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and cleaned up. Thanks, guys. Lily 
Ordway had the signs up and the tables 
all set. Coffee was on, and we were set 
to go.

Classmates started arriving at ten 
o’clock, and there was lots of visiting, 
especially with those who had come 
long distances and we only get to see 
once a year. Jerry Alley fl ies in from 
Texas each year, and Harold Crane 
comes most years from California. Oth-
ers have long rides from New Hamp-
shire and surrounding states.

We appreciate the effort you make to 
join us each year. Over 70 folks attend-
ed. It always surprises me that we have 
such a sizable group, considering that 
the last class (’63) graduated 51 years 
ago. The class of ’49 was celebrating its 
65th reunion. They tied with ’58 for the 

AHS  from page 25 most attending.
We began with our Andover cheer fol-

lowed by the fl ag salute. Gay Ellen Rayno 
led us in singing God Bless America. We 
had a moment of silence for our departed 
classmates. We took class pictures, and 
the only classes not represented were ’40, 
’43, ’44, ’46, and ’60.

Prizes were awarded. Margie Walker 
Piper came the closest to guessing how 
many jelly beans were in the jar. She 
guessed 159, and there were 157. Her 
prize was a candle. Judy Boyd Leavitt 
won the door prize, a gift certifi cate to 
Blackwater Junction Restaurant.

We sang a couple of school songs 
and adjourned to a delicious potluck 
lunch. There was a great variety of 
food and a great assortment of desserts. 
Folks drifted away after lunch, and so 
ended another Andover High Reunion.

See you next year! 

Final Miles of Rail Trail 
to be Finished in August

Ceremony planned 
for October 4
By Lindy Heim, FNRT

Friends of the Northern Rail Trail in 
Merrimack County (FNRT) are very 
busy completing the turning of the old 
rail bed into a four-season recreational 
trail. Work on the last couple of miles 
of unfi nished rail trail in Boscawen is 
scheduled to start on Monday, August 4. 
Preliminary clearing has already begun.

In mid-August, stone dust will also 
be laid down on the rail trail where the 
cinder surface is rough, starting just 
north of Danbury’s town center and ex-
tending to the Grafton County border.

Project manager Chris Norris and his 
neighbor Howard Jelleme, both from 
Andover, have wrestled the last railroad 
ties to the side of the last third of a mile 
of rail trail in Boscawen in preparation 
for the grading, laying of stone dust, 
more grading, and rolling to come.

Recent storm damage brought a 
good number of trees down in Andover 
and Danbury. They were summarily cut 
and removed by rail trail volunteers Ed 
Hiller, Ricker Miller, and Steve Rob-
inson. FNRT wishes to thank all the 
chain saw-wielding maintenance crew 
for their speedy help.

Along the Franklin section of the rail 
trail, Steve Rayno just completed clean-
ing up the old turntable by burying the 
remnants of an illegal bonfi re and re-
building the stonework at the historic 

site. Thank you, Steve.
FNRT is now offering white ball 

caps for sale that have the rail trail logo 
on them. Watch for these popular items 
in the FNRT information booths at pub-
lic events such as the Andover Histori-
cal Society’s Old Time Fair on Sunday, 
August 3, in Potter Place; Boscawen’s 
Old Home Day on Saturday, August 
23; and the Rail Trail Run and Ride for 
the New Hampshire Special Olympics 
at Carr Field in Andover on Saturday, 
September 27.

Plans are being made for a grand 
Finish Line Celebration to be held from 
10 AM to noon on Saturday, October 
4 (rain date Sunday, Oct. 5) at Jamie 
Welch Park on Depot Street off of King 
Street in Boscawen. Chief Supervisor 
of the New Hampshire Bureau of Trails 
Chris Gamache will be the keynote 
speaker, and many other dignitaries 
will be on hand. Mark your calendars 
so you don’t miss this special event!

Planned activities that day include 
hay wagon rides on the rail trail, rail-
road-themed music by the Kearsarge 
and Hopkinton Community Bands, and 
a cider and cookies reception.

Walkers who wish to check out the 
newest section of the trail are encour-
aged to do so. Please bring doggie bags 
if you will have dog friends along.

For more information, download-
able maps, membership, and giving 
opportunities, please visit FNRT.org and 
FNRTNH on Facebook. 

