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Safety is a State of Mind –Practice It!
Fire Prevention Week, 
October 5 through 11
Rene Lefebvre
Andover Fire Department Chief

October is a very nice time of the 
year. We all think of fi nishing the gar-
den and getting it ready for next year. 
We are stacking wood and putting the 
toys of summer away. The air is cool, 
and we are able to get outside and just 
smell fall. We also know winter is com-
ing; the beauty of October lets us pre-
pare for cold, surrounded by the colors 
of foliage.

Fire Prevention Week also is an Oc-
tober event. It is a week when fi refi ght-
ers try to bring into our lives and homes 
a measure of safety.

Firefi ghters tend to be passionate 
about fi re prevention and safety be-
cause they see fi rsthand the terrible 
destruction a fi re can cause. We often 
struggle for many years with the mem-
ory of what we are called on to do as 
fi rst responders. We are a team, and we 
work through our bad times together; 
however, we are also internally driven 
to safety and fi re prevention. Let us help 
you.

It is easy to see how safety can be-
come a state of mind. There are people 
who do very dangerous tasks every day 
without a single incident. Others you 
don’t want to be near if they are holding 
a toothbrush.

Thinking safely is a conscious act at 
fi rst, something that you have to force 
to the front of your mind. Make your 
day a little better by taking the time to 
prepare what you will need, so compro-
mise and making do will not lead to di-
saster. Safety is lifestyle, planning, and 
being conscious of your surroundings.

After a while, you will notice when 
something is unsafe without giving it 
much thought. You will turn a boiling 
pot handle; move a can of paint thinner 
away from the edge of the workbench. 
Safety is not one big event; it is many 
little things we do that add up.

I have noticed that when three small, 
silly incidents come together, disaster 
is often the result. Each little incident 
by itself is often so insignifi cant that its 
passing is often unnoticed. Like a stack 
of old newspapers on the fl oor, followed 
by an unattended bad gasket on a wood 
stove, and a bit of draft from an open 
door. Perhaps a silly example, howev-
er it is one that happens all too often. 
Preventing any one factor will produce 
positive results and a safer home.

Move through your day with your 
mind at least aware of safety. Be aware 
of where you are and what is happen-
ing around you. Drive like your life de-
pended on it. Spend a little time mak-
ing your home a little safer; it doesn’t 
take much. Make Fire Prevention Week 
work every day.

If you need help, please call us.  

Press release
Smoke detectors save lives – are 

yours working?
It’s time for a change – a battery 

change, that is! If you are a senior or 
someone in need of help with changing 
your smoke detector batteries, then this 
day is for you. 

LRGHealthcare collaborates with lo-
cal area fi re departments – including the 

Fire Department to Help Seniors 
With Smoke Detectors, Ba  eries

Andover Fire Department – to provide 
free smoke detector battery changes 
and installations. All you have to do is 
sign up, and representatives from your 
local fi re department will perform this 
service free of charge. That includes 
free batteries, too! 

Call 934-2060 ext. 8329 today to 
sign up for your free appointment. 

The Swap Shop will be 
open on Saturday, 
October 11 from 
8 AM to noon and wel-
comes (before noon) 
reusable items in 
working condition like 
toys, clothing, books, 
bicycles, and kitchen-
ware. Please, nono 
upholstered furniture, 
tires, windows, doors, 
electronics, or 
porcelain fi xtures. 

Last One 
’Til Spring!

22 Maple Street, Andover 
MLS# 4381055–Andover $149,900

This is the “Little Red House by the Channel,” in East Andover. The property 

has a picture postcard view of Highland Lake. It is a minute from the Andover 

Town Beach and the public boat launch is just around the corner. For winter 

sports, Ragged Mountain and Mt. Sunapee are both close by. The house 

would make a great year-round starter home or an ideal retreat. Recent 

improvements include a septic system and standing seam roof. Located 

within a half hour of Concord and one hour to the Manchester Regional

   Airport. This property won’t be on the market long. Come see it today!
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Charlie McCrave
direct 603.272.6087 • cell 603.568.4195

Call Charlie for all 
your Real Estate needs.

A Sweet Retreat in Andover 

within a half ho

Airport. This

Ch li M C

 -Presentation for Andover Residents-

Cancer Data
and Statistics:

Results of investigation of a 
possible cancer cluster in Andover 

WEDNESDAY, October 22 – 7:00 PM

Proctor Stone Chapel

There will be opportunity for questions and 
comments from the public. 

Panelists:

Brook Dupee, Chief, Bureau of Public Health Statistics and 
Informatics, Department of Health and Human Services, 

Dr. Judy Rees, Director, New Hampshire State Cancer Registry, 
Assistant Professor, Dartmouth College 

Tom Lambert, Chief, Health Statistics and Data Management, DHHS

Dr. Monawar Hosain - NH State Cancer Registry Epidemiologist

For more information:
Contact Vicki Mishcon at vlmishcon@comcast.net, 735-6402 or

Cindy Benson, cindybenson@tds.net, 321-9231

T H E  15 T H  !
Please have everything to the 

Beacon by the 15th of each month! 


