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Hampshire." The impact on our water 
bodies, NHDES continues, includes in-
creased water temperatures, increased 
algae blooms and turbidity, more in-
tense rainfall events, more dry weather, 
and lower water levels in the summer.

Q: You mentioned watersheds. 
What's a watershed?

A: Here's what the US Environmen-
tal Protection Agency has to say: "A 
watershed is the area of land where all 
of the water that is under it or drains off 
of it goes into the same place."

But it's more complicated than that. 
On its way to the sea, water fl ows 
through a series of successively larger 
watersheds. For example, there's an Ad-
der Pond watershed, whose water fl ows 
into Adder Pond, which is part of the 
larger Blackwater River watershed, 
which is part of the larger Contoocook 
River watershed, which is part of the 
Merrimack River watershed, whose 
water fl ows into the Atlantic Ocean. 
Any one – or all – of these watersheds 
can be a source of water-quality degra-
dation for its water body, and perhaps 
for every other watershed and water 
body downstream.

So we all live in one or more water-
sheds. What happens in Adder Pond 

Water  from page 8 doesn't necessarily stay in Adder Pond.
Q: But if there are no problems here, 

why worry now?
A: As we're often told in these mat-

ters, it's a lot easier – and a lot less ex-
pensive – to prevent and preserve than 
it is to remediate and recover. That's 
why conservation commissions and 
planning boards throughout the state 
are involved in such activities as land 
preservation (for example through con-
servation easements), master plans, 
wildlife protection plans, and ensuring 
drinking water. They all deal with, at 
least in part, water conservation and 
protection over both the short and long 
term. And they all involve everyone at 
some point, since we all behave in ways 
that are either supportive of or detri-
mental to the quality of our lifeblood. 
We all drink the water.

Q: So to summarize?
A: It's been said that "water is the 

new oil." It's a fi nite quantity, and it's not 
evenly distributed around the globe. As 
writer-researcher Steven Solomon has 
written, "Alarmingly, societies are bifur-
cating into those with enough water and 
those without. Two in fi ve people lack 
adequate sanitation, and over 1 billion 
don't have access to safe drinking water." 
We in New Hampshire are extremely 
fortunate in our abundance. 

Former Fire Chief Bryant Adams 
Ma  ered in Many Ways

He was “a strong thread 
in the fabric of Andover”
By Rene Lefebvre
Chief, Andover Fire Department

Small towns often enjoy having 
a small group of people who, over 
a long time, become an important 
part of the fabric of that town. Bry-
ant Adams was one such person for 
Andover.

Many of us often looked 
forward to spring and the 
beautiful grounds and fl ow-
ers that were his home. His 
exceptional care of the lake 
and the dam we have taken for 
granted for many years. Any-
thing Bryant did, he did well.

Many years ago, when the 
East Andover precinct was 
planning the new fi re station, 
Bryant offered to do the elec-
trical wiring and plumbing to 
help save money. As his dep-
uty, I was recruited to help. 
Bryant and I had previously 
spent many hours working on 
fi re equipment so I had a good 
idea of what to expect.

Bryant was a craftsman. He had a 
genuine gift for using tools and un-
derstanding the complexities of  his 
craft. He gave and expected nothing 
less than perfection from any project 
he managed. Every wire I strung had 
to be straight, with no twists, even 
when our work was covered by a 
wall.

Bryant valued his tools and, though 
he used them hard, he respected their 
limits and expected them to last a life-
time. I too very much value the skill 
of a craftsman and would often watch 
Bryant. He was lucky; his talent was 
a gift he was born with.

Bryant was also a fi re chief. For 
many years he took care of the fi re 
station and the equipment as if it was 

his own. We spent many late nights 
working on the trucks, making sure 
that everything was in order. Good 
enough was never the accepted rule.

Bryant often drove the fi rst engine 
out, as he lived next to the station. We 
would arrive at the fi re and fi nd the 
engine ready to pump water. Bryant 
was an old-school chief who was con-
cerned that small towns would not be 

able to deal with changes in the fi re 
service that we all knew were com-
ing. He was right.  The changes re-
quired a tremendous effort.

Bryant never backed away from a 
challenge, and he inspired us to do the 
same. We are today a better depart-
ment for his inspiration.

Bryant mattered to our town; he did 
not just live in it. There are many of 
us in Andover who have been helped 
in some way by Bryant; he generously 
shared his skills with others. We will 
all in some way miss Bryant. He has 
left behind a strong thread in the fab-
ric of Andover.

Bryant Adams died on December 
28, 2013. A graveside funeral service 
was held on May 23, 2014, in Lake-
side Cemetery, East Andover. 

In 2013, Bryant Adams put the fi nishing 
touches on his meticulous repairs to the old  
pumping station on Maple Street. 
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Community Wellness, Together.

To learn more about our services, visit www.newlondonhospital.org.

Erin Knuuti, FNP, MSN        |        Brian Frenkiewich, DO        |        Laura Harding, RN

Call 603-526-5544 for an appointment  
at New London Hospital.

At New London Hospital,  
our teams of healthcare  
professionals work together  
to keep you healthy. You  
can rely on our winning 
combination of expertise  
and compassion. From 
wellness check-ups to 
diagnosing and treating 
illnesses, let us put our 
collective training and 
experience to work for you.

Laconia Housing Authority 
Serving the People of the Lakes Region Since 1968 

LHA is currently accepting applications for  

NORTHFIELD VILLAGE 
Spring Street, Northfield, NH 

This federally assisted, family property features 36 one-
bedroom apartments, secured entry, an emergency call-for-
aid system, on-site laundry and a furnished recreation room. 

Heat and hot water are included in the rent. 

Applicants must be either elderly or disabled to qualify. 

HUD income restrictions apply.

Eligibility and rent are based on income.

Applications are available online at 

www.LaconiaHousing.org 
or at 25 Union Avenue in Laconia 

M-F, 8 AM to 4 PM 

LHA does not discriminate on 
the basis o

. 

 25 Union Avenue, Laconia, NH | www.LaconiaHousing.org 
Ph: 603.524.2112 | Fax: 603.524.2290 | TDD: 800.735.2964 

TOWN MATTERS!
The Beacon needs help with reporting 

about town news. 735-6099


