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demands of us. They should inspire each 
of us to become involved as active build-
ers of our community. It is our commu-
nity, and we will only have one, which 
we have earned by the sweat of our com-
bined efforts. Everyone is busy, and ev-
eryone can fi nd excuses. It is your town, 
and what it becomes will be no more than 
what you do to make it the town you want.

Finally, thank you all for being here 
and thereby expressing your sincere 
concern for the well-being of our town 
and our community. It is the fi nest ex-
ample of true participatory democracy 

Old Spike  from page 6 that exists in the world. We come to-
gether to decide as a community, within 
a set of established laws, how our town 
will function for the common good.

It should not be a time squandered 
to promote personal agendas, self-in-
terests, or just complain and fi nd fault 
without being willing to actively con-
tribute by shouldering responsibility. 
It is a unique opportunity to determine 
among ourselves how we want our 
town to be.

With that, I wish you all well and of-
fer my hope that you will all have secu-
rity, prosperity, and good health in the 
coming year. 

Sophie Viandier Resigns 
from Board of Selectmen

It is time that I announce my resignation from my position as Select-
woman.

Last summer I was offered a job in Kenya this June and July to teach 
30+ students in reforestation and water conservation. I have decided to 
accept their offer and will most likely stay on with the organization after 
that.

I love Andover to bits, and I really love being on the Board and vol-
unteering my time around town, but I’m completely beat from trying 
to scrape by fi nancially. I’ve also just been accelerated two years in my 
University and will have to spend much more time doing my schoolwork 
than I have been. (It has already taken me two years to do my fi rst year 
of college.)

It was – and is still – my dream to make Andover the paradisiacal 
community that it should be, but I need more experience and availability. 
I’m working so many odd-jobs that I feel I’m not fully effective but in-
stead half-assing (or eighth-assing) everything just to fulfi ll basic duties.

Thank you all for the support and trust. I am honored to have served 
such an incredible community.

Apologies and thanks,

Sophie Viandier

to make the Transfer Station more ef-
fi cient and cost-effective, and that plan 
will be presented at a later time.

Article 15 passed unanimously.
Article 16: To delegate the duties of 

the Cemetery Trustees to the Board of 
Selectmen.

Duncan Coolidge: The Selectmen 
suggested this idea because we have 
increasing diffi culty fi lling these posi-
tions with people who can fulfi ll the re-
sponsibilities of the position.

Wood Sutton: I see nothing here 
about a sexton you say we need. We’ve 
had trustees for over 20 years, ever 
since I’ve been here. Maybe after to-
day’s ballots are counted we’ll have 
trustees again.

Joanna Sumner: Every time we give 
up the right to choose and to vote, we 
need to be really careful.

Toby Locke: I’d volunteer to help. I 
think we should share the responsibil-
ity.

Marj Roy: We do have a sexton, and 
it’s in the budget for $500. The sexton 
meets with the bereaved and picks out 
the plot.

Toby Locke: If this passes and later 
we don’t like the way it’s working, how 
do we change it?

Duncan Coolidge: You’d just need a 
warrant article to change it back.

Lynn Baker asked for an overview 
of the responsibilities and the diffi cul-
ties fulfi lling them.

Jim Danforth: We’ve been extreme-
ly fortunate to have had Pat Cutter as 
cemetery trustee for so long. [Applause] 
The job requires a lot of experience in 
matching markers to maps, fi nding the 
right site, taking measurements from 
the right marker. The biggest issue is 
learning all that from scratch.

Jim Delaney: My son died this past 
summer, and we found the burial plot 
we’d purchased had been changed to a 
cremation plot. We couldn’t get anyone 
from the Cemetery Trustees to come 
help us when we needed it. Thank God 
for Pat Cutter, because she came out of 
retirement for a little while, did the pa-
perwork and got everything ironed out, 
and my son was interred. But there was 
nobody on the Cemetery Trustees who 
would come forward to do their job.

Vicky Mishcon: Where’s the usual 
$4,000 warrant article for repairing 

stones in the cemeteries?
Jim Danforth: The Cemetery Trust-

ees usually prepare that, and without 
them this year, preparing it slipped 
through the cracks.

Dennis Fenton: I think that the 
smartest thing you could do tonight is 
nothing. You may be creating a bigger 
problem than the one you’ve got. Forget 
this article, and hire a sexton.

Arch Weathers made a motion to 
table Article 16. The motion passed and 
Article 16 was tabled.

Article 17: To extend Hoyt Road 
for construction of a turnaround and 
access to Lot 15-230-100.

Marie Nardino, a resident of Hoyt 
Road: I received a letter in August about 
the turnaround for Town vehicles. This 
article also mentions a new lot. What 
will the use of the new lot be?

Jim Danforth: This is to give the 
Selectmen the option if the owner of 
the buildable lot decides to get permis-
sion and spend the money to extend 
the road. It wouldn’t be Town money. 
The lot is totally unrelated to the turn-
around, which we hope to do this year 
within the existing roadway.

After much further discussion, Ar-
ticle 17 passed. [But wait! Half an hour 
later, it was brought up for reconsidera-
tion. See below.]

Article 18: To extend Emery Road 
to allow a home to be built on Lot 
8-329-127. Article 18 passed with no 
discussion.

Article 19: To accept Johnson Lane 
as laid out between Cilleyville Road 
and Powers Lane for all traffi c, and 
from Powers Lane to Routes 11 and 4 
as a pedestrian way.

Jeff Miller asked if the road would be 
brought up to Town standards and the 
gates removed. Duncan Coolidge: The 
current owners will do both things be-
fore turning the road over to the Town.

Jim Danforth: Johnson Lane will 
connect again to Powers Lane, and 
we’ll get better access to the dry hy-
drant. It will be a pedestrian-only walk-
way from where Johnson Lane turns 
into Powers Lane, through the covered 
bridge, and out to Route 11.

Leighton Terwilliger: What about 
the school buses that are parked there?

Jim Danforth: It will be a horseshoe-
shaped road. The buses are off to the 
side of that horseshoe already. All we’re 
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Vicky Mishcon to Serve until Next Election
With Sophie Viandier’s resignation from the Board of Selectmen, the 

Board needed a third selectman to serve until the vacancy can be fi lled at 
the next Town election in March of 2016. The Board has appointed Vicky 
Mishcon, who served on the Board for six years, from 2008 through 2014.

The Board wishes Sophie the best of luck in her new adventures! 
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