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in high school when she was a student 
assistant at Jenkins School of Dance 
and Gymnastics. Her talent in this area 
is easily seen, as her talent for the pag-
eant is a mix of dance, gymnastics, and 
various entertainment techniques.

Most people are familiar with the 
Miss America program, consisting of 
talent, question, gown, and bathing suit 
competitions. While the bathing suit 
competition is more than likely what 
people will walk away with a memory 
of, there is much more to the story than 
that.

Thousands of dollars in scholarships 
are awarded to many, many girls com-
peting in smaller regional programs. 
Brooke has gotten over $2,000 of schol-
arships towards her student expenses. 
The Miss America program has expo-
nentially helped Brooke in achieving 
her goals for graduate studies as well as 
making her dream of getting a doctor-
ate in Mind, Brain, and Education stud-
ies a much more reachable task.

I talked to Brooke a little about what 
the four points of the crown meant to 
her, as I’m sure they mean something a 
little different to every contestant.

“Style and Success are how you per-
ceive them, for example, I see style as 
how I carry myself, throughout how 
I act, to the clothes I wear, and how I 
want others to see me. Success is about 
reaching my goals and dreams and re-
minding myself that anything is pos-
sible. Services are more laid out in what 
Miss America believes, but also you as 
an individual, how do you help your 
community and support those around 
you?” Can you fi nd a better contestant?

If you want to help Brooke into the 
top ten, go to Facebook.com/MissNH and 
vote her in! The competition will be 
held at the Stockbridge Theater in Der-
ry, New Hampshire, and the fi rst two 
nights are only $10. You can call 437-
9027 to order tickets.

The fi nal show will be aired on 
WMUR on Saturday, May 3, so be sure 
to tune in and cheer on your favorite lo-
cal contestant! 
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May 17 at 5 PM 
in the gym
By Carmen Bates, AE/MS PTO

How do I write an article on the 
eighth grade class going to New York 
for what will be the last celebration of 
them as a group? I went to AE/MS one 
morning to talk to the students, and as 
I looked at them sitting in their desks I 
thought, "These cannot be the group of 
children going to New York City with-
out their parents!"

Before me sat 18 young adults who, 
only 10 years ago, were my very fi rst 
preschool class. More than half of the 
eighth graders went together to the lit-
tle school on the hill with Ms. Doreen, 
Ms. Becky, and myself. I can remem-
ber them so small like it was yesterday, 
and now after being a group for many 
years, they will begin a new journey 
that requires them to go in different 
directions. This group will be attend-
ing different schools, meeting differ-
ent friends, joining new clubs and new 
school environments.

It is all very exciting, and how bet-
ter to send them off then with a trip, a 
celebration, a time full of laughter and 
memories to last them a lifetime!

The eighth grade class will travel 
to New York City to visit The Intrepid 
Sea, Air and Space Museum and the 
National September 11 Memorial and 
Museum. They may visit other attrac-
tions as well, depending on funds. They 
will fi nish the trip with a visit to the Six 
Flags Park in Agawam, Massachusetts.

The money for this trip is raised by 
the students, parents, and staff. The stu-
dents and parents have decided to have 
a fun community prize bingo night to 
help raise the funds. When I asked the 
students who would help, every one of 

them said they would. They had ideas 
to help create the event, and many of 
them show much excitement to make it 
happen.

The Eighth Grade Community 
Bingo Night will take place on Satur-
day, May 17, at 5 PM in the AE/MS 
gym. There will be hot dogs, popcorn, 
drinks, and baked goods to buy.

Everyone is invited! There will be 
babysitting for younger children. They 
will have their own bingo games and 
prizes.

Also at the event the students will be 
duct taping Mr. Tucker to the wall. Pay 
for a strip of duct tape, and let’s get him 
hanging on the wall!

I spent the morning with our eighth 
graders and asked them what they were 
looking forward to about the trip, and 
here is what they said:

“I’ve never been to the city part of 
New York or stayed in a hotel,” Bret 
said.

“I’m looking forward to seeing 9/11 
ground zero and seeing it with my 
friends,” Tiffany said.

“I’m looking forward to the focus 
being on us, meaning the small group 
of eighth graders at AE/MS rather than 
the whole school of AE/MS,” Noah 
said.

“I’ve traveled a lot, but I am looking 
forward to traveling with my friends in-
stead of my family,” Scout said.

“I’m looking forward to the time 
with my friends,” Alex said.

Finn’s thoughts on Mr. Tucker being 
duct taped to the wall: “He should have 
to wear footed pajamas.”

Come enjoy our community Bingo 
night! Support our students in their ef-
forts, and let us all celebrate, love, and 
come together to raise money for their 
last time together. 

Eighth Grade Bingo Night to 
Raise Funds for NYC Trip

Students memorize speech 
for 150th anniversary
By Jim Tucker and Heidi Unger, AE/MS

Some of the most famous words that 
everyone can recollect from their United 
States history knowledge are "Four score 
and seven years ago..." Those words 
bring forward the image of Abraham 
Lincoln standing tall in his tall black hat.

On the 150th anniversary of this great 
speech, historian and documentary fi lm-
maker Ken Burns of Walpole has cre-
ated a movement to pay respect to the 
Gettysburg Address. Students, actors, 
and politicians are all reciting the Get-
tysburg address and sharing their recita-
tions through LearnTheAddress.org.

Sixth and eighth grade classes at 
Andover Middle School have gotten 
caught up in this American history ex-
citement and created and posted their 
versions at AndoverBeacon.com/Gettys-
burg6 and AndoverBeacon.com/Gettys-
burg8. The classes discussed the im-
portance and meaning of the words in 
the speech and how they contributed to 
shaping our great nation.

Bolstered by the vision of a great 
leader like Abraham Lincoln, the stu-
dents made very inspiring videos. Mr. 
Tucker and Mrs. Unger worked with the 
students on this project.

It's not too late to get caught up in 
the movement. Ken Burns and PBS 
encourage everyone to recite, fi lm, and 
share their video, too. 

The Gett ysburg Address 
Comes Alive at AE/MS

The AE/MS Kindness Club has come to an end for the school year. Stu-
dents worked hard in spreading kindness all year long and making their 
community a kinder place. Things the students did throughout the year 
included High Five Fridays, where students randomly high-fi ve another stu-
dent or staff member; passed Kindness Cards to random students just to 
tell them how special they are; made Kindness Chains, and sent get-well 
cards to children in hospitals. We even baked goodies just to show our ap-
preciation for the policemen, Town Hall personnel, post offi ce, and fi re de-
partment. Next year will be just as productive as this year! Looking forward 
to it! Caption: Deana Crucitti.  Photo: Jen Bent

Main Street, New London
(Across from the Gazebo)

363 Days A Year To Serve You...
Ice Creams • Ice Cream Cakes
Yogurts • Sorbets • Brownies &

Cookies • Gourmet Coffees & Hot
Chocolates • Cafe au Lait • Latte
Flavored & Regular Caf & Decaf

Herb & Regular Bigelow Teas
Espressos & Cappuccinos

526-9477
WINTER HOURS

Sun-Thur 11:30 to at least 8
Fri & Sat 11:30 to at least 9


