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The Johnsons of Andover posed with the Greens of Norway at 10:30 PM 
in the Vigelands Parken in Oslo. Stuart Green is the son of Liz and Bart 
Green of Maple Street and grew up in Andover. His wife Karine taught at 
Proctor for over fi ve years. Stuart is currently the US Naval Assistant Mili-
tary Attache at the US Embassy in Oslo. Eric Johnson writes, “We were on 
a two week trip to Norway and home-based out of the Greens’ wonderful 
apartment in Oslo.” Back row: Annika, Heide, and Eric Johnson; Karine and 
Stuart Green. Front: Will Green, Britta Johnson, and Annika Green.

Breast Cancer Strikes a 
“Making Strides” Director

Screening caught it early
By Kimberly Laro, Making Strides

Cancer doesn’t discriminate. I never 
thought I would give cancer a compli-
ment, but it is true. Cancer doesn’t dis-
criminate; cancer does not care if you 
are young or old, rich or poor, male or 
female, white, black, or blue.

Cancer doesn’t care if you have vol-
unteered countless hours raising aware-
ness and money for the American Can-
cer Society’s Making Strides Against 
Breast Cancer events. We should not be 
surprised when cancer reaches out and 
says, “Tag, you’re it!” to one of our own 
volunteers.

But the reaction over and over again 
is, “Seriously? After all she has done?” 
Yes, seriously, breast cancer doesn’t 
discriminate. One in eight women in 
the US will be diagnosed with invasive 
breast cancer in her lifetime.

So a funny thing happened on the 
way to Making Strides. Our volunteer 
Planning Committee literally starts 
planning for the next year’s event be-
fore the current event has been held. 
Breast cancer doesn’t have a season, it 
doesn’t just affect people in October. 
The American Cancer Society is fi ght-
ing cancer and supporting people on 
their cancer journey year round.

The funny thing wasn’t all that fun-
ny: one of our own was diagnosed with 
breast cancer. We do laugh about it, as 
anyone who has faced cancer will tell 
you that humor can be good medicine.

Making Strides Against Breast Can-
cer is a volunteer-run event, and at the 
core of the event’s success is a dedicated 
group of volunteer Directors. Each Di-
rector oversees a specifi c aspect of the 
event and coordinates the volunteers for 
that area.

Until recently, out of the eight Direc-
tors, only our 2013-2014 event chair is a 

Making Strides volunteer directors Kimberly Laro and Kathi Russ prepared 
to reveal to the 2013 fundraising total of $588,567 at last October’s event. 
Kathi was diagnosed with breast cancer four months later. It was caught 
early, and she fi nished her treatments in August.

See Strides  on page 28
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“Growing up in the Lakes Region, I feel a connection with my patients. Our goal is for 
young women to be comfortable, have a good experience, & make their health a priority.”  

Ashley Donovan, APRN - Joined Caring for Women, December, 2013


