
AndoverBeacon.com Mail@AndoverBeacon.com 735-6099

Page 20 • The Andover Beacon • March 2015

Route 11 Took Three Paths 
Around Hogback

Some old sections are 
still walkable today
Rita Norander, for the Beacon
Introduction

Over a year ago, after reading still 
another plea from Charlie Darling for 
volunteers to help with the Beacon, 
I decided it was time to step up to the 
plate and see if there was anything I 
could do to help.

Chatting with Charlie about what I 
might do, I told him of my interest in lo-
cal history and genealogy. He suggest-
ed I write a series of articles about the 
roads in Andover, how they got their 
names, and the people who used to live 
on them – especially the family whose 
name the road might bear.

I decided to write only about the 
roads in East Andover, since this is the 
area of town with which I am most fa-
miliar, having grown up here, a little 
west of the Franklin town line. 
When my husband retired in 
2012, we moved into the house 
where I grew up, which has 
been in my family (LaPlante) 
since 1929.

I’ll have a good reference 
in Ralph Chaffee’s book, East 
Andover and Its People, Fifty 
Years Ago and Today, which he 
wrote in 1974. This is a wonder-
ful book which I have turned to 
often over the years, and much 
of the information I will use in 
my articles will have been gleaned from 
these pages. John Eastman’s History of 
Andover, 1751-1906 is another great ref-
erence I will use.
The Old Brook Road

I will begin these articles close to 
home by writing about the section of 
Route 11 which runs from the Franklin 
town line, around Hogback Hill (today’s 
Clay Bank, which is before the S-curve 
bridge), and on to Dyer’s Crossing. This 
road goes by my house and used to be 
called the Andover Road, but with the 
advent of 911, its name was changed to 
the Franklin Highway.

When initially laid out in 1824, it 
was called “the Brook Road.” The wa-
terway itself was originally known as 
Mill Brook, but at some point in time 
its name was changed to Sucker Brook.

Previous to the building of the Brook 
Road, there were two other roads fair-
ly close by – one to the north and one 
to the south – which connected East 
Andover with the Pemigewasset River 
area. These roads were already in use in 
the 1760s, and I was surprised to learn 
the Brook Road was built so much later.

As might be expected by its name, 
this new road closely followed the brook, 
as it twisted and turned and squeezed 
through the little valley between Mar-
ston Hill to the south and Hogback Hill 
to the north, each of which came down 
steeply to the edge of the brook.

Let’s begin following the old Brook 
Road at the Franklin town line and head 
west, in the direction of Andover. At the 
town line, Brook Road was more to the 

right (north) and so was closer 
to the brook and the Last Street 
bridge than the road of today.

It then went straight (like 
today’s road) until coming to 
the area of our lower or east-
ern driveway, where it went to 
the right, and again was closer 
to the brook. This was neces-
sary, because in 1824, there 
were no railroad tracks on the 
left (south), so Marston Hill 
was still intact and came down 
steeply and close to the brook 
on this side. Also at that time, of 
course, the present road and our 

current house were not there, and pos-
sibly neither was the little house with its 
outbuildings close to the brook (see the 
photos).

We have deeds for this older house 
which go back to the 1860s, but we are 
not sure when it was actually built, al-
though I’m guessing not until after the 
coming of the Brook Road. The original 
road’s path was pretty much the same 
as the current dirt road which circles 
around the back of our present house. 
Thus it headed south briefl y, coming 
out about where our western driveway 
is, and crossed where today’s road and 
rail trail are – which again were not 
there at that time.

Brook Road next turned to the west and 
crossed the brook. The stone work which 
supported this bridge is still in place today 
and can easily be seen from the rail trail. 
It is a true testament to the workmanship 
of its time – built without mortar, and still 

This is how the little house down in back of 
the Norander’s present house looked when 
Rita’s parents bought it in 1929, when the 
main road went right by it.

The old camp and gas station on Route 11 
near Hogback. It was just to the west of Ar-
chie’s store, shown in the photo to the right. 
The gentleman in the photo is probably 
Archie Morrill, from whom Rita’s parents 
bought the property.

See Route 11  on page 25

lake in the northern corner, there was 
always a lot of weeds and fi sh until a 
couple of years ago. Now he says it is 
like a desert – nothing but dirt and sand, 
a complete change.

I fi nd the most interesting thing 
about the swim is his playlist, which 
changes every time. That’s right, he lis-
tens to music while he swims.

He has an MP3 player that doesn’t 
use headphones but technology called 
bone-conduction. Two pieces similar to 
headphones sit just over his jawbones 
(not over the ear). When music plays 
through them, they vibrate the bone 
so he can hear them in any condition. 

Swimmer  from page 19

They work best when totally underwa-
ter, and even though he swims mostly 
on the surface, HWMNBN said being 
able to listen to music has made swim-
ming much more enjoyable.

Today HWMNBN and I took the 
dog for a walk across the snow and 
ice out to the island on Highland Lake. 
Hard to believe, but before you know it, 
the ice will melt, and the trees will bud 
out. The docks will go in, and you will 
probably see those feet kicking through 
the water once again.

On our walk back to the cabin, I 
asked him why he swims. His answer: 
“If you don’t swim, you sink.” 
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We know you’ve been meaning 
to support the Beacon, but you just 

haven’t quite gotten... 

Well, now you’ve got one!

PLEASE SEND A CHECK TODAY!


