture – 
facilitate a network of people who want 

to farm locally, whether it’s just back-
yard farming or something more.

• Create structured opportunities 
for Andoverites to get to know one an-
other and to help one another. There’s 
already a lot of this kind of thing going 
on. Maybe there would be a benefi t in 
greater coordination and collaboration?

• Encourage local tradespeople and 
businesspeople and work on attracting 
people with good skills and business 
ideas to Andover so we become less of a 
bedroom community and more of an in-
tegrated community where you can live, 
work, and play locally if you want to.

• Work on stewardship of our 
Andover landscape, for better outdoor 
recreation opportunities for people liv-
ing here and to take better advantage 
of the assets we have like the Northern 
Rail Trail, the Sunapee-Ragged-Ke-
arsarge Greenway, and other local trail 
systems like our Class 6 roads.

• Develop local experiential oppor-
tunities for young people – in the arts 
and sciences, in collaboration with the 
schools, or maybe there are mentoring 
and internship possibilities.

These are just a few ideas from a few 
people. Maybe you have others you’d like 
to add? We’re looking for a few people 
to help organize a gathering of interested 
people in the next month or two.

Interested? Contact Larry at 735-
5135 or LBChase@aol.com; or Paul at 
735-5280 or PCurrier@tds.net. 

Are You Interested in an 
Andover Community Association?

The bandstand in Elkins is a magnet for community events, including this 
one that featured Nick’s Other Band.  Photo: Larry Chase

Belletetes continues 
RPJ’s community project
Press release

Local business Belletetes Inc. an-
nounces its fi rst annual Community Ser-
vice event to be held on Saturday, Sep-
tember 20. They are enlisting the support 
of area businesses, community leaders, 
and anyone who wants to volunteer.

With the purchase of RP Johnson 
and Son in July 2013, Belletetes learned 
of the We Build It Forward Commu-
nity Event (WBIF) and wanted to con-
tinue to sponsor the community-wide 
event of public building, repairing, 
and community service projects in the 
towns surrounding their Andover and 
Sunapee locations as well as their Jaf-
frey and Ashland Lumber locations. 
Community members can sign up for 
the event during the company's May 17 
Customer Appreciation Event or by e-
mailing Sue Johnson at SJohnson@Bel-
letetes.com. It is also possible to create 
an event and register it as a part of the 
celebration.

On September 20, teams of people 
will head out into the community to 
take on their We Build It Forward proj-
ect. The projects may take the shape of 
yard cleanups, weatherizing a house, 
small renovation projects, or painting.

For more information about Bel-

letetes or this event, call 735-2116. To 
sign up for We Build It Forward proj-
ects, stop by the Andover, Sunapee, Jaf-
frey, or Ashland Lumber locations.

Who needs help in town? Help us 
make a list. Does someone need a 
handicap ramp? What about a small 
roof repair? We’re calling on leaders 
and community members to join us in 
this mission. Can you volunteer, and 
recruit others to volunteer as well? We 
need your ideas, input, and support to 
get the word out!
Project Criteria

• Must be something they can’t do for 
themselves

• Has to be something that really 
helps people

• We all help do the projects together 
as a way to appreciate those who 
have helped us before

We are currently contacting business 
owners, families, and friends so they 
can become sponsors and volunteers for 
this exciting one-day event. As the event 
comes closer, we will assign roles and 
tasks to all who volunteer, and it is all 
based on how each person wants to help.

Belletetes is on a mission to raise 
awareness of how everyone can serve 
each other and serve our communities 
with our We Build it Forward Outreach 
Event. It’s time for radical gratitude and 
commitment to service! 

“We Build It Forward” 
Moves to September

For free estimate call 934-2748 or  
998-9990 or visit our website  
soldonsolarthesunisfree.com

We are an Andover, NH based company, 
installing: 

 P.V. Solar Systems
 Solar Hot Water
 Indoor/Outdoor Wood-Fired Boilers

Do the math: The State and Federal 
incentives and USDA grant money for 
agricultural producers and small businesses 
make green energy installations affordable.


