
AndoverBeacon.com Mail@AndoverBeacon.com 735-6099

Page 24 • The Andover Beacon • July 2014

Museums  from page 22 the workers to see behind the train, 
should another unexpected train be ap-
proaching from that direction. If there 
were a problem of any kind, the person 
in the caboose would send up a warning 
fl are to alert others of the danger.

The caboose was sort of the “home 
base” for the entire crew of the freight 
train, and the same crew always kept 
the same caboose on whichever train 
they were working. Their personal 
things could be kept there, and if neces-
sary, this is where they would spend the 
night.  

The students had fun exploring the in-
side of the caboose and getting a feel for 
what life might have been like working 
aboard a train and riding in the caboose.

Next, Group 3 walked to the grassy, 
shady area of the museum grounds and 
participated in some old-fashioned chil-
dren’s games.  A good time was had as 
they enthusiastically took on the chal-
lenge of the grain sack race, the three-
legged race, and carrying an egg in a 
spoon.  Helping out with the caboose 
tours and the children’s games were 
Chris Norris and Tim Norris. 

store display, which is set up as it would 
have looked in years gone by; the post 
offi ce, with its original mail boxes; and 
the numerous other items of interest 
from the past, such as tools, dishes, ap-
pliances and equipment, clothes, quilts, 
and much, much  more.  

The students especially enjoyed try-
ing on the old hats and eye glasses, fol-
lowed by a peek at themselves in the 
mirror.  Before leaving, they had fun 
playing a guessing game where they 
were shown an item from the museum’s 
collection and they tried to guess what 
its use might have been.

Group 3 participated in two shorter  
activities, beginning with a visit to the 
big red caboose. They learned more 
about trains in general and specifi cally 
about cabooses and their vital role and 
place in a train’s lineup.  

Each caboose  had a lookout post 
atop its car, called a cupola, which al-
lowed workers to see the length of the 
train ahead and possibly to detect any 
potential trouble spots. It also allowed 

check-in, we attached our numbers to 
our jerseys and headed to the start line. 
In order to get in, you have to climb up 
over a six foot wall.

Once you’re in, they have a Master 
of Ceremonies who travels from event 
to event to get the crowd pumped up for 
their race. This was awesome. He had 
us all sing the National Anthem and ob-
serve a moment of silence for all of our 
military members who have fallen and 
those who are still with us. It was a very 
touching and awe-inspiring moment.

Now that our adrenaline is through 
the roof, they send us off to tackle the ob-
stacle course: 10.2 miles up and down the 
mountain. The course had us battling not 

Mud Rats  from page 22 only the mountain but also mud, electric-
ity, barbed wire, frigid waters, and other 
military-inspired obstacles.

From beginning to end, you can con-
stantly hear people cheering each other 
on. The camaraderie was absolutely 
unbelievable; complete strangers all be-
came friends.

We ended up completing the event, 
earning our orange Tough Mudder 
headbands, and getting our hard-earned 
cup of Dos Equis beer. We started as a 
team and fi nished as a team, which is 
pretty much the motto of the event: 
Teamwork.

If you have never seen this event, 
watch some videos at AndoverBeacon.
com/Tough_Mudder_NE_2014 and you 
will get an idea of what we did. 

• Eileen Belanger, paintings
• Dolores Lessard, pastels, oils
• Marie Panciocco, crafts, hand-

painted pareos
• Steve Previte, oils
• Linda Dessaint, pastels
• Jeanette Fournier, watercolors
• Robin Frisella, pastels
• Dick Fischer, watercolors
• Ting Cai, photography
• Barbara Scott, pastels
• Luci Lesmerises, pastels
• Chris Bower, photography

• Ruth Chase & Bernard Joly, 
jewelry

• David Pellerin, pottery
• Tatiana Sink, oils
• Bonnie Hoyt, pottery
• Barbara Barkley, oils
• Gary LaRose, wrought iron
• Diane MacPherson, oils
• Mike Miller, photography
• Deb Grubbs, acrylics, collage
• Deborah Ann Bacon, oils
• Tina Gagnon, color pencil
• Jean Colquhoun, oils
• Anne Boisvert, pottery
• Phil Bean, watercolors 
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