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Andover Helps Solarize Upper 
Valley to Successful Wrap-Up

New solar installations 
to exceed 180
Press release

Through the successful Solarize Up-
per Valley program, at least 181 more 
homeowners across the Upper Valley 
have signed contracts to go solar this 
year. The initiative, led by the nonprofi t 
Vital Communities and local volunteers 
to increase the rate of solar adoption in 
the region, encouraged New Hamp-
shire homeowners in Hanover, Orford, 
New London, Andover, and Wilmot, 
and Vermont homeowners in Wood-
stock, Pomfret, Randolph, Brookfi eld, 
and Braintree to commit to solar by the 
January 31 deadline.

“We’re thrilled that every Solarize 
community met or exceeded the goal 
of doubling the amount of solar in their 
towns,” said Vital Communities Ener-
gy Program Manager Sarah Simonds. 
“The dedicated volunteers who helped 
educate and encourage their neighbors 
should be very proud of their success in 
getting more renewable energy onto the 
grid and into residents’ homes. We hope 
the results of the fi rst two rounds of So-
larize – with more than 300 households 
signing contracts to go solar – will in-
spire residents across our region to con-
sider solar as a viable option.”

In all, more than 800 homeowners – 
7% of households – requested site visits 
from their community’s partner install-
er. The more than 180 households that 
committed to going solar in Round Two 
will add over a megawatt of renewable 
energy capacity to the region. Most in-
stallations will be completed this spring 
and summer.
Solarize Kearsarge

Andover, while not in the geographic 
area normally served by Vital Communi-
ties, was encouraged to join in the Solar-
ize project by teaming up with the towns 
of New London and Wilmot, which are 
within the coverage area. Known locally 

as Solarize Kearsarge, the project was 
spearheaded in town by members of the 
Andover Energy Group, a voluntary or-
ganization formed in 2011.

As reported in the February Beacon, 
participation by Andover residents ex-
ceeded that of their New London and 
Wilmot neighbors, with 20 residents 
committing to solar-electric systems to 
be installed by ReVision Energy, the des-
ignated installer on the project. Another 
two to fi ve residential systems may be 
installed by contractors other than ReVi-
sion, according to the Energy Group.

Members of the Andover Energy 
Group expressed broad satisfaction with 
the project outcome, according to Larry 
Chase, the group’s chair – “not only with 
the solid commitments made during the 
campaign, but also to the high level of 
interest shown, which may lead to more 
installations of solar and other alternative 
energy sources down the road.” Group 
members also cited Vital Communities’ 
project leadership and coordination, and 
the support of the project’s designated 
installer, ReVision Energy.

Solarize Upper Valley teamed up 
community volunteers with competi-
tively selected solar photovoltaic (PV) 
installers for 15 weeks of outreach 
around small-scale solar energy, of-
fering competitive prices, accessible 
resources, and a simplifi ed process for 
solar PV installations. “At the launch 
event I found that even at the highest 
price level cost was much lower than 
when I looked at solar three years ago, 
and the utility payback is better than 
we expected,” refl ected one new so-
lar homeowner. According to another, 
“The incentive of a group doing it and 
lowering the cost was great.”

Vital Communities is currently re-
cruiting volunteers for its third round 
of the Solarize Upper Valley program, 
which will launch in June. Interested 
community members can learn more at 
VitalCommunities.org/Solarize. The dead-
line for communities to apply is March 
16. Solarize programs have been suc-
cessful in Massachusetts and Connecti-
cut and are now taking root in other 
parts of the region and country. 

Wilmot Farmers Market 
Makes Plans for Summer

Vendors need to 
apply by March 1
Press release

The bandstand on the Wilmot Vil-
lage Green may be buried with snow, 
but the board of directors of the Wilmot 
Farmers Market is planning that the 
snow will eventually melt and be re-
placed with green grass by opening 
day. Opening day is Saturday, June 27, 
and the market will run every Saturday 
through September.

The board has sent out applications 
and has asked for returning vendors to 
apply by Sunday, March 1.

The musicians are almost all booked, 
with music sponsors still needed. The 
donation is $50 per market, with spon-
sors being included in the Kearsarge 

Shopper ad and on the market’s Web site.
The board hopes to have the mar-

ket’s annual Children’s Day continue 
and is asking for someone to come 
forward to help organize the Saturday, 
July 18 event. Throughout the season, 
events are planned at the education tent. 
If you have a talent, hobby, or business 
that you would like to share or teach to 
others, please let us know.

There are openings for full-time 
vendors at the market for the 2015 sea-
son. Another option is that of being a 
part-time vendor, which requires a 
commitment to at least three markets. 
Interested applicants may get the appli-
cation at WilmotFarmersMarket.com.

Direct questions to board chair Mi-
chelle Riordan at Michelle@GraftonGlass.
com or 475-9416. 

Community Wellness, Together.

To learn more about our services, visit www.newlondonhospital.org.

                   Emily Sevigny, RN                     Daniel Morrison, MD 

Call 603-526-5172 for an appointment  
at New London Hospital.

From ear and sinus infections 
to hearing loss and balance 
disorders, our New London 
Hospital Otolaryngology  
(ear, nose, throat) team  
is here for you. Offering  
expert, compassionate care  
from diagnosis to treatment,  
we work together to keep  
you healthy.

Dartmouth-Hitchcock Physician

Join Us March 5th at New London Inn For 
Thursday’s Child Dinner 

benefitting 

BECKY’S GIFT EQUINE RELIEF
A 501c3 Non-Profit Assisting NH Horses In Need

For Reservations Call: 526-2791 
GREAT food for a GREAT cause at a beautiful Inn

What better way to spend the evening?

TackRoomCQ.com
Pancake Road & Route 11 Tues - Sat, 10 to 5 • Sun, 1 to 5
Andover NH • 735-4100 TackRoomCQ@hotmail.com

TACK ROOM
CONSIGNMENT TACK

Supporting NH Horse Rescue

TIME TO APPLY
for Andover Service Club 

SCHOLARSHIPS
Available to:

Andover’s Graduating 
Seniors and Adults 
entering or continuing 

College or Professional/
Technical School

DEADLINE: FRI, MAY 1
Application forms at 

AndoverBeacon.com/ASC-Scholarship, 
ASC Thrift Shop, 

Andover Elementary -  Middle School,
Proctor Academy, and MVHS

Diane Rice - diane.rice226@gmail.com


