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Benne and Dorothy LaPlante’s “new” house as it looked from 1930 to 1940, 
when it was a store and gas station. The left-hand door went into the store; 
the right-hand door went into the kitchen and the main part of the house.

Will there be a fourth 
path in the future?
Rita Norander
Andover Historical Society

My previous article told of the 
Northern Railroad’s arrival in 1847, and 
how the trains jeopardized the lives of 
the Brook Road travelers. Action was 
begun in 1903 to relocate a section of 
the road away from the railroad tracks. 
This move eliminated two of the dan-
gerous crossings, giving the road travel-
ers a safer route to follow.

To make room for the second path, 
the shoulder of Hogback was carved 
back, and the excavated clay became the 
road’s foundation. As a result, this area 
of the road was very unstable. Problems 
occurred during the spring mud season 
and any time there were heavy rains.

This wasn’t too big a problem initial-
ly, when the primary means of transpor-
tation was still the horse-drawn wagon. 
After all, the early travelers were used 
to dealing with muddy roads!

It was another matter, however, dur-
ing the 1920s, as more and more of 
the horse-drawn wagons were being 
replaced by automobiles. Heavy rains 
washed clay from Hogback’s embank-
ment across the roadway. During the 
spring mud season, the road seemed to 
become a bottomless pit. Regular mud 
was diffi cult enough to deal with, but 
wet clay seemed to turn the road to 
grease.

These conditions were very chal-
lenging and annoying to the automo-
biles drivers. Work crews, with teams 
of horses and dump carts, were con-
stantly needed to haul gravel to fi ll the 
numerous ruts and mud holes. Often it 
was necessary for teams of horses to 
pull stranded cars across this trouble-
some area.

In order to rectify these problems, 
work was begun in 1929 to once again 
change the path of the road. To improve 
these conditions, it was decided to build 
a cement highway – the only one ever 
built in town. This road would become 
Route 11 as we know it today.

It closely followed the railroad tracks, 

Route 11 Took Three Paths 
Around Hogback: The Third Path

running parallel to them for some dis-
tance. To make room for the road, an-
other section of Marston Hill was sliced 
away. This excavation included a piece 
of my parents’ southern-most property.

The road then crossed Sucker Brook 
and proceeded around Hogback, on 
about the same route as that taken by 
the second path. The road crossed 
Sucker Brook again, before the start of 
an S-curve. In the middle of this curve, 
the road went over the railroad tracks 
on an elevated bridge.

This was a signifi cant improvement, 
as it eliminated the dangerous Dyer’s 
Crossing. After the curve, the road 
straightened out, and passed through 
land that was originally part of Halcyon 
Hills Farms on Marston Hill.

This third path rejoined the previous 
road in the middle of Morey Hill – or 
about where today’s Hoyt Road sign is 
located. According to Ralph Chaffee’s 
history, the fi rst section of state high-
way in Andover to be given a surface of 
bituminous tar occurred in 1924. It ran 
from Morey Hill westerly through East 
Andover Village.

Thus the completion of this third 
path around Hogback linked these two 
new and improved roads. This was a 
welcome relief for the weary road trav-
elers, who could now easily make their 
way to and from Franklin and East 
Andover!
Keeping Up with the Changes

This latest change in the path of 
Route 11 greatly affected the lives of 
my parents. Married in 1927, and ex-
pecting their fi rst child in the summer 
of 1929, they decided it was time to buy 
a house of their own. In June of 1929, 
they passed papers on the little house 
and barn near the brook.

The property included a store and 
gas station, which my parents thought 
would be a good little side business 
for them. Imagine their surprise, then, 
when shortly after making their pur-
chase they discovered that the road was 
about to be rerouted through their prop-
erty and away from their roadside store 
and fi lling station!

See Route 11  on page 14

HELP!
The Andover Historical 

Society is hoping to fi nd a 
picture of the Mobil garage, 
circa 1950, on Main Street 
that became the Currier and 
Phelps garage. We would like 
to borrow it to scan for use in 
the Society's 2016 calendar.
Please check your old photo 
albums. 

Call Pat Cutter, 735-5628 
if you are successful. We will 
be eternally grateful.

Wanted To Buy:

ANTIQUES
P RO M P T,  CO N F I D E N T I A L P RO M P T,  CO N F I D E N T I A L 
SE RV ICE  - ON E  I T E M  O R SE RV ICE  - ON E  I T E M  O R 

E N T I R E  CO N T E N T SE N T I R E  CO N T E N T S

American primitive country cup-American primitive country cup-
boards, desks, chests, drawer units, boards, desks, chests, drawer units, 

tables, and shelves in original paint tables, and shelves in original paint 
or early surface. Also buying pottery, or early surface. Also buying pottery, 

paintings, paper, cloth, iron, or most paintings, paper, cloth, iron, or most 
anything found around a country or anything found around a country or 

village home in the 1800s.village home in the 1800s.

Kenneth Reid
735-5512

Yiayia's Creations
Greek Meals and Pastries

Place your orders now for

Mothers Day, Graduation Parties, or Weddings

Baklava, Phinikia, Spinach Pie, 
Stuffed Grape Leaves, Greek String Beans, 

Greek Lasagna, Peanut Brittle and much more!
Call Gayle at 603-477-3174
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41 Main Street
New London NH 03257

603-526-2955
www.lakesunapee.net

angeli@tds.net

FANTASTIC DEAL! 
Th is home has been recently 
updated and oozes charm. 
Much of the house has  
been freshly painted, trees 

limbed and much more.

Th e best deal in town!
Andover $169,000


