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Ours is the last 
with real authority
Bill Bardsley

During every state election, we fi nd 
candidates for Executive Council on 
the ballot. I suspect this offi ce remains 
mysterious to many voters.

New Hampshire is the only state that 
retains an Executive Council with real 
authority. Our Executive Council goes 
way back to 1679, when King Charles II 
directed that New Hampshire be separat-
ed from Massachusetts and set up a gov-
ernment of its own that he formulated. 

Now our Council reviews the state 

budget, votes on the governor’s judicial 
and administrative appointments (more 
than 300 of these), and must approve all 
state contracts over $10,000. It also man-
ages the state’s 10-year highway plan.

Ray Burton served as District 1 
(North Country) Executive Coun-
cilor for decades prior to his death a 
year ago. He became our councilor 
as that North Country district spread 
southward, when population growth in 
southern counties compressed the geo-
graphic size of the other four districts. 
On November 4, we vote to select a 
councilor to fi ll Ray’s seat for a full 
two-year term.

The fi rst councilors back in 1679 
served reluctantly, not happy to be part 
of a government ordered by the King of 
England. In 2014, we are fortunate to 
have candidates who do wish to serve. 

One is Michael Cryans. Michael 
has a long record as a county commis-
sioner. (He also was the winner in his 
age group in Andover’s Fourth of July 
Firecracker 5K race.) He is a Democrat, 
but he will work for the people of the 
district and state, as did Republican Ray 
Burton, rather than pushing a radical 
personal or party agenda, as does his 
opponent. 

This is likely the reason that Bur-
ton’s relatives support Cryans. I hope 
you will, too, with a vote for Michael 
Cryans on November 4. 

Executive Council Dates from 1679

Rising property taxes 
are being ignored
Mario Ratzki, NH Representative

This will be my last report before the 
November 4 election. Yes, it has been 
two years since the voters of Merrimack 
District 1 -- Andover, Danbury, and 
Salisbury -- did me the honor of electing 
me to the New Hampshire legislature. I 
want to thank all who wrote letters en-
dorsing my re-election; your support is 
what makes it all worthwhile.

On the budget: We came out of 2014 
with a $20 million surplus for 2015.

The surplus, while a good thing, did 
fall short by about $8 million, and some 
departments may have overspent. This 
means diffi cult decisions await us for 
2015, but I have no doubt that we will 
fi nd a way to balance our budget in the 
next year.

In the past two years, I have kept my 
focus on our three towns. Whether it 
was going after fl ood control money for 
Salisbury, making sure Concord knew 
that Danbury did not want a wind farm, 
and lobying the DOT to make sure that 
the Green Crow bridge and Highway 
127 were taken care of, I have tried to 
keep our three towns on the map.

Being only one of 400, I could not 
have done this without the help of my 
buddies, David Karrick and Andrew 
Hosmer. Both had my back, and we 

made a good team. I would urge ev-
eryone to keep this team intact in the 
November election. I found that state 
representatives and senators have an 
immediate and positive impact on con-
stituent services, being “embedded,” as 
it were, within our population.

In the next two years, I intend to 
bring to the fore what I believe is the 
single most important issue facing our 
towns and constituents: our ever-rising 
property taxes. This is the elephant in 
the room that both parties have ignored.

Because of budget constraints, both 
parties have had to eliminate revenue 
sharing to our towns. This simply can-
not go on. For all our residents, espe-
cially young families starting out and 
the elderly on a fi xed income, this has 
become an intolerable burden. This a 
fi ght I am ready to take on.

I respectfully ask for everyone’s vote 
on Tuesday, November 4. I am always 
available at 735-5440 or at MarioRatzki@
gmail.com. 

Mario Ratzki Reports from 
Concord: November 2014

Correction
In the October issue, Mario Ratzki’s 

Report from Concord was inadvertently 
cut by more than half due to a produc-
tion error. The full report is available on 
the Beacon’s Web site at AndoverBeacon.
com/Correction-1410-Ratzki. 

We regret the error. 

Paid for by Mario Ratzki for State Rep. Susan Chase, Fiscal Agent

Mario Ratzki 
for State Representative
Merrimack County District 1

I respectfully ask for everyone's 
vote on November 4th.

Th ank You!
Check my record at www.marioratzki.com
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Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield health coverage for you 
and your family. Strong protection. Strong network.

DEBRA LIVINGSTON, CLTC
Authorized Independent Agent

(603) 526-4513
276 Newport Road • The Gallery, Suite 211

New London, NH 03257
drlivingston@tds.net

Don’t put your family at risk by trying to get by without health 
care coverage. Get reliable benefits that match your busy life.

• Individual and Group Plans 
• HSA, HMO and PPO Plans 
• Medicare Supplement Plans

Debra Livingston is an authorized independent agent in New Hampshire for Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield. 
In New Hampshire, Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the tradename of Anthem Health Plans of New Hamp-
shire, Inc. Independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. ANTHEM® is a registered trademark 
of Anthem Insurance Companies, Inc.. The Blue Cross and Blue Shield names and symbols are registered marks of 
the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Assocation.

735-4488
Now in Potter Place

J. MAC’S SERVICE & REPAIR J. MAC’S SERVICE & REPAIR LLCLLC
Chainsaws, Lawnmowers, Snowblowers, 

Tractors, Rototillers (and other stuff, too!)

PICKUP AND DELIVERY
 Phone: 735-5623 32 Cilleyville Road, Andover 
Cell:  748-8451 John A. McDonaldJohn A. McDonald

Men, Women, 
& Children

Located inside 
Circle K

718 Main St
Andover

Mon-Sat, 9:30-5 • 748-4172
Family Clothing Consignment


