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Proctor Ski Area Wins 
National Golden Eagle Award

Honors commitment to 
environmental sustainability
By Scott Allenby, Proctor Sports

The Proctor Ski Area, formerly 
known as the Blackwater Ski Area, 
has long played an integral role in the 
community of Andover’s love of ski-
ing. Olympians have trained at the 
small hill, including Sochi’s Nick Fai-
rall, Proctor class of ’07. Thousands of 
young skiers have fi rst learned to ski on 
ski area’s three alpine trails, four Nordic 
ski jumps, and six kilometers of cross 
country ski trails.

Through the work of Howard 
George, Garry George, and many oth-
ers, the Proctor Ski Area has evolved 
into one of the fi nest alpine racing and 
training facilities in the Northeast. This 
winter, the Dartmouth College, Brown 
University, and Boston College ski 
teams chose to train regularly at Proc-
tor’s facility.

While improvements to the grade 
and length of alpine training runs has 
been augmented to host top level ski-
ers, the Proctor Ski Area also serves 
the Andover community. The Andover 
Outing Club and Andover Elementary/
Middle School ski program took full 
advantage of the vastly improved snow 
conditions this year, inspiring another 
generation of alpine skiers, Nordic ski-
ers, and ski jumpers to pursue their 
dreams.

Over the past year, Proctor's dedi-
cation to environmental sustainabil-
ity has been evident in upgrades to its 
privately owned and operated ski area. 
This commitment was recently recog-
nized as Proctor was awarded the 2014 
Golden Eagle Award for Environmen-
tal Excellence. This award is granted 
by the National Ski Area Association 
and Ski magazine to ski areas that have 
demonstrated signifi cant commitment 
to environmental sustainability in the 
operation of their ski area.

Proctor’s selection as one of the top 
three ski areas receiving under 200,000 
visitors a year is impressive. The award 
is a direct result of Proctor’s overarching 
commitment to its Environmental Mis-

sion Statement and the commitment of 
people like Garry and Lynn George to 
the long tradition of providing Proctor’s 
skiers and all visitors with exceptional 
ski conditions.

The improvements visitors saw in 
snow conditions this year can be at-
tributed to a switch from diesel fuel to 
electric-powered compressors with a 
compressor docking station; the pur-
chase and installation of 21 HKD SV10 
Impulse Tower Guns; the purchase of 
a Turbo Cristal Fan Gun; the installa-
tion of six new GE PF400 Power Flood 
lights, bringing the total of lighting to 
20 lights, replacing ones that were 15 
years old; a new intake pump in the riv-
er; a new pump in the pump house; and 
1,200 feet of new snowmaking pipe. 
These are just the highlights of the most 
recent round of improvements to the ski 
area.

The most recent project helped 
Proctor further achieve its Environ-
mental Mission by reducing its an-
nual energy consumption by 180,157 
kilowatt-hours (kwh) per year. An-
nual compressed air usage went from 
77,339,091 cubic feet per year with the 
old system to 11,041,434 with the new 
system, bringing our kilowatt usage 
from 210,161 kwh per year to 30,004 
kwh per year.

Being able to run an average of 23 
snow guns at one time (compared to an 
average of seven with the old system) 
has brought the hours of snowmaking 
operation from 504 hours with the old 
system to 157 with the new system. 
Snowmaking savings on diesel fuel has 
added to the economic impact of the 
project by saving over $43,000.

The overall environmental impact of 
ski area improvements has been a total 
reduction of 180,157 kwh, or 140 tons 
of CO2. This is equivalent to the annual 
emissions from 26.5 passenger cars; the 
annual electrical consumption of 17 US 
homes; or 295 barrels of oil.

Congratulations to all those who 
have contributed to the Proctor Ski 
Area’s success, not only this year, but 
through its long history of serving the 
Andover community. 

Girls So  ball Tournament 
Comes to Andover

May 31 and June 1 at 
AE/MS and Blackwater Park
By Melissa Barton
Andover Girls Softball

The softball season is off to a great 
start. We have three Andover Girls 
Softball teams this year.

Our U10 girls, the Andover Slam-
mers, tied their fi rst game this season 
against Winnisquam. After a slow 
start, they have come out strong with 
six great wins! Our biggest struggle 
is sharing pitching time, with most of 
the girls wanting to get in on the ac-
tion. We are lucky to have so many 
who are willing to give it a try in the 
circle. Our bats are swinging, with 
lots of singles, doubles, triples, and a 
few home runs!

Our U8 girls, the Andover Sting-
ers, have also been having a great sea-
son. They have one win, one tie, and 
two losses. We are working on hitting, 
pitching, and fi elding. We have three 
veterans from last year helping show all 
the new girls the fun of the game.

Our t-ball team is full of energy. 

Bringing three-to-six-year-olds onto 
a softball diamond can be lots of fun. 
Their faces light up when the ball comes 
their way. We are focusing on hitting, 
with the coach pitching to the girls.

We are always looking for new girls 
and parents to get involved in our sport. 
If you are interested, do not hesitate to 
get in touch with us at any time of the 
year. Our numbers have gotten smaller 
in the middle school level, and we would 
love for more girls to come out and play. 
All of our teams have beginners as well 
as girls who have been playing a long 
time, so don't be shy: Come out and 
play!

We are having a softball tourna-
ment on Saturday, May 31, and Sunday, 
June 1, at Andover Elementary/Middle 
School's Corson Field and at Howard 
George Field in Blackwater Park. The 
U10 and U8 teams will each be battling 
for fi rst place in their division. We have 
fi ve other teams coming in both divi-
sions. It will be a fun weekend with lots 
of softball, and our concession stand 
will be running. Come out and enjoy 
the day with us!  

Andover fi elds three girls softball teams this season, and everyone’s having 
fun!  Photo: Kenice Barton

Imagination magination 
nnnn An Early Enrichment 

Program

Quality, aff ordable, hands-on care • Open year round, 7:30 to 5:30
Call Doreen for more information: 735-5900

45 North Street, Andover • ImaginationInn@gmail.com

Licensed by the State of NH
Accepting children 8 weeks to 11 years old

Come join us this summer at the Inn!
WEEKLY THEMES

 June 23: Creative Campers
 June 30: Pirates and Princesses
 July 7: Outta This World
 July 14: Kids Concoctions
 July 21: Under the Big Top
 July 28: Christmas in July
 August 4: Kids in the Kitchen
 August 11: Mad About Movies
 August 18: Race to the Finish
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