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year – absolutely perfect New England 
early fall weather! The day was delight-
ful, the weather cooperated, and the gen-
eral disposition of many people who at-
tended seemed up-beat and positive.

No one can quite remember exactly 
when Andover’s Old Time Fair began. 
It seems to have begun as a fundraising 
auction at the Andover Fire Station 
sometime in the early 1980s – now 
close to 35 years ago! It has grown to be 
the largest annual fundraising event for 
the Andover Historical Society.

As usual, there were various events 
occurring throughout the day. Begin-
ning at 9 AM, the gates were thrown 
open to perhaps the largest fl ea mar-
ket the fair has ever seen. There were 
ample bargains to go around, and peo-
ple seemed pleased with their fi nds. 
The farmer’s market had its custom-
ary home grown vegetables and baked 
goods as well as fl owers and plants – 
and it sold out!

There was plenty of food to go 
around this year, including strawberry 
shortcake, ice cream, sweets, and vari-
ous other items of food and drink. Cu-
linary artisans were on hand who made 
homemade jelly, jams, and marmalade, 
as well as Moose Country Gourmet’s 
homemade mustards, fudge, and barbe-
cue sauces.

There were also handmade crafts for 
sale at the fair, and the Railroad Pump-
er Car rides were again a success with 
the young crowd. Visitors, especially 
those from away, were impressed with 
the buildings and displays of the His-
torical Society at the Potter Place Depot 
and the Emons Store and Post Offi ce, 
as well as the secret garden in the cellar 
hole of Richard Potter’s house site.

At noon, Andover’s own Arch 
Weathers began the annual auction of 
antiques and donated items. Music was 
provided by Lindsay Schust and the 
Ragged Mountain Band, and its tones 
wafted through the air throughout the 
morning. The children attending had 
great fun making huge bubbles and 
listening to Carolyn Parrott, who enter-
tained them with music and stories.

There were many artists and crafts-
men demonstrating their talents at the 

Fair  from page 22 fair this year. Demonstrations included 
the art of chair caning, penny rug-mak-
ing, rug hooking, spinning, weaving, 
carding and lace-making, felted and 
knitted wool items, basket weaving, 
wooden works including hand-made 
bowls, wooden spoons and utensils, and 
kayak paddle-making.

Demonstrations of wood carving 
and sculpting, bird and bat house-mak-
ing, as well as homemade whirligigs 
and spinners for the lawn, clothing, 
candles, and other fabric items and ac-
cessories. Also demonstrated was the 
art of fl y tying for fi shing, oil painting, 
and jewelry-making.

Wow! I hope I did not leave anyone 
out – but you can see by the sheer num-
ber of vendors at the fair, that visitors 
could easily spend hours simply view-
ing these items and talking with the 
various artists about the quality work 
they produce.

One of the highlights of the fair for 
the past few years has been the selling 
of raffl e tickets for a huge gift basket. 
The basket is traditionally fi lled with 
wonderful items donated from the local 
community – homemade items, food-
stuffs, gift certifi cates, etc. You get the 
idea; it is a very generous and overfl ow-
ing basket of goodies.

The response through ticket sales is 
always impressive. Wanda Smith has 
done a yeoman’s job over the past few 
years in obtaining the contributions and 
making the raffl ing of this basket an 
“over-the-top” event.

This year the raffl ing of the basket 
proved to be an extra special event, 
with dual winners! When the tickets 
were stirred around and shaken, and 
the magic ticket was drawn, it was none 
other than Andover’s own Larry Chase 
who won the prize.

Shortly after the drawing, while 
Larry was looking through the gift bas-
ket, he was approached by a wonderful 
little lady who had been avidly enjoying 
the day at the fair. It was apparent that 
this delightful woman was particularly 
drawn to the Raggedy Ann and Andy 
dolls in the basket. The rest is history; 
Larry spontaneously handed the Andy 
doll to Mrs. Doris Ebel of New Lon-
don, and the two of them came out huge 
winners in this small local event! 

Only Four Farmers 
Market Days Le   in Wilmot

Farmers Market Runs 
through September 20
By Mary Lloyd-Evans
Wilmot Farmers Market

Summer is coming to an end, so if 
you have not visited Wilmot Farmers 
Market, there are only four market days 
left. If you are a regular customer, bring 
a friend to enjoy the ambiance of an 
outdoor market.

This is the time to stock up on meat 
and vegetables for the fall and winter. It 
is also an opportunity to shop early for 
the holidays, whether it is for a hand-
made craft or special preserve. Vendors 
are prepared to take orders, and many 
will have opportunities for customers to 
visit their home stands.

Music will be provided by Folk Fu-
sion on September 6, Andover’s Lind-
sey Schust and the Ragged Mountain 

Band on the 13th, Richard King on the 
20th, and Mike Cressy on the 27th. The 
Education Tent will feature Spinning 
on the 6th, Fall Gardening on the 13th, 
and Bees on the 20th.

The vendors would like to thank all of 
our area customers who have supported 
us throughout the season. We have ap-
preciated those of you who have been so 
loyal for several years and have been part 
of the “buy and grow local” movement. 
We hope that Wilmot Farmers Market is 
a Saturday pleasure for you all.

The Market will be open each Satur-
day, rain or shine, from 9 AM to noon, 
through September 27. If you have any 
questions, contact Donna Abair at Haz-
zardAcresFarm@yahoo.com or 763-9105, 
or visit WilmotFarmersMarket.com. 

Andul Sundaramurthy of Two Mountain Farm in Andover waits on a customer 
at a recent Wilmot Farmers Market gathering.  Photo: Mary Fanelli

 

SUN4U SUN4U LLCLLC 
TANNING SALONTANNING SALON

Open Mon–Fri 11 AM to 7 PM

Saturday 9 AM to 1 PM

279 Franklin Highway, Andover, NH
Tel.: 603-977-0126 • Sun4Ullc@yahoo.com

Spray Tanning 

Spray Tanning 

Now Available!

Now Available!

by appointment only

Sun4U Tanning salon 
is now ready!

Opening day Sept. 15
Come check out our new building!

H
com

New 

Nail Spa!

Gift certifi cates 
available!

4 Booths • 4 Beds
Wide selection of bronzers & accelerants
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