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Despite the Rain, 
Firecracker 5K was a Big Success

AE/MS students design 
this year’s t-shirt
By Brian Reynolds, Firecracker 5K

The Andover Firecracker 5K foot-
race on the Northern Rail Trail 
has enjoyed a history of great 
weather. Some years have 
been hot, but it has never really 
rained on the race itself.

This year, the law of aver-
ages caught up with us. The 
excitement started on Thurs-
day night, when the parade and 
other outdoor activities on the 
Village Green were cancelled 
because of the weather forecast.

Calls and messages started 
coming in from our pre-reg-
istered runners, wondering if 
the race were going to be held. 
There was never any doubt we 
would have the race; runners 
are a hardy bunch, and the fore-
cast was for scattered showers 

in the morning.
We didn’t want to let the people who 

trained specifi cally for this race down. 
The race has become quite a tradition 

Michael Miano (#38), from Yonkers and a 
staff member at Elbo-Edge in Andover, was 
among those setting the pace on the way out 
during the Firecracker 5K race on the Fourth 
of July. Michael went on to win the race with 
a time of 16:39.  Photo: Bill Bardsley

Andover One Wheelers 
Reunion Ride Moved to 2015

They were ready on the 
Fourth, but …
By Jane Slayton, AE/MS principal

 Plans were made, t-shirts were 
ordered, unicycles were tuned up, 
the truck was decorated, the music 
was ready, and the riders had been 
practicing.

Many community members noted 
and agreed that the Andover Fourth of 
July Parade, although always wonder-
ful, had been missing a group the last 
couple years. It has been a long time 
tradition for the Andover One Wheel-
ers (AOW) to perform some routines on 
Lawrence Street and then participate in 
their hometown parade. However, the 
team has been without a coach the last 
couple years and parades were no lon-
ger a regular event for them.

The One Wheelers have traveled ex-
tensively in past years; the Bahamas, 
Florida, West Virginia, New York City, 
Kansas, Arizona, California, Wash-
ington, D.C., and more. But I think all 
the riders will agree that the most im-
portant and special event for all is the 
Andover Fourth of July Parade. Noth-
ing compares to performing in front of 
enthusiastic and proud family members 
and friends on Main Street, Andover.

Many riders from past years had 
planned to ride and walk in the parade 
this year. Interest and excitement was 
evident among the alumni. Unicycle 
skills were still there! Riders who hadn’t 
mounted a unicycle in years were able 
to take right off and still balance well. 
There were practice laps around the 
gym. Younger students had the chance 
to watch riders from the original AOW 
team ride, laugh, and reminisce. Chil-
dren saw their parents ride for the fi rst 
time. It was a lot of fun!

Thank you to all the adults who 
worked behind the scenes preparing for 
the Reunion Ride. Many hours were 
spent blowing up tires, straightening 
seats, tuning up the sound system, lo-
cating decorations, contacting past One 
Wheelers, and coordinating the music.

Unfortunately, the weather didn’t co-

operate and the AOW reunion ride will 
need to wait until July 4, 2015. Look for 
the AOW coaches, walkers, unicyclists, 
and supporters on Independence Day 
next year. 

Tiffany Poulin, Chelsea Thompson, Amanda Dukette, and Alyssa Demers 
were all dressed up in special custom t-shirts for an Andover One Wheelers 
reunion ride in the Fourth of July parade this year, but the weather didn’t co-
operate.  Photo: Sheree Miller

See Firecracker  on page 5

Life Just 
Got Better!

LRGHealthcare is the first and only 
hospital in Northern New England 
to offer innovative, robotic arm-
guided procedures for knee and 
hip replacement.

Learn how MAKOplasty® can change your life! 

 LRGH.org 

Call 527-7120 for FREE 
           Fall info sessions

With MAKOplasty®
Partial Knee Resurfacing.

“Before MAKOplasty, my knee 
was in so much pain I couldn’t 
go anywhere or work in my 
garden.  Just 3 days after 
surgery, I was walking again 
and now I’m happy to be 
back in my garden helping it 
bloom again.” 

Sarah, Moultonborough, NH


