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Our Common Role in Andover’s Abundant, Clean Water
Town is fortunate to have 
several water bodies
By the Andover Conservation 
Commission

As summer approaches, and as we 
welcome seasonal residents back to 
Andover, we become more aware of 
how fortunate Andover is to have with-
in its borders several bodies of fresh 
water that contribute to our quality of 
life in many ways.

To remind Beacon readers of our 
common role in assuring continuing 
abundant clean water, the Andover Con-
servation Commission has prepared a 
series of three Q&A articles, beginning 
with this one. The articles will continue 
in July, with a focus on what residents 
and visitors can do to help preserve our 
lakes, ponds, rivers, and streams; and in 
August, with a focus on lake-friendly 

boating and recreation practices.
Q: What water bodies are most im-

portant to the town?
A: In order of decreasing size, our 

principal lakes and ponds include:
• Highland Lake, at 211 acres, 

a cold-water lake in East Andover, 
stocked annually with trout, with a pub-
lic beach for residents and a designated 
boat landing

• Bradley Lake, at 170 acres, a 
warm-water lake that provides drinking 
water to Proctor Academy, the Andover 
Elementary/Middle School, and about 
125 homes in Andover Village, with an 
informal boat put-in, a 30-horsepower 
motor limit, and several other posted 
restrictions

• Elbow Pond, 62 acres, a warm-
water pond with no designated public 
access, but small boats allowed

• Adder (or Hopkins) Pond, 26 

acres, warm-water, informal put-in, 
surrounded by Proctor Academy lands, 
camping permitted with permission 
from the Proctor land use manager at 
735-6255

• Horseshoe Pond, 18.5 acres, 
warm-water, no public boating access, 
now divided by a railroad bed (part of 
the Northern Rail Trail) that provides 
good views and fi shing access

• Cole Pond, 14.8 acres, warm-water, 
no public access, surrounded by Ragged 
Mountain Fish and Game Club property

There's also a major river, the 
Blackwater, running west to east for 
more than 10 miles in the eastern half 
of Andover before turning south into 
Salisbury and eventually merging 
with the Contoocook River and then 
the Merrimack. Five of Andover's six 
principal lakes or ponds drain into the 
Blackwater. Highland Lake drains to 
the Pemigewasset River, which merges 
with the Winnipesaukee in Franklin to 
become the Merrimack.

Q: Why should we care about the 
quality of these water bodies?

A: Water is the life blood of the en-
vironment. It sustains us, our wildlife, 
our natural resources, our food sources, 
many of our recreational pursuits – ev-
erything. If we lose abundant clean 
water and our access to it, we lose just 
about everything that's vital to us. And 
it's all connected. Water fl ows: through 

And over on Lake Sunapee ...
In its 2013 annual report, the 116-year-old Lake Sunapee Protective 

Association addresses local environmental protection in this excerpt from 
its Vision Statement:

"The special qualities of the Sunapee Lake region contain the seeds of 
its destruction. Its beauty, its quiet vistas, its refreshing waters, and the 
recreational opportunities it offers are powerful magnets to many users. 
The impact of human behavior puts the watershed environment at risk.

"We are all its caretakers – all who live here, all who work here, all who 
visit here.

"We are responsible for the quality of our environment, now and in the 
future. Not every use of land or water is wise or sustainable. It is impera-
tive that our lives and our community choices refl ect a sensible balance 
between self-interest and the common good."

the air, on the ground, below ground.
Q: Is there really anything to be con-

cerned about here in Andover?
A: We've been blessed to this point. 

We're not aware of any major degrada-
tion of our water bodies, though some 
might have occurred briefl y back when 
water-powered mills lined many of our 
streams. And our voluntary water-test-
ing programs at Highland and Bradley 
Lakes and Cole Pond indicate continu-
ing high quality. But as human activity 
increases, so does risk. As one example, 
phosphorus can enter a water body from 
septic systems, fertilizers, soaps and de-
tergents, soil erosion, bird droppings, and 
dumping or burning leaves in or near a 
lake. Phosphorus in abundance can cause 
certain bacteria that are toxic to wildlife, 
pets, and people to bloom out of control.

And that's just one example of some-
thing to worry about. There are others, 
caused by pesticides and herbicides, oils 
and other chemicals, animal manure, 
and erosion. So while we've been for-
tunate not to have had serious problems 
in the past, with ever-increasing human 
impact on our watersheds there's a need 
for increasing awareness of water qual-
ity as well.

And then of course there's the im-
pact of global warming. Whether you 
believe in a human cause or not, the 
data show the world is getting warmer, 
and faster than in the past. As the New 
Hampshire Department of Environ-
mental Resources (NHDES) has ob-
served, "The 2000s was the warmest 
decade in recorded history for New 

See Water  on page 9

4.16 acres
MLS# 4082441

Andover $64,900

1.98 acres
MLS# 4234894

Andover $54,900

Choose one of these home sites, located on scenic 
Elbow Pond Road in Andover, and the property taxes 

on the land will be paid for two years*.

370 Main Street • New London, NH 03257 • offi ce: 603-526-4020 • fax 603-526-2070 • cmccrave@CountryHousesRE.com • agent interest • www.CountryHousesRE.com

Charlie McCrave
direct 603.272.6087 • cell 603.568.4195

IT’S TIME TO BUILD

Call Charlie for all 
your Real Estate needs.

*thru 9/30/2014
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BREYERS, BRIDLES, 
BOOTS ‘N BITS…

TONS OF WONDERFUL 
TACK JUST IN!!

Check our website for more info!
TackRoomCQ.com

Pancake Road & Route 11 Tues - Sat, 10 to 5 • Sun, 1 to 5
Andover NH • 735-4100 TackRoomCQ@hotmail.com

TACK ROOM
CONSIGNMENT TACK

Supporting NH Horse Rescue


