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Proctor Stages 
To Kill a Mockingbird

Cope Makechnie in the 
lead role as Scout
Scott Allenby, Proctor Academy

Proctor’s winter play will show on 
Friday and Saturday, February 13 and 
14, at 7 PM in the Wilkins Meeting 
House. A cast of 17 students and anoth-
er 11 students are working on costumes, 
props, set building, and lighting under 
the guidance of director Jen Summers.

The play is adapted from Lee Harp-
er’s Pulitzer Prize-winning novel ex-
ploring the controversial case of Tom 
Robinson, a black man accused of 
raping a young white girl. The action 
is seen through the eyes of Scout, the 
daughter of Atticus Finch, the lawyer 
assigned to defend Tom Robinson.

Narrated by Miss Maudie, this 1935 
sleepy town of Maycomb, Alabama, 
comes to life as we watch Scout and 
her older brother Jem, along with Dill, a 
friend visiting for the summer, let their 
imaginations run wild about the “scary” 
neighbor Boo Radley, a mad dog named 
Tim, and of course the impending case 
that everyone is talking about.

Andover’s Cope Makechnie is play-

ing the lead role of Scout, with Suna-
pee’s Jacob Rousseau and Concord’s 
Remy Miller in the main roles of Heck 
Tate and Dill, respectively. The lead role 
of Atticus Finch will be played by Nick 
Kates, and Jeremy Finch (Jem) will be 
played by Brett Hoffman.

Chicester’s Bailey Rymes will play 
Miss Maudie, Pudu Blamouh will ap-
pear as Calpurnia, Shannon Xin plays 
Mayella Ewell, and Nathan Kyeame 
will play Tom Robinson.

All reports from the stage throughout 
the month of January point to a tremen-
dous show, as the set has evolved into 
looking like a real 1930s southern town. 
With the exception of Miss Maudie, 
played by Bailey Rymes, all lead roles 
are fi lled by students who have not pre-
viously acted on the Proctor stage but 
are incredibly enthusiastic and working 
hard to bring their characters to life in 
a realistic and respectful manner with a 
play that in many ways is timely, given 
world events.

The play is open to the public for 
$10 admission, while students are free. 
Please reserve tickets at AndoverBeacon.
com/PA-Mockingbird. 

Through the Reading Glasses, 
February 2015

Blues concert at 
Highland Lake Grange Hall
Janet Moore, Library Trustee

“Baby, it’s cold outside!” By the time 
you read this, perhaps we’ll be in the 
middle of a February thaw, or not. What 
we really need is a good foot of snow and 
a brisk wind to blow it off the skating 
ponds. Then, skiers, skaters, and home-
owners with old foundations will be 
happy together. So let’s think about light.

First up is All the Light We Cannot 
See by Anthony Doerr. In a story of war-
time Europe, Doerr writes about a blind 
French girl retreating to St. Malo with 
her father when the Germans occupy 
Paris, and a German boy who develops 
radio expertise as he tracks the French 
resistance. Of course, their paths cross....

Eleanor Catton’s Booker Prize-

winning novel, The Luminaries, is up 
next. The setting is 1866 in a gold min-
ing town in New Zealand, and Walter 
Moody, newly minted lawyer in search 
of gold, arrives to fi nd himself in the 
thick of mysterious happenings, over 
800 pages worth. Mystery, action, and 
adventure rolled into one long winter’s 
read is just the ticket for the slowly 
lengthening days.

And dig out Shel Silverstein’s A 
Light in the Attic for a rousing case of 
the sillies. Oops, don’t forget A Light 
in the Forest, Conrad Richter’s deeply 
moving story of a young white boy, kid-
napped and raised by Pennsylvania In-
dians and caught between civilizations 
during the Indian Wars.

Remember the blues concert on 
Thursday, February 26, at the Highland 
Lake Grange Hall! 

New Hampshire Circle of 
Home and Family, February 2015

Fairy tales weren’t 
always so pleasant
Judy Perreault, NHCHF

“And they lived happily ever after.” 
That’s the way most fairy tales end, but we 
found from our NHCHF January program 
“Once Upon A Time” that this wasn’t al-
ways true. Many of the fairy tales contained 
cruelty and violence and unhappy endings.

Because of this, they were original-
ly intended for adults. Over the years, 
these fairy tales were “sanitized” for a 
younger audience, especially the ones 
that were made into movies.

Fairy tales have been around for 
thousands of years. Since oral storytell-
ing came long before the written word, 
it is diffi cult to trace the origin. Many 
evolved from centuries-old tales that 
changed with the telling and retelling.

The theme of a lot of fairy tales is 
good versus evil. As oral stories began 
to be written down, authors further 
changed them to enhance the story 
line. Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm, Hans 
Christian Anderson, and Lewis Carroll 
are some of the more famous and prolif-

ic authors. Adults and children still en-
joy theses fantasy stories that happened 
in “Once Upon A Time.”

In December, the Halcyon Seekers 
chapter of NHCHF once again provided 
decorated bags for the AE/MS Christmas 
Shoppe. Members were on hand to help 
the children with bagging their purchases.

We were assisted this year by some 
students from the upper grades. It was a 
very busy day, and we appreciated their 
help. The children put a lot of thought into 
the gifts they purchased for their families.

Thanks to the AE/MS staff for pro-
viding this opportunity for students to 
do some Christmas shopping.

We ended our year of NHCHF activ-
ities with a Christmas party where we 
enjoyed good food, fun, and fellowship.

We meet the third Monday of the 
month for lunch and a program. In Feb-
ruary, it will be about lighthouses. For 
more information, call 735-5493. Serving Andover and the Surrounding Area Since 1977
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