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Andover Metal Cra  sman 
Creates 2014 Ornament

Pays homage to 
offi cial state tree of NH
Press release

The League of New Hampshire 
Craftsmen’s annual ornament for 2014 
is Whispers of Spring, a hand-formed 
cast pewter birch branch made by 
Kristine Lane of Andover and 
Paulette Werger, both juried in 
metal by the League.

Kristine and Paulette creat-
ed the ornament to pay homage 
to the offi cial state tree of New 
Hampshire. The white birch is 
one of the fi rst trees to come 
into leaf, celebrating the emer-
gence of spring. The ornament 
has a celery-colored ribbon for 
hanging on a tree or wreath.

Whispers of Spring orna-
ments are sold exclusively by 
the League of New Hampshire 
Craftsmen Fine Craft Galler-
ies; the League’s online store at 
NHcrafts.org; and at the League of New 
Hampshire Craftsmen’s Fair on August 
2 through 10 at Mount Sunapee Resort. 
Each ornament is numbered as one of a 
limited edition and is signed by the art-
ists. The ornament comes beautifully 
gift-boxed and sells for $23.

This is the second annual ornament 
that Kristine and Paulette have collabo-
rated on; their fi rst was the 2002 annual 
ornament, Snow Crystal. They have 
been working together collaboratively 
since 1998 creating one-of-a-kind jew-
elry. “Paulette and I both draw inspira-
tion from the botanical world, so Whis-
pers of Spring represents our shared 
aesthetic,” said Kristine.
About the Makers

Kristine Lane of Andover creates 
metal jewelry that communicates her 
passion for the graceful botanical forms 
found in nature. She has been work-
ing as a studio jeweler for more than 
20 years. “It is still as exciting today as 
the day I started,” said Kristine. “Hon-
ing skills and discovering and develop-
ing new techniques keep my creative 
senses alive and constantly challenged.”

She has been engaged in art since 
her fi rst watercolor lesson at age four. 
She studied painting, drawing, and 
sculpture at Boston University’s two-
year Fine Art Core Program and then 
discovered a connection to metalsmith-
ing while pursuing a bachelor of fi ne 
arts degree in jewelry design at Vir-
ginia Commonwealth University. “I 
was hooked instantly to the inherent 

strength of metal and the associated 
challenges of working and manipulat-
ing it to create delicate forms,” said 
Kristine.

She enjoys every aspect of creating a 
piece of jewelry, from design to fabrica-
tion. “However, there is no greater grat-
ifi cation in metalsmithing than being 

told that one of my designs has become 
a client's favorite piece of jewelry,” she 
added.

Paulette Werger  of Hanover makes 
jewelry, vessels, and fl atware that draw 
upon botanical imagery, mythology, 
and folk tales. “Form, texture, and pat-
tern borrowed from my garden are the 
basis for the collage-like surfaces and 
simple volumes in my metalwork,” said 
Paulette. Her neckpieces, rings, ear-
rings, and beads combine a variety of 
materials including gold, silver, pewter, 
hand-cut gems, and pearls.

Paulette is originally from rural 
upstate New York. Her great-grand-
father was a painter trained in the 
Hudson River School, who support-
ed a family of 10 from his artwork. 
“Growing up, I was surrounded by 
my great-grandfather’s paintings and 
the landscape that had inspired him. I 
spent many hours outdoors rambling 
through fi elds and woods, building 
tree forts and drawing pictures,” said 
Paulette. “My family was not sur-
prised when I was inclined toward 
art and, because of my great-grand-
father’s example, they were very sup-
portive. The importance of the natural 
world has persisted in the narrative of 
my work.”

Paulette received her BS in painting 
and sculpture from the College of Saint 
Rose and Skidmore College in New 
York, and her MFA in Art Metal from 
the University of Wisconsin, Madison. 

 

Whispers of Spring is the second time the 
League of New Hampshire Craftsmen has 
chosen an ornament by Kristine Lane for its 
annual ornament.
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