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should go down by about $92.
Andover School Budget

The Budget Committee recom-
mends a total budget, including warrant 
articles, for the Andover School District 
for fi scal year 2015-2016 of $4,774,465, 
up $19,912 (0.4%) over the current 

year’s budget. This 
includes an op-
erating budget of 
$4,729,465 plus 
warrant articles 
for an additional 
$45,000.

A signifi cant 
increase in the op-
erating budget is 
for transportation. 
The fi rst year of the 
new fi ve-year bus 

contract is higher than the last year of 
the previous contract by $94,523 (an 
increase of 26.5%). The School Board 
negotiated vigorously to avoid even fur-
ther increases.

Tax bill for $200,000 
property could drop $92
Ed Hiller, Budget Committee

The proposed 2015 budgets for 
Andover schools, town government, 
and fi re departments total $6,652,036, 

down over $60,000 (or 0.9%) from the 
2014 total.

These budgets will result in signifi -
cantly smaller changes in the tax bills 
this year. The State Educational Grant 
is increased signifi cantly, which will 
reduce the School tax 
burden. Assuming 
no changes in other 
offsetting revenues 
(including use of pre-
vious year surplus), 
and assuming that 
the County charge 
doesn’t change, the 
estimated tax bill for 
a property assessed 
at $200,000 for 2015 

TDS CABLE CHANNEL 16
Andover Community Cable TV is now available on TDS Cable Channel 

16 (as well as on Comcast Cable Channel 8)! 

If you’re a TDS cable subscriber and you aren’t receiving anything on 
TDS Cable Channel 16, then turn off the power to your cable box; wait a 
couple of minutes; and turn it back on. TDS says that should fi x the problem.

Press release
The Solarize challenge put forth by 

Vital Communities, a Vermont-based 
non-profi t, was a demanding one: dou-
ble the amount of residential solar-elec-
tric (photovoltaic) production capacity 
in the towns of Andover, New London, 
and Wilmot by the end of January 2015.

As the Beacon went to press on Jan-

uary 26, the fi gures – with fi ve days of 
the challenge remaining – have been 
impressive:

• Property owners who indicated 
an interest in a residential solar instal-
lation: 243 (131 in Andover, 58 in New 
London, and 54 in Wilmot)

• Property owners who requested a 

Solarize Kearsarge Project 
Hopes to End on a Bright Note

Proposed Budgets 
Down Almost 1%

Proposed Net Budgets for 2015

Department 2014
appropriated

2015
proposed Change

School $4,754,533 $4,774,465 $19,912
Town $1,830,331 $1,749,159 -$81,172
Fire Depts $127,412 $128,412 $1,000
TOTAL $6,712,296 $6,652,036 -$60,260

Net budgets exclude pass-through items that don’t 
impact this year’s tax rate. Two common examples: the 
State reimbursing the Town for part of a road project, or 
the Town buying equipment with funds appropriated in 
prior years.

Tax Bills for a $200,000 Property
Department 2014 2015 (est.) Change
School $2,722 $2,694 -$28 -1.0%
Town $784 $720 -$64 -8.2%
Fire
 Andover $130 $130 — — 
 E. Andover $76 $76 — — 
County $570 $570 — — 

Total Tax Bills for a $200,000 Property
 Andover $4,206 $4,114 -$92 -2.2%
 E. Andover $4,152 $4,060 -$92 -2.2%

Art Makechnie (in back), was swamped by little ones from Imagination Inn 
at the Andover Food Pantry. Art was delivering food donated by Proctor 
Academy when the kids from Imagination Inn arrived, each with a box or 
can of food for the pantry.  Photo: Charlie Darling

Nick Fairall Seriously Injured 
While Competing in Austria

Stablized by 
emergency surgery
Press release

Nicholas Fairall, 25, of Andover, sus-
tained a serious spine injury on January 
5 when he fell while ski jumping in the 
fi nal event of the 4-Hills-Tournament in 
Bischofshofen, Austria. Nick, a member 
of the USA Ski Jumping team, a 2014 
Sochi Olympian, and a popular coach at 

AE/MS and the Andover Outing Club, 
was taken to hospital in Schwarzach 
where he underwent extensive emer-
gency spinal surgery to stabilize his 
injuries.

He showed his positive attitude right 
after surgery: “I’m in good spirits and 
looking forward to a great year,” he 
wrote on Facebook.

Nick is a two-time US National 

Nick Fairall of Andover gives the “thumbs up” sign from his hospital bed in 
Austria after emergency surgery for a serious spine injury he sustained while 
competing in Bischofshofen in January. He will be out for the rest of the ski 
jumping season. To help with the high costs of his treatment and rehabilita-
tion, you can make a tax-deductible donation to Nick at AndoverBeacon.com/
Nick-Rally.

See Budgets  on page 2

See Nick  on page 5

See Solarize  on page 5

Andover’s American Legion 
Post 101 is Back!

Needs veterans 
of all wars to join
Bill Leber, Post 101

As I reported in the previous edition 
of the Beacon, Andover’s American 
Legion Post 101 was under pressure to 
increase membership and activities or 
be subjected to losing its charter.

At its meeting in December, Post 
101 decided to make an effort to in-

crease the membership by contacting 
the many veterans who were invited 
to the Veterans Day celebration at the 
Andover Elementary/Middle School.

Telephone invitations were issued 
to the veterans, and response was posi-
tive; several attended the Post meeting 
in January to join the American Legion 
Post 101. We are excited that we are on 
the way to reactivating the Post.

See Post 101  on page 5


