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AE/MS Soccer Ends 
a Winning Season

Shuts out Kearsarge 
on Proctor’s turf fi eld
Amy Makechnie, AE/MS coach

On October 24, 2014, the Andover 
Eagle soccer team ended their winning 
season with a game against Kearsarge, 
on Proctor Academy’s turf fi eld, for an 
under-the-lights night game. It was a 
frigid evening, with players huddling to 
stay warm on the sidelines, and fi ngers 
and ears turning red with cold. Once we 
took the fi eld however, we played one of 
our best games of the season. The fi eld 
was wide and long, and Andover felt 
the pressure kicked up a notch. But we 
passed, dribbled, and communicated, 
wining the game, 4-0. It was a perfect 
ending to a near-perfect season.

Statistics include 78 total goals 
scored by 20 different players and as-
sists by 19 separate players. For the 
boys, leading scorers were 8th grad-
ers Camden Donovan, Myles Powers, 
Jack Newton, and Teigan Friedrich. 
Leading scorers for the girls included 
8th graders Samantha Parkman and 
Sophia Weber, and 7th graders Vi-
enna Marcus and Hannah Asbury. 
Throughout the season, four players 
had header goals: Myles Powers, DJ 
Rankins, Matt Bent, and Ryan Meth-
ven. Throughout the season, we had 
only one loss ( Merrimack Valley) 
as a team, and one loss for our girls 
when the team split into boys and girls 
squads against co-ed Kearsarge teams.

This 7th and 8th grade team is partic-
ularly talented and hard-working. They 
understand the game of soccer and love 
to play outside of practice time. They 
also know each other well as many of 
them have played together since fi rst 
grade on Andover’s recreation leagues. 
They read each other’s body language, 
communicate well, set up plays for one 
another, and have honed foot skills 
through hours of practicing change of 
speed and direction, “nutmegs,” “Mara-
donas,” “overlaps,” and “fake-outs.”

Winning was fun and rewarding, but 

the best part of coaching this team was 
their love of the game, and sense of what 
it really means to be a “Team. Soccer 
is not an individual sport, but there are 
certainly moments one can be selfi sh. 
Not the Andover Eagles. In practice we 
run sprints as fast as we can, individu-
ally. Day after day, the fastest runners 
fi nished fi rst, stopped to breathe, and 
then, rather than stop, went back and 
ran with their teammates, encouraging 
them to fi nish strong; there was never a 
teammate left alone. Many players had 
multiple opportunities to score more 
goals, but often, they would pass the 
ball so a teammate could have a taste 
of the glory. This type of unselfi shness 
earned us many compliments from oth-
er coaches and referees, and fostered a 
tremendously positive team culture.

The end of this season is particu-
larly bittersweet, but I wish all the luck 
to our eighth graders and look forward 
to seeing them on the fi eld next year 
in high school. Graduating players in-
clude: Aiden Kellogg, Britta Johnson, 
Camden Donovan, Devin Barton, DJ 
Rankins, Dylan Plante, Hayden Bus-
well, Jack Newton, Jared Frost, Jesse 
Wagner, Julia Royal, Lexie Emeny, 
Matt Bent, Myles Powers, Nelson 
Makechnie, Ryan Methven, Samantha 
Parkman, Sophia Weber, Teigan Fried-
rich, Zach Cronin, and Zach Shipley.

Seventh graders stepping up to lead 
a new squad are: Elijah Wakeman, Gar-
rett Munson, Hannah Asbury, Hunter 
Hawkes, Riley Keezer, Ryelle Jennifer, 
Tori Braley, Vienna Marcus, and Wil-
liam Furtkamp.

Many thanks to Athletic Director 
Jim Tucker for scheduling and sup-
porting our program so well, Gregor 
Makechnie and Proctor Academy for 
fi eld use, facilitating our annual jambo-
ree, and allowing us the thrill of a night 
game, and to parents who shuttled back 
and forth, washed many loads of dirty 
socks, and delivered tasty and healthy 
snacks for every game. See you next 
year! 

The 2014-2015 AE/MS soccer team: Front: Nelson Makechnie, Sofi a Weber, 
Lexi Emeny, Britta Johnson, Will Furtkamp, Elijah Wakeman, Ryelle Jenifer, 
Hannah Asbury, Jack Newton, Matthew Bent. Back: Coach Amy Makechnie, 
Julia Royal, Samantha Parkman, Aidan Kellogg, Myles Powers, Zachary Shi-
pley, Teigan Friedrich, Zachary Cronin, Camden Donovan, Riley Keezer, Vi-
enna Marcus, Devin Barton, Ryan Methven, Garrett Munson, Jared Frost.

Holiday Shoppe Comes to 
AE/MS on December 18

Drop off donations 
before the 18th
Press release

The Holiday Shoppe at Andover El-
ementary/Middle School is a favorite 
tradition that students look forward to 
every December. It is a one-day event 
when students are able to buy gifts at 
very unbelievably affordable prices for 
their families, and the children get to 
make their selections all by themselves.

The Holiday Shoppe is on Thurs-
day, December 18, in the gym at AE/
MS. Each class is assigned a half hour 
in which to do their shopping. Students 
are encouraged to pre-plan so as to 
make the most of their time.

Christine Frost will again coordinate 
the shop. Questions can be directed to 
Christine at 735-5500, and items can 
be dropped off in the school offi ce any 
time before December 18.

The local ladies from the New 
Hampshire Circle of Home and Fam-
ily and the AE/MS PTO can always be 
counted on for help and support with 

the Holiday Shoppe. The New Hamp-
shire Circle of Home and Family ladies 
provide great assistance, taking shifts 
during the day, contributing items, and 
decorating bags.

Many hours are donated to this 
event, and AE/MS students really ap-
preciate it. Many community members 
generously donate items year after year. 
Townspeople and school families bring 
in trinkets, jewelry, handmade mittens 
and hats, small tools, sports memora-
bilia, toys, books, etc. Many people are 
great about thinking of AE/MS when 
shopping.

Please consider sending in new or 
almost new items. If you are shopping 
and see a bargain and are able to help, 
please pick up something for the Holi-
day Shoppe.

The children absolutely love the op-
portunity to surprise their family mem-
bers with the gifts they shopped for, se-
lected, and wrapped all by themselves. 
Last year, over 2,000 items were thought-
fully chosen and bought by the children.

One of my favorite afternoons is 
watching students board the school 
bus with their carefully wrapped and 
concealed treasures. The students are 
bursting with pride, and I always won-
der how many of them are able to wait 
until Christmas to share their surprises. 
Thanks so much! 

Andover’s 
Friendly 
Place for 

Great FoodGreat Food
Visit our other locations in 

Sunapee•Bradford•Woodstock 

Quechee•Windsor•Grantham
and at

394 Main St., New London 
526-9202

NEW!NEW!

Gluten-Free 
Gluten-Free 

Pizza!
Pizza!

Serving Andover and the Surrounding Area Since 1977

 Wood, Pellet, and Gas Stove Installations

Check The 
Web Site!
Check the latest news at 

AndoverBeacon.com every day!

Volunteers Power the Beacon!
Please join the team!


