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Detective Work Returns 
Historic Milepost to the Rail Trail

FNRT seeks 27 more 
missing markers 
By Larry Chase, for the Beacon

Once gone missing but now recov-
ered, re-positioned, and restored, a 
1,500-pound granite mileage marker 
stands again beside the Northern Rail 
Trail in Lebanon, where it informs 
trail users (and in another day, railroad 
crews) of the distances from its location 
to White River Junction to the north 
and Boston to the south.

It’s one of 69 mileposts that once 
lined the rail bed between Concord and 
White River Junction. Of that number, 
only 30 remain in place.

But the number continues to grow, 
thanks to a collaboration between 
the Friends of the Northern Rail Trail 
(FNRT) groups in Merrimack and 
Grafton counties. It’s just one part of a 
decade-long trail-building and mainte-
nance effort that will create (after a fi nal 
2.4-mile stretch to be fi nished this Au-
gust) a 58-mile, year-round public hik-
ing, biking and snowmobiling facility 
stretching from Boscawen to Lebanon. 
It’s New Hampshire’s longest rail trail.

The Lebanon milepost had been lo-
cated in another part of town, where it 
displayed the street number of the home 
of Guy and Dorothy Plume. When ad-
vised of its historical signifi cance, the 
Plumes generously donated it to the 
FNRT groups. In gratitude, FNRT pro-
vided them with a modern granite post.

Movement of the marker to its new lo-
cation over fi ve miles away was a three-
hour project arranged by Dick Mackay 
of Hanover, chair of the Grafton County 

FNRT and carried out by a work crew 
and equipment donated by the D. R. Key 
Corporation of Lebanon.

Locating the milepost and restor-
ing its graphics to the original specifi -
cations and dimensions were the work 
of Ed Hiller of Andover, a member of 
FNRT in Merrimack County, using 
historical information supplied by the 
Boston and Maine Historical Society in 
Lowell, Massachusetts. (This marked 
Ed’s 24th milepost restoration.) His was 
a three-day, six-hour project, not includ-
ing travel to and from the site.

With the restoration of the marker 
to its original position, the 58-mile rail 
trail between Boscawen and Leba-
non now lacks 27 mileposts. The New 
Hampshire Department of Transporta-
tion is providing 14 similar mileposts, 
reclaimed from other rail beds. The 
FNRT groups are working out the de-
tails to bring them to the Lebanon area 
for restoration and replanting along the 
Northern Rail Trail in Grafton County.

The two FNRT groups are eager to 
learn the location of other markers being 
used today for other purposes or have 
been moved, misplaced, and forgotten. 
The markers are eight feet tall, about 
one foot square in cross-section, and 
have two smooth 24-inch faces at the top 
where the numbers were painted.

Persons having information about 
the missing markers should contact 
Dick Mackay at 643-2758. “We don’t 
care where they are or how they got 
there,” says Dick. “For historical accu-
racy, we’d just like to have them back. 
FNRT will offer a substitute granite 
post in return,” he said. 

Ed Hiller (right) helps a volunteer FNRT work crew return a “lost” milepost to 
its original position alongside the Northern Rail Trail in Lebanon.
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(literally!), and some that fi zzled. The 
children made goop, oobleck, exploding 
color bags, silly putty, and moon sand.

Circus Week had us painting peanuts, 
balancing on beams, and parachute play-
ing. We juggled, ate popcorn, and tried 
balancing balls on our noses.

July ended with a week celebrating 
holidays. We made “snow,” decked the 
halls, and sang carols as the children 
celebrated Christmas, dressed for Hal-
loween, and gobbled like turkeys.

August continues with Kids in the 
Kitchen Week and Mad About Movies 

Inn  from page 27 Week. We will all be winners when we 
wrap up our fi nal summer camp week 
– Race to The Finish! Children will be 
three-legged racing, potato sack hop-
ping, and watermelon eating as we say 
good-bye to a great summer and wel-
come a new school year.

School returns to the Inn on Tuesday, 
August 26. As excited as we are to start 
another fun school year, we’re going to 
enjoy every moment, every ounce, every 
second of this beautiful time of year. 

Before you know it, we will be wait-
ing for the school bus, jumping in the 
leaves, and longing for those lazy, cra-
zy, summertime days. 

FARM DAYSFARM DAYS
AUGUST 23 & 24

10 am to 4 pm
Muster Field Farm Museum

Harvey Road, North Sutton

General Admission $5
Members Free / Children 6 and under Free

Enjoy hands-on demonstrations of traditional farming skills 
and crafts, and exhibits by local artisans. Cheer on the Grand 

Parade of antique vehicles daily at 3 pm. And children can 
help make and eat homemade ice cream! Delicious baked 

goods and snacks for sale, along with an assortment of fresh 
vegetables from the farm stand.  

Don’t miss our 

FAMOUS ROAST BEEF SUPPER 
Saturday, 5-7 pm • Hardy-Pillsbury Barn

Reservations required: 927-4440
$12 Adults / $5 Children

Information: 927-4276 • 927-4440 • MusterFieldFarm.com

NEW & USED MACHINERY & TOOLS
Bought & Sold

AUTH. STK. JET. DIST. WOOD & METAL MACHINERY
VISIT US AT WWW.BREAKHEARTTOOLS.COM

Breakheart Tool Co.

515 WEST MAIN STREET • TILTON, NH
1-800-746-8767 • 1-603-286-8762 • Fax:1-603-286-8274

Farm Days at Muster Field Farm 
on August 23 & 24

Toby Locke to hand-hew 
beams for swing set
Press release

Muster Field Farm Museum in 
North Sutton will host its annual Farm 
Days celebration this year on Saturday 
and Sunday, August 23 and 24. Held at 
the farm on Harvey Road, the festivities 
include tractor- and horse-drawn hay-
rides, a kiddie tractor pull, and many 
demonstrations of traditional farming 
skills and crafts. On display all week-
end will be many antique tractors, en-
gines, and a working sawmill.

New this year, Toby Locke of 
Andover will be fashioning hand-hewn 

beams to be used in the construction of 
an old-fashioned swing set. Children 
will be encouraged to watch and par-
ticipate, then enjoy the fi nished product.

Children can also try candle making, 
ice cream churning, blacksmithing, stone 
splitting, and stilt walking, if they dare.

On Saturday, there will be alpacas, a 
cow-fl op bingo, and a roast beef dinner 
in the evening. On Sunday, there will 
be a hearty breakfast served, a midday 
square dance, and a 4H oxen show. Both 
days feature a grand parade at 3 PM.

Visitors to Farm Days are encour-
aged to explore all the farm buildings 
and enjoy the 250 acres of gardens, 
farm, and forest land. 


