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Sharon and Charlie Darling and Charlotte Clark went to Concord last month 
to visit Grace Stetson and Arlyne French at their homes in Havenwood. In 
this photo, Sharon, Charlotte, and Grace pose with the Beacon in one of 
the common rooms near Grace’s apartment.  Photo: Charlie Darling 

How Arylne French 
Had Her Portrait Painted

A gift for her husband 
during World War II
Arlyne French

It was 1944. My husband Hal was 
on an island in the south Pacifi c helping 
Americans win the war against the Japa-
nese. I lived in Edgewood, just outside 
of Providence, Rhode Island, with my 
mother, her twin sister, and her son, Dick.

We had moved there from Laconia. 
I had tired of my non-defense job with 
John Hancock Insurance. I was the only 
woman in the offi ce and had too much 
quiet time by myself to think and worry 
about my husband in combat. My aunt 
also needed serious uprooting, as she 
had just experienced the sudden death 
of her husband. A new “change of ad-
dress” was needed.

We chose Providence be-
cause an old family friend, from 
elementary school days in New 
Hampshire, lived there with 
her husband, and defense work 
was plentiful. There was a great 
need to feel that we were help-
ing with the war effort, which 
we did by making nozzles for 
the American Navy planes.

During the time my husband 
was away, he was wonder-
ful to fi nd time, in the middle 
of a war, to write letters and 
send gifts. In one of the pack-
ages he sent was an 8″ by 10″ 
colored landscape of Rotorua, 
New Zealand, where he vis-
ited frequently for “R and R.” I 
decided that it needed a frame, 
and I had heard of a frame shop 
located on the second fl oor of 
the old Colonade Building in 
Providence.

While in the shop, I noticed 
a beautiful painting of a young 
woman. I asked the frame shop 
owner if the artist was a local 

Charlotte Clark and Arlyne French pose in Ar-
lyne’s cottage at Havenwood in front of the 
portrait of Arlyne as a young woman. 
 Photo: Charlie Darling 

On March 18, Franklin Mayor Ken Merrifi eld helped at the TRIP Center 
packaging and delivering Meals on Wheels as part of the national May-
ors for Meals day. Meals on Wheels delivers over 125 nutritious meals to 
elderly and disabled people in Franklin, Andover, and surrounding towns. 
Pictured are Meals on Wheels driver Fred Volker, Doris Corliss, Mayor Ken 
Merrifi eld, and driver Susan Sprague. 

Andover A  er School Program, 
April 2015

Pizza packet 
party in May
Diane Adams, AASP director

Attention, families who would like to 
enroll in the Andover After School Pro-
gram (AASP) for 2015-2016 (or even if 

you just want to check us out): We are hav-
ing a pizza packet party on Monday, May 
11, from 5 to 6:30 PM. Come and enjoy 
some pizza and dessert with the AASP 
staff and Board! This will be your oppor-
tunity to re-enroll your child or children in 

Damien Jenifer, Declan Bisson, and Liberty Spaulding are some of the chil-
dren we’ve had on ski Fridays. They’ve enjoyed some advantages that come 
with a smaller group. (In back is Shawna Barton.) 
 Photo and caption: Diane Adams 

See Arlyne  on page 22

See AASP  on page 22

You’ll Love What You 
Get When You Give

Become a volunteer 
    at Franklin 
Regional Hospital

“I live alone and volun-
teering gets me out of 
the house for a while.  
It also gives me a chance 
to meet people, sometimes 
just to chat. I’ve met some 
great people over the years 
thanks to volunteering 
at FRH.”  

 lrgh.org

Many volunteer opportunities are available at various 
LRGHealthcare locations!  Please contact Darcy Peary 
for more information at 737-6720.

Pat – FRH Volunteer


