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Herons Return to Fenvale Rookery
Beavers, turtles, king-
fi shers, and much more
By Lee Carvalho, for the Beacon

For many years, I enjoyed 
spying on the great blue herons 
nesting on snags in the beaver 
pond at Fenvale. Then a few 
springs ago, they didn’t return, 
probably because there was not 
enough food left there to sup-
port them as they raised their 
young.

The good news is that they 
are back! On a recent walk I 
was pleased to see two nests in 
one snag, both with herons sit-
ting on them.

For another hour or so I cir-
cumambulated the pond on a 
trail made years ago by Paul 
Fenton. From various points 
along that path I could see 
turtles sunning themselves on 
logs, a large tree with a low 10-
inch waist sculpted by gnawing 
beavers, a belted kingfi sher working 
the edges of the pond, and a group of 
active yellow-rumped warblers. The 
trail crosses a rushing brook and winds 
through a beautiful mixed forest with 
dramatic rock outcroppings. The beaver 
dam at the east end is remarkable for its 
length and complexity.

How fortunate we are to have such 
an unspoiled property in Andover and 
to know that it will remain as it is for 
years to come! Back in the late ’80s, 
when the Fentons were subdividing 
their property, they entered into a con-
servation easement agreement with the 
Town to protect the pond, its outfl ow 
stream, and the shores and wetlands 
of the Blackwater River in perpetuity. 
Paul tells me that he loved exploring 
that area in his youth and wanted to be 
sure it would stay just the same.

Fenvale is one of many local prop-
erties with a conservation easement. 
Using a mapping service from UNH 
called GRANITView, I count 33 blocks 
of conserved properties in our town. 
Some are held with Ausbon Sargent 
Land Preservation Trust (ASLPT), oth-
ers with the Society for the Protection 

of New Hampshire Forests (SPNHF), 
and some by the Town itself, with the 
Andover Conservation Commission 
(ACC) as monitor.

The goals of these easements include 
maintaining scenic and open spaces, 
encouraging use of lands for agricul-
ture and forestry, protecting signifi cant 
natural areas, wildlife habitat, and his-
toric places, and preserving resources 
and features. It’s no coincidence that 
these goals are the exact same as fi ve of 
the ten principles that guided Andover’s 
Master Plan.
Quabbin to Cardigan

Many of us heard a presentation on 
May 12 by Chris Wells of SPNHF about 
the Quabbin to Cardigan (Q2C) partner-
ship that is working to identify and pro-
tect prime conservation areas in New 
Hampshire and Massachusetts. The re-
gion is bounded by Cardigan Mountain, 
the Quabbin Reservoir in central Mas-
sachusetts, and the Connecticut and 
Merrimack Rivers – a roughly rectan-
gular region of nearly two million acres 
that includes Andover.

The talk, part of ACC’s “Taking Ac-
tion for Wildlife” initiative, was a good 
reminder of Andover’s special location, 
bordering population centers and yet 
near one of the largest remaining areas 
of undisturbed, connected, ecological-
ly-important forest in New England. If 
you have property that you want to pre-
serve, don’t hesitate to contact ASLPT, 
SPNHF, or ACC to learn more.

Paul built that trail around the pond 
at Fenvale and Wally Currier helped 
maintain it for years, but it needs atten-
tion now. Let me know if you’d like to 
join me for some trail work: Andover-
Naturally@gmail.com. 

Great blue heron.  Photo: Lee Carvalho

Wilmot Farmers Market 
Opens on Saturday, June 28

Special art exhibit for 
opening day
Press release

The Wilmot Farmers Market opens 
on Saturday, June 28, at 9 AM with 
special art exhibits in tandem with 
the Wilmot Community Association’s 
weekend event, Imagination Into Art. 
Local artists and artisans will ex-
hibit their work at the north end of the 
Wilmot Green for this weekend only.

The Market boasts 25 full- and part-
time vendors, including the new addi-
tion of Huckins Farm dairy products. 
Meat, produce, and baked goods as 
well as artisans working in several me-
dia including glass, pottery, metal, and 
jewelry will lend diversifi cation to the 
offerings at the market.

Full-time vendors are Andrea’s 
Quilted, Cardigan Mountain Soap-
works, Cutting Farm, Emma Chase 
Design, Fred’s Farm, Fruitcake Farm, 
Good Enough Farm, Grafton Glass, 

Hazzard Acres Farm, Highland Lake 
Apple Farm, Huckins Farm, Huntoon 
Farm, Nana’s Kitchen, Santa’s Farm, 
Shaker Road Produce, Stevens Home-
made, Two Mountain Farm, Veteran’s 
Ecoworld, and Yiayia’s Creations.

Naughty Nellie’s Cafe from Andover 
will provide hot breakfast and lunch 
each week for market-goers who enjoy 
meeting friends for breakfast or lunch 
on the Wilmot Green.

Several musicians will provide en-
tertainment on the bandstand, including 
Richard King, Folk Fusion, Lindsey Schust 
and the Ragged Mountain Band, Mark 
Aldrich, Deanna Stiles, and Mark Cressy.

Non-profi ts, including the Wilmot 
Public Library and the Wilmot Histori-
cal Society, will be present on a part-time 
basis, and the popular education tent will 
feature something interesting each week.

Up-to-date information may be 
found at WilmotFarmersMarket.com, or 
contact Donna Abair at 763-9105 or 
Mary Lloyd-Evans at 735-5058. 

Wanted To Buy:

ANTIQUES
P RO M P T,  CO N F I D E N T I A L P RO M P T,  CO N F I D E N T I A L 
SE RV ICE  - ON E  I T E M  O R SE RV ICE  - ON E  I T E M  O R 

E N T I R E  CO N T E N T SE N T I R E  CO N T E N T S

American primitive country cup-American primitive country cup-
boards, desks, chests, drawer units, boards, desks, chests, drawer units, 

tables, and shelves in original paint tables, and shelves in original paint 
or early surface. Also buying pottery, or early surface. Also buying pottery, 

paintings, paper, cloth, iron, or most paintings, paper, cloth, iron, or most 
anything found around a country or anything found around a country or 

village home in the 1800s.village home in the 1800s.

Kenneth Reid
735-5512

PLEASANT LAKE VETERINARY HOSPITALPLEASANT LAKE VETERINARY HOSPITAL
24-HOUR EMERGENCY COVERAGE

Mona Stedman, D.V.M.
Liz Kellett, B.V.Sc.
Colrain Balch, D.V.M.
Elkins, New Hampshire • 603 526-6976

VOLUNTEER!
The Beacon is a non-profi t organiza-

tion that relies on volunteers for almost 
everything. Please do your part to 

keep our community newspaper going 
strong. To fi nd a role that’s right for 

you, call Charlie at 735-6099.


