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Thanks for Helping
the Waterstrats

I recently organized and held a ben-
efi t spaghetti dinner at the Elks 

Lodge in Franklin to raise funds for my 
neighbors, Steve and Cindy Waterstrat 
and their sons Kyle and Corey Wiley. 
This family lost their home and all of 
their belongings on February 28 due 
to a fi re that originated in a recently-
cleaned chimney.

I was able to raise funds for this fam-
ily. I am still receiving donations and 
will continue to collect for this family. 
The dinner was a great success. Lots of 
friends, neighbors, and family came out 
to support this wonderful event.

I would not have been able to do any 
of this without the help from all of you. 
Some donated their time, some helped 

from the fi rst steps. And others donated 
items to be raffl ed off. This letter is a 
huge and warmest thank you from the 
bottom of my heart. Without you all, 
this event would not have made it from 
start to fi nish.

You or your company donated raffl e 
items that encouraged all attendees to 
purchase raffl e tickets. This was a ma-
jor fundraising event. We had over 50 
items to be raffl ed off. Thank you for 
your donation, your time, and your 
thoughts for this family.

With the warmest regards,

Megan Sweeney
MegC82@live.com

Thank You, 
Keith Kellogg

Keith Kellogg, an enthusiastic “sup-
porter of life” both as a volunteer 

and by his profession as an electrician, 
was there at Hannaford in Tilton when I 
collapsed as a result of an adverse reac-
tion to prescribed medication. He hap-
pened to be returning from a National 
Electric Code training update on the 
Life Safety Code.

Based on his training as a former 
volunteer football coaching assistant at 
Franklin High School, he immediately 
organized and began emergency pro-
cedures, which included an ambulance 
ride to Franklin Regional Hospital, 
where I regained consciousness.

During this time, I provided my 
name and address. He recognized the 

address as being next door to his close 
friend and fellow electrician, the late 
Roy Meier. He stopped by the follow-
ing day to check on my outcome and to 
provide details of the incident to assist 
my doctor in further recovery.

Thank you, Keith Kellogg. You gave 
me another chance.

Don Gould

Thanks 
from the Waterstrats

On Friday morning, February 28, 
we woke to our smoke-fi lled home 

that started as a chimney fi re which un-
fortunately turned into a three-alarm 
fi re. Andover and 11 other towns re-
sponded in the bitter cold, putting their 
lives on the line going in and out of the 
house, doing everything possible to put 
out the fi re. Due to circumstances be-
yond their control, the house was a total 
loss.

We had no idea that losing all of our 
possessions would have such an emo-
tional impact on our family. The im-
mediate and continuous outpouring of 
assistance of all kinds was totally over-
whelming. We were in a state of shock 
and are very grateful for all the people, 
many of whom we did not know, who 
came forward to offer assistance and a 
place to stay.

Later that evening, we received a call 
from Megan Sweeney informing us she 
was planning a benefi t dinner to be held 
for our family on Sunday, April 13. We 
would like to thank everyone involved 
in the planning and set up of this func-
tion. Steve and I understand the amount 
of time and energy that goes into orga-
nizing an event of this nature.

We would also like to thank every-
one who came to the dinner for your 
support as well as everyone who sent us 
donations. Having never experienced 
such a disaster like this before in our 
lives, we were humbled to learn a very 
valuable life’s lesson: It is much easier 
to give than to receive.

Thank you again to the emergen-
cy medical team, all the fi refi ghters, 
family, and friends for your continued 
support.

Thank you, also, to the following do-
nors for the food, paper products, raffl e 
items, etc. (per the list provided by Me-
gan Sweeney):

Kevin and Cindy Conway; The 
Barley House, Concord; Pizza Chef, 
Andover, New London, and Franklin; 
Uno’s, Tilton; 99 Restaurant, Tilton; 
Cheers, Concord; Poulin Property 
Maintenance; Bensons, Franklin; Al-
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Your opinion matters! Please 
send a letter to the Beacon 
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local matters. Our readers want 
and need to hear your voice!
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