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Andover Fish and Game’s 
Annual Beef Barbecue on August 23
Auction, raffl e, and deer 
pool tickets, too
By Amanda Gross, AF&G volunteer

The Andover Fish and Game Club 
(AF&G) is holding its annual Beef Bar-
becue and an improved Chinese Auction 
on Saturday, August 23, from 5 to 6:30 
PM at the Proctor Academy Field House. 
Tickets for the Deer Pool and the annual 
gun raffl e can be purchased. The draw-
ing for the Browning A5 shotgun will be 
at the Turkey Raffl e in October.

The highlight of the meal includes 
juicy beef cooked by Murray Smith, 
fresh corn on the cob, and strawberries 
and ice cream for dessert, plus home-
made side dishes provided by Club 
members and their spouses.

Chinese Auction items, includ-
ing hunting and fi shing paraphernalia, 
crafts, gift certifi cates, and much more, 
are donated by local businesses and in-
dividuals. AF&G thanks everyone for 
their time and contributions.

The Beef Barbecue, AF&G’s biggest 
fundraiser of the year, provides funds for 
two Kids Fishing Derbies and to send 
kids to Barry Conservation Camp, which 
educates children on hunting, fi shing, 
camping, and other outdoor skills.

For just $12 for adults and $5 for kids 
under 12, come enjoy a great meal and 
good company, and help Andover Fish 

and Game Club raise money for its many 
community projects. For tickets and 
more information, call 735-5311. 

In Memoriam: Buzz Call
This year’s Beef Barbecue will 

be dedicated to the memory of 
longtime Club member and past 
President, Richard “Buzz” Call. 

Buzz, a Korean War veteran 
from Sutton, passed away last 
October. He was an avid out-
doorsman who, for several years, 
shared his knowledge by instruct-
ing Hunter Safety courses. He was 
an active member of local com-
munities in many capacities. 

In association with the Andover 
Fish and Game Club, he will per-
haps be most fondly remembered 
for his cooking talents at the an-
nual Beef Barbecue.

Richard “Buzz” Call

Snapping Turtles 
Can Be Fierce on Land

In the water, they’re 
more likely to be shy
By Lee Carvalho, for the Beacon

Have you ever hesitated before leap-
ing into a pond for fear of snapping tur-
tles? Just when you are about to plunge, 
somebody has to mention that 
the pond is full of snappers?

I admit to having experi-
enced that fear, even though I 
have always jumped in anyway 
and have never had a bad en-
counter with a snapping turtle. I 
have been thinking about those 
turtles this summer, as many 
Beacon readers have been re-
porting encounters with these 
prehistoric-looking reptiles and 
sending some photos, especial-
ly from along the Rail Trail. I 
decided to learn more about Chelydra 
serpentina and try to separate the facts 
from the myths.

The common snapping turtle has a 
reputation for being fi erce, short-tem-
pered, and aggressive, but this impres-
sion comes primarily from humans 
coming too close to them on land. In 
water, they are shy and will do what-
ever they can to avoid interaction with 

humans – and they are mostly in water.
Snapping turtles live in rivers, 

marshes, ponds, and lakes, preferring 
a slow-moving waterway with a soft 
bottom of sand or mud. While they are 
omnivorous, the snapper’s diet is most-
ly made up of algae, plants, and carrion 
at the bottom of ponds. They also eat 
frogs, small turtles, snakes, insects, 
crayfi sh, and fi sh.

Even though they are capable swim-
mers, they mostly move by walking 
along the bottom. Unlike other turtles, 
they rarely bask on logs, but they some-
times fl oat just below the water’s surface.

So why would a snapping turtle be 
on land? Either its pond dried up, and 
it is seeking new habitat; it is a female 
involved in laying eggs; or it is a young 
hatchling doing its best to get to water.

Because they have a small upper 
shell (carapace) and really small plas-

tron (lower shell), snappers cannot fully 
retract their head and legs; therefore, 
they are highly vulnerable on land and 
naturally aggressive when approached. 
They will hiss and snap to warn off po-
tential danger.

What if you see a snapper crossing 
a road? Should you try to help? Experts 
urge the rest of us to avoid any contact 
with a snapping turtle, for the turtle’s 

sake and ours.
Do not try to pick it up! The 

snapper’s neck is long and fl ex-
ible (hence the species name 
serpentina) – it can bite way 
back by its hind legs. Some 
people think it’s OK to move a 
snapping turtle by grabbing the 
tail and either dragging the tur-
tle or picking it up. But the tail 
is an extension of the spine, so 
lifting or dragging will do dam-
age to the vertebral column and 
possibly injure its underside. 
Possibly you can help by stay-
ing in the area to divert traffi c; 
otherwise, stay away.

A female can travel a long distance 
to fi nd just the right sandy spot to lay 
her eggs. Typically she lays 20 to 40 
ping-pong ball sized eggs which require 
a gestation period of 9 to 18 weeks. She 
leaves immediately after covering the 
nest. Only about 1% of the eggs will 
ever hatch because of predators, includ-
ing raccoons, foxes, and skunks.

Ancestors of the snapping turtles we 
know were here with the dinosaurs. I’ve 
decided to stop being afraid of snap-
pers and instead look forward to rare 
glimpses (from afar) of these ancient 
creatures. 

Peter Southworth watched this female snap-
per laying her eggs along the Rail Trail in 
June. Josh Norris biked past the same place 
a couple of days later and reported that the 
nest had been dug up and emptied.

Derek Mansell photographed this baby snap-
ping turtle along the Rail Trail in May.

FAMOUS BEEF BARBEQUEFAMOUS BEEF BARBEQUE
Andover Fish & Game Club’s 

famous barbecued beef with homemade beans, rolls, salad, 
corn on the cob, and strawberries and ice cream for dessert!
Saturday, August 23, 5 to 6:30 at the Proctor Field House.

$12 adults • $5 kids under 12 • Chinese Auction a  er dinner
This year's Barbecue is dedicated to the memory of Chef Buzz Call 

AANDOVERNDOVER F FOODOOD P PANTRYANTRY
Food and Necessities for People in Need

sponsored by

The Andover Lions • The Andover Beacon

We need your donations of non-perishable, staple foods 
and other necessities. (Please check those expiration dates!)

The food pantry is located downstairs  at the Andover Town 
Hall and is open whenever the Town Hall is open. 

It’s self-service, no questions asked. Take what you need 
or drop off  what you can.

If you know someone in need, tell them about the pantry. 
If they are not comfortable going to the pantry themselves, 
for whatever reason, let a Lion or Beacon volunteer know – 

WE DELIVER!