Kearsarge Klassic Bike Event 
to Raise Funds for ASLPT

Limit of 200 riders; 
register by September 4
Press release

The Kearsarge Klassic Dirt Road 
Century and Randonee (K2) is a mostly 
dirt loop in central New Hampshire. 
Three circuits are offered: a dirt road 
“century” (100-mile circuit) with almost 
10,000 feet of climbing, an 86 mile cir-
cuit, and a 65 mile circuit. The century 
circuit traverses the towns of Bradford, 
Sutton, Warner, Webster, Andover, 
Danbury, Alexandria, Enfi eld, Spring-
fi eld, Wilmot, and New London and in-
cludes some of the most scenic roads in 
New Hampshire.

Although the roads are well-main-
tained dirt roads (with a few excep-
tions), a cyclo-cross bike with tires of 
28mm or greater width and spare tubes 
is strongly recommended.

The routes go by a number of prop-
erties protected by the Ausbon Sargent 
Land Preservation Trust (ASLPT). No 
prizes will be offered, and the event 
will not be a timed event. The event is 
a fundraiser for ASLPT, and all entry 
fees are given to ASLPT to preserve 
and protect land in this spectacularly 
beautiful part of New Hampshire.

The dirt road century is one of the 
hardest, most beautiful and most re-
warding loops you will ever ride. The 
climbs will earn you spectacular and 
beautiful views of some of the most 
scenic parts of New Hampshire. The 
86 mile circuit is also challenging, with 

8,000 feet of climbing. The 65 mile 
circuit has less climbing, but still of-
fers scenic viewpoints with twisty and 
challenging dirt roads. For more infor-
mation, visit AusbonSargent.org/photo-
gallery.

The registration fee for the event is 
$80 after June 1. The event is a fund 
raiser for ASLPT, and 100% of the en-
try fees go directly to ASLPT, a 501(c)
(3) trust. Donations are tax deductible. 
When you sign up for the event, you are 
making a donation to support land pres-
ervation in New Hampshire. There is a 
200 rider limit for the event. No excep-
tions will be made.

This bike event continues to be one 
of ASLPT’s best fundraising events of 
the year and provides a fun and exciting 
day for all participants. We collaborate 
with the New Hampshire Cycling Club 
in Concord to offer a number of scenic 
routes with varying degrees of diffi -
culty, all beginning and ending at the 
New London Historical Society. Riders 
receive a homemade breakfast, lunch, 
and dinner (including a free beer at the 
end of the ride), as well as snacks at the 
rest stops along the routes.

Please share this with your fam-
ily and friends and begin your “get in 
shape” routine.

Registration will be open until 
Thursday, September 4, and is always 
pre-registration only. No “day-of” reg-
istration will be accepted. Riders may 
register at AndoverBeacon.com/K2-2014.

 

Riders Raise Over $47,000 
for Hemophilia Charity

100 miles 
on the Rail Trail
Press release

The Hemophilia Federation of 
America (HFA) held its fi rst regional 
bike ride in Andover during the week-
end of June 27 through 29. Riders from 
across the country united in Andover 
to raise awareness and funds for peo-
ple living with a bleeding disorder like 
hemophilia.

Thirty participants pedaled 100 miles 
along the Northern Rail Trail during the 
day on Saturday and Sunday. They stayed 
at the Highland Lake Inn in Andover, 
where they enjoyed additional time to-
gether. The bike ride raised over $47,000, 
and these funds will benefi t many fami-
lies living with a bleeding disorder who 
are going through diffi cult fi nancial 
times due to their chronic condition.

“Hemophilia is not only physically 
and emotionally painful, it can be fi -

nancially challenging,” said Al-
lie Boutin, HFA Development 
Coordinator. “I am proud to 
organize this fundraiser to help 
moms and dads who have lost 
their jobs or paychecks because 
they stayed in the hospital with 
their children. I ride for adult 
males who aren’t able to work 
because of their debilitating and 
chronic pain”.

You can help raise aware-
ness and funds to assist people 
affected by bleeding disorders 
by registering for upcoming 
rides and donating. Visit Gears-
ForGood.com for more informa-
tion. 

Bike riders from across the country con-
verged on Andover in June to ride 100 miles 
in the fi rst annual Gears for Good event.

ASLPT Holds Dragonfl y Walk 
Family favorite takes place in Wilmot
Press release

On Tuesday, August 12, from 3 to 5 PM, Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation 
Trust (ASLPT) will hold a Dragonfl y Walk on the new Sahler conservation ease-
ment in Wilmot. Join Land Protection Specialist Andy Deegan to learn more 
about dragonfl ies and damselfl ies and their signifi cance in nature.

This event is always a great adventure for adults and children, as you’ll net, 
identify, and release a variety of dragonfl ies. Please RSVP to Sue Andrews at 
SAndrews@AusbonSargent.org. 


