
The Andover Beacon • May 2014 • Page 17

735-6099 Mail@AndoverBeacon.com AndoverBeacon.com

Andover Historical Society 
Needs Volunteer Stationmasters

Minding the Potter Place 
museum is fascinating work.
By Carly Strathdee, former Beacon intern

Interested visitors and exciting sto-
ries drive experienced Andover Histor-
ical Society volunteers to work as sta-
tionmasters at the Society's Potter Place 
museum during the summer months, 
but more volunteers are desperately 
needed to keep the museum open.

The village of Potter Place used to be 
one of the hubs of Andover, home of a 
general store, a hotel, transportation sta-
bles, and most importantly, a train station, 
part of the Boston and Maine Railroad. 
The last train ran in 1965, but thanks to 
the Andover Historical Society, the Pot-
ter Place train station and its museum of 
Andover and railroad history is still open 
on weekends from Memorial Day to Co-
lumbus Day to interested Andover resi-
dents and visitors.

The railway was constructed in 1848 
and ran straight through the homestead 
of famed magician and ventriloquist 
Richard Potter. The station at "Potter's 
Place" became vital to the area, as it 
brought in students, farmers, business-
men, and tourists. With the recent con-
struction of the Northern Rail Trail on 
the old rail bed, tourists still make their 
way through Potter Place on bikes and 
on foot, exploring the countryside.

Pat Cutter, president of the Andover 
Historical Society, and her team of vol-
unteers maintain both the general store 
and the Potter Place museum during the 
summer and fall, offering a glimpse into 
the history of Andover. Willing residents 
act as stationmasters, volunteering a few 
hours each summer to sit in the offi ce, 
watch over the building, and answer any 
questions visitors may have.

"The stationmaster's offi ce is just the 
way it would have looked," Pat notes. 
"I give our volunteer stationmasters an 
orientation, and we have all the infor-
mation hanging on the walls. If it's a 
nice day and there are people around, 
it can be a very fun time for the station-
masters. There are still people who live 
here who remember taking the train 
down to Franklin to see the movies."

As such a large contributor to the 
Andover community, many longtime 
residents have fond memories surround-
ing Potter Place, but some tourists have 
stories as well. Pat recalls, "The grand-
daughter of the last real stationmaster in 
Potter Place lives out of state, but she was 
back visiting, and she came to the muse-
um and shared her memories of coming 
here when her grandfather was working."

To learn more about volunteering as 
a stationmaster in the Potter Place mu-
seum, contact Pat Cutter at 735-5628 or 
Pres@AndoverHistory.org. 

Dalphond Brothers’ new 
mill opens on the Plains

Here’s some old news from the 
Andover, East Andover, West Andover, 
Potter Place, and Cilleyville “gossip” 
columns of the Franklin Journal Tran-
script, selected by Heather Makechnie.
May 7, 1964

Proctor raised $1,250 in its Annual 
Chest Week. This year’s chair, Rick 
Rust, announced that next year’s stu-
dent council will determine how the 
money will be divided amongst 30 
charitable organizations.

The Andover Citizens Fire Compa-
ny was called out last Friday to put out 
the dump fi re.

The Youth Fellowship Group spon-
sored a fi shing derby recently, with 40 
children in attendance. Lynn Arnold 
Kelsey won the fi rst prize for catching 
the fi rst fi ve fi sh and also the biggest 
one. Gary and Twila Currier and Re-
becca Kelsey also won prizes. The fi sh 
the children caught were cooked for 
their dinner, which was enjoyed by all. 
Fish and Game Warden Dan Tibbetts 
was on hand to show the children how 
to dress a fi sh. Parents giving a hand 
were Reverend Kelsey, Richard Day, 
Carolyn Currier, Carl Meier, and Tina 
Willis. The adults had as much fun 
watching as the children had fi shing.
May 14, 1964

Dalphond Brothers’ crew started 
work at the mill just fi nished on the 
Plains. The old mill burnt last fall, and 
the crew worked in Grafton until the 
new mill was fi nished.

John Keyser, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Allan Keyser, had an operation on his 
neck last week at the Concord Hospital.

Andover and Proctor Academy’s 
fi re trucks were called to Wilmot Flat 
early last Saturday to help fi ght a fi re at 

a home there.
Bobby Currier was taken to the New 

London Hospital last Friday suffering 
from burns from the radiator of a car 
he was repairing at Currier and Phelps 
Garage.
May 21, 1964

The Andover Women’s Bowling 
League annual banquet was held at the 
New Hampshire Highway Hotel on 
Saturday, May 9. There were 94 mem-
bers and guests present. Over 40 wom-
en are signed up to be regular bowlers 
next year. Contact new president Sylvia 
Minard if you wish to join.

The Andover Citizens Fire Compa-
ny and trucks were called to Flaghole 
on Saturday, May 16, to a brush fi re in 
Richard Thorne’s fi eld.

The Ladies Aid meeting was can-
celled last week due to so many mumps 
and measles around the homes.
May 28, 1964

Congratulations go to Mr. and Mrs. 
William Lewis on the birth of a daugh-
ter on May 17, and to Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Hutchinson on the birth of a 
daughter on May 18, both at New Lon-
don Hospital.

Boy Scout Troop 281 attended the Dis-
tress Camporee in Holderness over the 
weekend. Eighteen boys and their leader, 
Howard George, left Friday evening and 
returned Sunday afternoon, a very tired 
group. The boys built a rustic shelter and 
won the Charity Race while there.

Congratulations go to Mr. and Mrs. 
Walter Locke, Jr. of Derry on the birth 
of a daughter born at Laconia Hospital 
recently. Sara Lee joins a brother, Toby.

Fift y Years Ago: May 1964

TRAINING/ORIENTATION PROVIDED

For additional information: Pat Cutter
735-5628 • Pres@andoverhistory.org

Become a Stationmaster
at the

Potter Place Railroad Station
Help the Andover Historical Society keep its 
Museum and General Store open to the public 
on weekends between May and October 2013

HELP
WANTED

MMeMeMeMeMe tetet aa ddndnd ggrere tetet iii tntnterrer--
eeeeesesting people, includingggggg 
rrrrarailroad buff s from everyy-y---
wwwwwhere!

WWWWork 2-1/2 hour shifts onnnnn
SSSSSat. or Sun. perhaps twiceceeee 
pppppper year.

CCCCChat with folks passinggggg 
bbbbyby on the Rail Trail.

Andover Historical SocietyAndover Historical Society

Call for pick up:
Bill Cutter - 735-5628

Ed Hiller - 735-5690

Arch Weathers - 735-5989

Chris Norris - 735-5120

Tim Norris - 735-5369

Andover Old Time Fair • Sunday, August 3, 2014 at Potter Place

Donate your unwanted items to the 

Andover Old Time Fair Auction & Flea Market!
Help make the fair a success while supporting

The Andover Historical Society.Spring 
cleaning?

T H E  15 T H! ! ! ! !
Please have everything to the 

Beacon by the 15th of each month! 


