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Exhibition runs 
through October 26
Press release

Colby-Sawyer College will cel-
ebrate the career, creativity, and gen-
erosity of former faculty member To-
mie dePaola, one of the world’s most 
prolifi c and popular children’s authors 
and illustrators, in the second of two 
exhibitions at the Sawyer Fine and 
Performing Arts Center, Tomie de-
Paola: NOW.

dePaola is perhaps best known for 
creating the eponymous pasta maker 
in Strega Nona, a picture book that 
garnered a Caldecott Honor Award 
in 1976, but he has published nearly 
250 books and sold some 15 million 
copies. NOW will include many of his 
familiar children’s book illustrations, 
which have earned him awards in-
cluding the 2011 Laura Ingalls Wilder 
Award for making a “signifi cant and 
lasting contribution to children’s lit-
erature.”

The NOW exhibition this fall will 
coincide with the New London resi-
dent’s 80th birthday and highlight 
his career from 1975 to the present 
with fi ne art and book illustrations. 
NOW will also feature many of de-
Paola’s paintings, which he shows at 
galleries. He draws inspiration from 
Mexican folk art, Catholic iconogra-
phy, and the artists he studied in the 

Tomie dePaola celebrates his 80th birthday with a second exhibition at 
Colby-Sawyer College from September 19 through October 26.

1950s at the Pratt Institute in Brook-
lyn. THEN, held last fall, featured 
dePaola’s early drawings, paintings, 
and books, along with images of his 
costume and set designs, from the late 
1940s until the mid-1970s.

Tomie dePaola: NOW will open on 
September 19 with a reception spon-
sored by Ledyard Bank from 5 to 7 
PM in the Marian Graves Mugar Art 
Gallery in the Sawyer Fine and Per-
forming Arts Center. Admission is 
free, and all are welcome.

The exhibition will run through 
October 26. The gallery hours through 
October 26 are Monday through Fri-
day, 9 AM to 7 PM; Saturday, 10 AM 
to 4 PM; and Sunday, 1 to 4 PM.

A second free event open to the 
public, In the Gallery with Tomie, 
will take place on Saturday, Septem-
ber 20, in the Marian Graves Mugar 
Art Gallery in the Sawyer Fine and 
Performing Arts Center from 10:30 
AM to 2:30 PM. dePaola’s younger 
fans, their families, and friends are 
invited to a gallery talk, Q&A ses-
sion, and book signing. Books will 
be available for purchase on-site from 
Morgan Hill Bookstore.

It will be a busy fall at 
Colby-Sawyer for dePaola – in addi-
tion to opening NOW, he will design 
the set for the Fine and Performing 
Arts Department’s fall production of 
Oscar Wilde’s The Importance of Be-
ing Earnest. The play will run from 
November 6 through 8 at the Sawyer 
Center. Visit Colby-Sawyer.edu/events 
for more details. 

Colby-Sawyer Celebrates 
Tomie DePaola’s 80th

“Circle and Sphere” Contest 
Winners to be Announced

October 3 at 5:30 PM 
in New London
Press release

The community is invited to the 
Lake Sunapee Region Center for the 
Arts (CFA) First Friday event from 5:30 
to 7 PM at the Lake Sunapee Bank at 
321 Main Street in New London. The 
evening’s program will announce the 
winners of the “Circles and Spheres” 
writing contest.

Talented musician Jim Sims will be-
gin the evening with background music 
as attendees enjoy viewing the photos 
created by LB Chase of Andover. Dur-
ing the evening, Jim will entertain the 
audience with three special musical 
pieces, including an audience favorite, 
All Life is a Circle.

Larry Chase’s collection of 12 pho-
tos known as “Circles and Spheres” are 
scenes from everyday life. The photos 
have provided the writing prompts for 
this contest. Participants were asked to 

respond to the “Circles and Spheres” 
collection, either individually or as a 
whole, and to create one page of prose 
or poetry. The winners of this writing 
contest will be announced this evening.

Joan Doran, chairman of the Literary 
Arts Guild of the Center for the Arts, 
will introduce Laurie Zimmerman of 
Andover, a faculty member at Proctor 
Academy, who has graciously offered 
to select the winners. Each winner will 
then be invited to read their winning 
entry. Following the program, light re-
freshments will be served.

It is also time to thank the folks who 
made this creative writing competition 
possible. A thank-you goes to Larry 
Chase for donating the photo collection 
to the Center for the Arts. A thank-you 
to the Tatewell Gallery who matted and 
framed each of the 12 photos at no cost 
to CFA, and a thank-you also goes to 
the supporter of the arts who funded the 
evening’s program booklet and wishes 
to remain anonymous. 
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