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Cancer Rates in Andover 
are Within Expected Range

Study hampered by 
sample size, limited data
Vicky Mishcon, for the Beacon

A panel of experts from the New 
Hampshire Department of Health and 
Human Services (DHHS) and Dart-
mouth College met with Andover resi-
dents on October 22 to present the results 
of a cancer cluster study for Andover.

The study was initiated, following 
a request by the Board of Selectmen, 
after several residents of Andover Vil-
lage voiced concern about the number 
of cancer cases in the village area.

The presenters were:
• Thomas Lambert, Chief of Health 

Statistics and Data Management for 

the DHHS.
• Dr. Judy Rees, Director of the New 

Hampshire State Cancer Registry 
and Assistant Professor at Dart-
mouth College.

• Dr. Monawar Hosain, New Hamp-
shire State Cancer Registry Epide-
miologist for the DHHS.

To begin, some general facts about 
New Hampshire’s cancer burden were 
shared:

• New Hampshire has the highest 
rate of cancer in the United States.

• Cancer has been the #1 leading 
cause of death in New Hampshire since 
2005.

• 75% of cancers occur in people 

Two Meetings to 
Re-Think the Transfer Station

Next one: December 13 
at the Town Hall
Sophie Viandier, Board of Selectmen

I love the Andover Transfer Station. 
It’s where I catch up on local news, fi nd 
new treasures for my home, and “shop” 
for my friends’ birthday gifts. The dump 
has gone through a lot of transforma-
tions since its move from Monticello. 
We need to plan for resiliency through 
redundancy and collective creativity.

Markets related to waste are chang-
ing rapidly. We are faced with new 
packaging, diffi culties at material re-
covery facilities, transportation chang-
es, smaller electronics that perform a 
million functions, and on and on. The 
economy in foreign countries is chang-
ing the demand on products here in 
Andover – China isn’t demanding 
metal from the US due to its “Green 
Fence” initiative. These issues can be 

hard to predict. A little planning and 
forethought will be a powerful force in 
keeping afl oat.

The public was invited to a collab-
orative analysis and assessment of our 
Transfer Station on Saturday, Decem-
ber 6, at the Town Hall from 9 AM to 
noon. For the next step, please join us on 
Saturday, December 13, from 9 AM to 
noon at the Town Hall, to help create an 
informed design for an “ideal” Transfer 
Station that addresses those things we 
looked at on December 6. We’ll also 
discuss the budget, recycling, the Swap 
Shop, and much, much more! 

In addition to those two meetings, the 
survey on the Andover Transfer Station 
at AndoverBeacon.com/DumpSurvey is a 
quick (three minutes or less) question-
naire to begin a month-long analysis of 
our beloved dump. Please send any ad-
ditional comments, refl ections, sugges-
tions, etc. to SGViandier@gmail.com. 

Deb Guinard looks down from the new “crow’s nest” in the Transfer Sta-
tion’s recycling building, a vantage point that helps her keep prohibited ma-
terials out of the recycling compactor so we don’t have a load rejected by 
our single-stream processor. “Plastic bags of any kind are not allowed, even 
if they’re recyclable,” Deb reminds everyone. “They can wreck the single 
stream sorting machines!” 

Another big problem is used tissues, used paper towels, used paper 
plates, and dirty food containers. “Even if it’s recyclable, it can’t go in the 
single-stream container if it’s dirty or contaminated,” Deb says. 

Holiday Reminders: Wrapping paper can’t go in the recycling compactor, 
and the Transfer Station closes at noon on Christmas Eve and New Year’s 
Eve. Photo: Charlie Darling
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The Kearsarge 
Beekeepers...

Four part Bee School 
will be held at

Kearsarge Middle School
1 to 4 P.M. • Sat., Feb 7 & 21, 

and March 7 & 21

The fee is $50 which 
includes a "how to" book 

on beekeeping

For information 
call 863-4012


