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Tom Brown joined a group from Trinity Bible Church in South Sutton on a 
trip to Romania for 10 days to help the Pathway to Joy organization in their 
work with disadvantaged children. “We ran children’s programs in a gypsy 
village and an orphanage. We also spent time helping in a hospital ward 
dedicated to abandoned children,” Tom writes. In this photo, Tom proudly 
displays the Beacon and his Beacon t-shirt at a mall in the city of Oradea 
during an afternoon of down-time.

Joel, Tiffany, Sierra, and Cody Provost enjoyed a Disney cruise to Alaska in 
July ... with their copy of the Beacon. Pictured are Sierra, Tiffany, and Cody 
during the family’s drive from Skagway, Alaska to the Yukon Territory of 
Canada.  Photo: Joel Provost

117th Hersey Family 
Reunion, August 2, 2014

60 family members from 
Maine to California
By Rita Norander
Hersey family secretary

Despite a foggy, cloudy start to the 
day, the weather on August 2, 2014 
turned out to be perfect for the 117th an-
nual Hersey Reunion, which was held 
at the Newfound Lake home of Helen 
LaPlante Duchesne. Sixty members 
and two guests, representing nine states 
(Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Mas-
sachusetts, Connecticut, Virginia, Geor-
gia, Ohio, California), were in attendance.

Traveling the farthest were Lori 
Hersey, her husband Tom Giesler, and 
their two sons from California, who 
were spending time at the Hersey Farm 
in East Andover. The oldest mem-
ber present was Helen Duchesne, age 
85, while the youngest member was 
her one-year-old great-granddaughter, 
Ja’Liyah Brown. There were four gen-
erations of Helen’s family present.

The traditional pot luck dinner was 
eaten outside, overlooking the lake. This 
was followed by the business meet-
ing, which was called to order by Vice 
President Chris Duchesne. A moment of 
silence was held for Floyd Covey, Patty 
Weitsman, Dick Mountfort, and Marga-
ret LaPlante Paquette, who died this past 
year. Margaret was the reunion president 

for 35 years and had attended 44 consec-
utive reunions. Secretary Rita Norander 
gave a condensed reading of last year’s 
reunion, and Treasurer Lucy Twombly 
gave the treasurer’s report, which was 
followed by the passing of the hat.

Offi cers elected for the upcoming 
year were President, Paul Hersey; Vice 
President, Chris Duchesne; Secretary, 
Rita LaPlante Norander; and Treasurer, 
Lucy Hersey Twombly. Paul is the fi rst 
president with a Hersey name since 
Myron Hersey was president in 1947.

The election was followed by the 
children’s favorite part of the meeting – 
the drawing of the door prizes! Thanks 
were given to Lisa and Jeff Boucher and 
to Mark and Lynn Duchesne for donat-
ing the prizes.

Before the meeting adjourned, Mo-
nique Paquette Scharlotte, on behalf of 
her family, presented an inscribed gavel 
in memory of her mother. The inscription 
reads (in three lines): “Margaret (LaPlan-
te) Paquette; June 10, 1938 – February 1, 
2014; Hersey Reunion Pres, 35 years.” 
Thanks were given for this treasured gift!

Ice cream cones, swimming, pad-
dle boat rides, playing cards and other 
games, toys for the younger members, 
and most of all visiting, fi nished out a 
very successful reunion day!

Next year’s reunion will be at New-
found Lake on August 1, 2015. 

him. He taught them plumbing, wiring, 
and building, too.

Frank has been an active member 
of the Andover community for many 
years. He was a member and past presi-
dent of the Andover Lions Club for 20 
or 25 years. He was a member of the 
volunteer fi re department. He was also 
instrumental in getting the town ambu-
lance. He drove it for fi ve or six years 
and during that time helped to deliver 
twin girls.

Frank was a member of the Odd Fel-
lows for 30 years, holding Noble Grand 

Frank  from page 38 and District Deputy offi ces, and still 
supports them. He was a member of the 
Lumberman’s Association. He was a 
deacon in the East Andover Congrega-
tional Church for about 15 years.

Every year for the past 11 years, 
Frank has walked in the Blind Aware-
ness Walk-A-Thon that takes place each 
June. He has been the top individual 
fundraiser for this walk for 10 years in 
a row, bringing in a total of $45,524. 
The New Hampshire Association for 
the Blind provides vision rehabilitation 
services for New Hampshire people of 
all ages who, like Frank, are blind or vi-
sually impaired. 
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AANDOVERNDOVER F FOODOOD P PANTRYANTRY
Food and Necessities for People in Need

sponsored by

The Andover Lions • The Andover Beacon

We need your donations of non-perishable, staple foods 
and other necessities. (Please check those expiration dates!)

The food pantry is located downstairs  at the Andover Town 
Hall and is open whenever the Town Hall is open. 

It’s self-service, no questions asked. Take what you need 
or drop off  what you can.

If you know someone in need, tell them about the pantry. 
If they are not comfortable going to the pantry themselves, 
for whatever reason, let a Lion or Beacon volunteer know – 

WE DELIVER!

J. MAC’S SERVICE & REPAIR J. MAC’S SERVICE & REPAIR LLCLLC
Chainsaws, Lawnmowers, Snowblowers, 

Tractors, Rototillers (and other stuff, too!)

PICKUP AND DELIVERY
 Phone: 735-5623 32 Cilleyville Road, Andover 
Cell:  748-8451 John A. McDonaldJohn A. McDonald


