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world through sports.
The second grade students were bust-

ing with excitement to share Nick Vuji-
cic with the rest of the school. Nick has 
long been an example of perseverance 
for second and third grade students.

Many individuals were researched, 
and much learning has taken place as 
presentations were put together. AE/
MS students have a wealth of heroes: 
MLK, Jr.; Ghandi; Mother Theresa; 
Beethoven; MC Escher; Don Gould; 
Andover Fire Chief Rene Lefebvre; 
Louis Zamperini, Helen Armstrong’s 
amazing grandfather; many US presi-
dents; Dr. Seuss; and on, and on...

The Power of One project was born 
from Story Preservation Initiative’s 
Learning Lab project. Andover resident 
Mary Kuechenmeister, president and 
founder of Story Preservation Initiative, 
shared her collection of fi rst-hand nar-
rative recordings with several AE/MS 
teachers, and the idea expanded from 
there.

Story Preservation Initiative is an 
oral history-based educational resource 
that records fi rst-hand narratives of 
people who have made extraordinary 
contributions in the arts, sciences, and 
humanities. The audio recordings offer 
fi rst-person access to history and mod-
ern-day research, as well as to culture, 
politics, scientifi c inquiry, and a diverse 
range of human experience.

Exposure to these primary source 
materials guides students toward criti-

One  from page 32 cal thinking and analytical skills. The 
recordings are often intimate and per-
sonal, helping students to relate to the 
speaker and subject matter. The Learn-
ing Lab is a joint project between Story 
Preservation Initiative and the New 
Hampshire Department of Education.

Dana Dakin, a local area commu-
nity member and a captivating inter-
viewee of Story Preservation Initiative, 
has inspired the group with her incred-
ible work in West Africa. The AE/MS 
Kindness Club will focus on Dana’s 
work and invite Dana to speak with in-
terested classes in the early spring.

Dana founded WomensTrust, which 
has a focus on stimulating the economy 
in a West African village outside of 
Ghana. She has started a scholarship 
program there to keep girls in school 
and has improved the maternal mortal-
ity rate by integrating volunteer nurses 
into healthcare clinics.

Dana’s philosophy is that life is lived 
in thirds. “The fi rst third of your life you 
learn. The second third you earn, and 
the fi nal third you return.” She is in the 
return phase of her life. The older stu-
dents have used Dana Dakin’s inspiring 
interview as a segue into this project.

It seems fi tting to spend Civil Rights 
Day at AE/MS thinking about respond-
ing to Dr. King’s question, “What are 
you doing for others?” The future is in 
good hands, because AE/MS students 
already have many ideas of how they 
can and will make a positive differ-
ence in the world. Their enthusiasm is 
boundless and reassuring. 

Tournament  from page 30

• Andover boys: DJ Rankins and 
Camden Donovan

• Kearsarge boys: Graham Weisberg
• Franklin boys: RJ Overka
• Andover girls: Julia Royal

• Kearsarge girls: Jordan Busch
• Franklin girls: Libbey Hicks
Special thanks to the referees who 

offi ciated all games in the tournament: 
Derrick Sylvester, a draft pick of the 
LA Dodgers, and Jeff West, a football 
coach at Franklin High School. 

AE/MS Holds its First Bed Time 
Stories and Book Swap Night

PJs, milk and cookies, 
and bedtime stories
Gretchen Hildebrand, AE/MS teacher

Our fi rst Bedtime Stories and Book 
Swap Night was held on January 15. It 
was organized by Mrs. Hattan and Mrs. 
Lauster and provided fi ve stations of 
bedtime stories, activities, and milk and 
cookies for anyone who wanted to attend.

One group spent the evening listen-
ing to “Hedgie” stories by Jan Brett. We 
read The Hat, Hedgie’s Surprise, and 

AE/MS held its fi rst Literacy Night on January 15 with bedtime stories, ac-
tivities, and milk and cookies. Enjoying one of Jan Brett’s famous hedgehog 
stories were (back) Kalee Keyser, Andrew Croteau, Brandon Dukette, Grace 
Plante, and Ms. Lane; (middle) Miles Keyser, Micayla French, Ethan Dukette, 
and Ms. Hildebrand; (front) Parker Sweeney, Brennan Dunklee, Wyatt Car-
leton, Jacob Carleton, and Ben Newton.

Hedgie Blasts Off. In the photo, Wyatt 
Carleton is holding an important page 
of The Hat open to view. In that part, all 
of the animals took winter hats, scarves, 
etc. that had blown off the line and put 
them on their heads … all because the 
fi rst mitten had blown off the line and 
gotten caught in Hedgie’s quills.

Ms. Hildebrand’s pet hedgehog, 
Hanna, was in attendance and was a 
very polite listener! Everyone enjoyed 
watching her reactions to being the star 
of the stories. It was a great night! 
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WE HAVE NEW COFFEE!
We are now freshly grinding and brewing 

Java Tree Gourmet Coff ees. 
Craft roasted in Manchester, NH. Come give it a try!

Lots of fl avors including Pumpkin, Gingerbread and Egg Nog!
We still sell Green Mtn K-Cups – 24 for $11.99

Great Selection and Price!
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George’s
Ski Shop

1 Bridge Rd. • Andover
735-5590 • 848-5437
GeorgeFamily@tds.net

Mounting • Tune-ups
Skis & Snowboards

X-Country
Overnight service

Call for prices

We're collecting used equipment 
for the Town ski program


