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Area Fourth Graders Visit 
Po  er Place Museums

A glimpse into life in the 
past for the youngsters
By Rita Norander
Andover Historical Society

June 4 was an exciting and busy day 
in the town of Andover  as the young 
and the old came together for a visit at 
the Potter Place Railroad Station.  The 
young were the fourth graders from 
the towns of Webster, Salisbury, and 
Andover.  The old were the various 
buildings and artifacts which comprise 
the Andover Historical Society Mu-
seum.

As the children arrived from the 
three towns at staggered intervals, they 
were divided into three groups, with 
each group taking its turn visiting a dif-
ferent area of the museum.  Group One 
began its tour at the railroad station, 
where they were greeted by volunteers 
Pat Cutter and Rita Norander.

A brief history was given of the sta-
tion and the coming of the railroad to 
Andover and how important its arrival 
was to the welfare and development of 
the town. The children enjoyed seeing 
and learning about the dugout canoe 
which was discovered in one of Ando-
ver’s ponds and which became the mu-

seum’s fi rst artifact. The students were 
given time to explore the station on 
their own, and the stationmaster’s of-
fi ce, with its big window and clear view 
of the track, was of special interest to 
them.

The children were given a little back-
ground information about Richard Pot-
ter, for whom the village is named, and 
they were shown a picture of his house.  
This was followed by a walk across the 
tracks to see the original site of Potter’s 
house and the little cemetery where 
Richard and his wife Sally are buried.  
The cellar hole of "Potter's place" has 
recently been turned into a secret gar-
den, with many plants and fl owers and 
a few benches, all of which are sur-
rounded by the beautiful stone work of 
the cellar.  The students were enthralled 
and delighted with the enchanting, se-
cret garden.

Group 2 began its tour at Emmons 
Store, which is across the street from 
the railroad station. They were greeted 
by volunteers Suzy Norris, Gail Rich-
ards, and Nancy Tripp, who gave a brief 
history of the building before the chil-
dren were allowed to browse on their 
own.  They enjoyed seeing the general 

On June 4, Andover fourth graders receive orientation from teachers (center) 
Kristy LaRoche and Deana Crucitti, while parent volunteers Crystal Smith 
and Jeff Sweeney look on.  Later, the classes were introduced to old-time 
games under instruction from Chris and Tim Norris.  Classes from Webster 
and Salisbury were similarly entertained earlier in the day in what has be-
come an annual spring event.   Photo and caption: Larry Chase

Andover Mud Rats 
Conquer the Tough Mudder

Teamwork got them up 
and down Mount Snow
By Patrick Smith and Chuck Ellis, 
Andover Mud Rats

About a year ago, a group of us 
started looking into and talking about 
the Tough Mudder New England team 
endurance challenge at Mount Snow in 
Vermont, and that we should do one. As 

time went by, a few of us fi nally decided 
to sign up. From there, as word passed 
on, our team grew from a team of fi ve 
to a team of eight. At that time, we de-
cided to start getting in shape in order 
to be ready for this grueling task.

On May 31, at 4 AM, it was time 
to head to Mount Snow. When we ar-
rived, pre-game jitters settled in. After 

Meet the Andover Mud Rats, fresh from 10 miles up and down Mount Snow 
in southern Vermont. Front: Jen Keyser and Anthony Tadakowsky. Back: Deb-
bie Hadley, Patrick “Big Pat” Smith, Brooke Ellis, Chuck Ellis, John “Henry” 
Braley, and Justin Carey.

See Mud Rats  on page 24

See Museums  on page 24
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