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Andover Fire Department 
Chooses a New Rescue Truck

A careful, thorough 
process for a complex task
Rene Lefebvre, AFD Chief

A very nice event happened at the 
Andover Fire Station recently. How-
ever, to fully appreciate the magnitude 
and excitement of the day, I must start at 
the beginning.

A committee of fi remen was formed 
last summer to look at our current fi re-
fi ghting equipment and what we would 
need over the short and long term. As 
no one possesses a crystal ball, and ev-
ery fi reman has an opinion, predicting 
future requirements is not easy. But 
they did it.

It was decided to take one fi re truck 
from service and replace the rescue 
truck. For the record, the Chief was not 
on the committee and was strictly an 
outside reference. However, the recom-
mendation was spot-on.

The next step was replacing the res-
cue truck. A rescue truck is a unique 
machine that must fi t the individual 
needs and tools of each community. For 
that reason, the truck must be of a cus-
tom design.

The team plunged full ahead and 
changed their mission task to truck 
committee. There are as many designs 
as there are opinions and, again, every 
fi reman has an opinion. It is my under-
standing that there may have been some 
heated discussions, but that is only 
hearsay.

In the end, a design was agreed upon 
and presented to the Andover Fire Pre-
cinct Commissioners. It was a very nice 
design, by the way.

The next step was Precinct approval 
and funding. That is the job of the com-
missioners and the chief. An unsuccess-
ful vote from the town would end the 
hard work of the committee. No pres-
sure there!

With the support of the Andover 
Budget Committee and the voters of 
the Andover Fire Precinct, the funding 
was approved. We, your fi re fi ghters, 
are very grateful for that support.

A specifi cation list was drawn up, 
and requests for bids were sent out.

Now, the tension builds. Is it pos-
sible to build our truck for the funds we 
have? Are there options we are able to 
afford? Will manufacturers respond to 
our bid request?

Finally, the big day arrives. The bids 
are due, and we will have a bid opening 
and possible awarding of the contract.

The members of the truck commit-
tee were sitting at our large table. All 
other fi remen were sitting respectfully 
on the outer ring. You could cut the ten-
sion with a knife.

Bids were opened, and the informa-
tion from each company was written 
on the white boards. The detailed ques-
tions reveal a clear understanding of 
this complex task.

After a while, the numbers were fi -
nalized, a manufacturer was selected, 
and a contract was awarded. The team 
got the job done! Very well done!

As a chief, watching the sincere in-
terest, concern for detail, and excite-
ment of the fi re fi ghters is incredibly 
rewarding. Please accept my sincere 
thanks. It is a privilege to be one of you.

Fourth of July Adds Bluegrass 
Band; Still Needs Volunteers!

Sign up for space on Village 
Green, parade, or program
Andrew Perkins
Fourth of July Committee

What a winter! At least the snow is 
just about gone now, and we are all en-
joying the great weather.

The 73rd annual Fourth of July Cele-
bration in Andover is approaching very 
fast. There is a lot to do still to get ready. 
Volunteers are still greatly needed to 
help with various tasks.

The applications have been sent out 
for participants in the parade. If you 
have a fl oat, an antique car, a band, fi re 
apparatus, etc. and would like to be a 
parade participant, please contact Irene 
Haley at 455-5656. Some notable par-
ticipants in this year’s parade will be 
the New Hampshire Pipes and Drums, 
Leapin’ Lena, and Captain Morrill, just 
to name a few.

Anyone can participate in the pa-
rade! Remember, the theme this year is 

“Summertime.” Make a fl oat, organize 
a band, do anything you can imagine.

If you would like to be a vendor on 
the Village Green, please contact Doug 
Phelps at Doug.Phelps80@gmail.com. 
One addition so far will be the blue-
grass band Bow Junction.

Ads in the Fourth of July program 
can be sent in now. The ad prices are 
$25 for a business card, $50 for half of 
a page, and $100 for a full page ad. To 
place your business ad in the Fourth 
of July program or to donate money, 
please send them to Irene Jewett, PO 
Box 36, East Andover NH 03231. For 
any questions, call Irene at 735-5271.

The next meeting of the Fourth of 
July Committee will be on Wednesday, 
May 6, at the Andover Fire Station on 
Main Street. The public or people inter-
ested in becoming volunteers can stop 
by and say, “Hi.” If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Chairman Bob 
Ward at 735-5061 or Irene Haley at 455-
5656. 

Call us at 526-6231
Website at marshallsgarage.com

Facility of the Year 
Award Winner

Two Years in a row!

A CUSTOMER SERVICE COMPANY 
THAT HAPPENS TO FIX CARS.

Joan Marie’s 
 in Wilmot

Tanning Bed & Hair Styling
Specializing in Hair Color

Cut & Style Wigs
Unisex for All Ages

The Only Tanning Bed 
in Town!

Reiki II

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

526-2109
M, W, Th, F: 7:30-12:30 & 3-8

Sat: 7:30-12:30

HALCYON 
QUILTING
LONGARM QUILTING 

SERVICES

I would love to help you 
finish your quilt.

Quick turn-around. 
Call for an appointment.

Julia Friedline
 23 Fifth Lane • East Andover

735-4424
HalcyonQuilting@gmail.com

BEACON DEADLINE: THE 15TH!


