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Hearings  from page 1

plain ordinance, rules for cell phone 
towers, for small wind energy systems, 
and equitable waivers of dimensional 
requirements.

Basically, though, the ordinance 
has stayed pretty much the same for 
nearly 40 years. It is overdue for some 
updates and some new provisions to re-
fl ect almost half a century of changes in 
Andover and advances in land use plan-
ning law and practice in general.

The proposed amendments would:
1) Substantially revise and update 

the list of permitted and special excep-
tion uses in all zoning districts. This is 
long overdue, as the old list from the 
original zoning ordinance is quite re-
strictive and outdated.

2) Create a new Business District 
along Route 11 between Route 4A and 
Route 4 in the vicinity of Belletetes and 
the Transfer station. One of the signifi -
cant fi ndings from the town-wide sur-
vey done for the 2013 Master Plan is 
that town residents would be in favor 
of locally-owned and operated busi-
ness, with appropriate standards and 
safeguards. Creation of Andover’s fi rst 
business district is a way to do this.

3) Revise the procedures for grant-
ing special exceptions. In 1978, the 
zoning ordinance was amended to al-
low any use in any zoning district by 
special exception. This has worked, af-
ter a fashion, for many years, but it is 
risky as it creates a possibility for any 

use whatever to be allowed anywhere in 
Andover, reviewed and approved only 
by the appointed Zoning Board of Ad-
justment.

If a new, expanded, and updated list 
of permitted and special exception uses 
is adopted, this risky provision will no 
longer be needed.

4) Add provisions for one “accessory 
apartment” to be created as an acces-
sory use at a residential property. This 
would allow an apartment to be cre-
ated for a relative, accessory to a main 
dwelling, and also allow a residential 
property owner to create a small apart-
ment on the property for rental.

5) Adopt a more accurate zoning 
map, updated with the changes from 
proposed amendments above (if they 
are adopted).

6) Revise the land use provisions 
for the residential area of the Ragged 
Mountain Fish and Game Club to be 
more in line with the land use practices 
of the Club. The current Rural Residen-
tial zoning is not a good fi t.

In summary, Andover has an updat-
ed Master Plan as of 2013. Our current 
zoning ordinance, which has served 
Andover well for nearly 40 years, needs 
to be updated to refl ect two generations 
of change, including changes in the 
town itself, changes in state law, and 
advances in land use planning.

The Planning Board would like to 
know your ideas and opinions in order 
to draft proposed changes that will best 
serve Andover. 

tion under the fl oor, and burrowed under 
the building and even under the area in 
front of the building. The walls are full 
of rat excrement, which turns to dust and 
is a huge health hazard to those who in-
hale it for extended periods of time.

Trailer  from page 1 Of course, the Town must keep its 
employees and the general public safe, 
so, as an interim measure, the new of-
fi ce trailer was put in place and use of 
the old building was discontinued.

This is a temporary solution. The 
Board of Selectmen will be reviewing 
more permanent options. 

The fi re had spread to the woods, ulti-
mately involving about two and a half 
acres. Worse, because of the persistent 
dryness this spring, the fi re was burn-
ing deep into the ground – up to 10″ 
deep in many places.

It was a long night, with the Andover 
team joined by fi re departments from 
Franklin, Danbury, Wilmot, Salisbury, 
Tilton/Northfi eld, and Hill by the time 
the fi re was contained and extinguished. 
There was also equipment and hose pro-
vided by the state Division of Forests 
and Lands. And Dave Pilla, Proctor’s 
Woodlands Manager, was a valuable 
asset, guiding the fi re fi ghters through 
the woods he knows so well and, with a 
sawyer crew, felling burning trees into 
the fi re to keep them from falling out-
ward and spreading the blaze.

Getting back and forth to the fi re 
scene was a big problem, as the fi rst-

Fire  from page 1 quarter moon provided little illumina-
tion and soon set. But with a quick text 
message, dozens of glow-sticks were lo-
cated on the Proctor campus and pressed 
into service as a trail of glowing blazes 
leading fi re fi ghters to and from the fi re 
scene. “These should be part of our stan-
dard equipment for nighttime fi res,” said 
John Kinney, chief of Andover’s Emer-
gency Medical Service and source of the 
inspiration for lighting the trail.

It was a bad night to have a fi re, as 
there were a number of other structure 
fi res and woods fi res within our mutual 
aid area that tied up resources that oth-
erwise might have been thrown at the 
Andover fi re. But by mid-day on Mon-
day, Memorial Day, the fi re was out and 
the long monitoring operation was be-
ginning. “Because of the dryness, this 
fi re burned so deep that we’ll be moni-
toring the site for days,” said Rene. Dave 
Pilla and his Proctor woods crew will 
play a key role in that monitoring. 

Andover High School 
Reunion on July 11

Judy Perreault, AHS ’53
School days, school days, 
Dear old Golden Rule days…
It’s hard to forget them when they 

played such an important part of our 
lives. They were a long time ago, but 
patterns established there have shaped 
and guided our lives. 

Learning didn’t cease when we 
graduated; it just took a different form. 
How many times have we said, “I wish I 
knew then what I know now.” Andover 
High was a small school, but when 
tossed into a bigger pool, our students 
excelled.

We were also good at writing poetry. 
This year it seems like we went right 
from winter to summer and somehow 
lost a season, so Beverly Rivers’ poem 
from 1953 is a little reminder of what 

we missed:
Spring
Deep in the Canadian Rockies, the 

brooks go running past,
While on the plains, cowboys are 

riding hard and fast.
The lakes were rough and blue, the 

trees were tall and green,
The fl owers were covered with dew. 

It’s really a beautiful scene.
Join us at the reunion, and we can 

discuss where we have been and what 
we have done, catch up with friends, 
and enjoy some good food. Time: Sat-
urday, July 11. Place: Ordway Recre-
ational Area in South Danbury. Bring a 
chair, drink, food to share, and pictures.

It would be interesting to see some 
wedding albums. I bet many of our high 
school friends are featured. 

 BLACK FOREST NURSERY
 4 ACRES! BIGGEST AND BEST SELECTION!
 130 VARIETY OF HOSTA…$2.99 UP

 6,000 Quart Perennials & Herbs... 4 or more... $3.50

 Lovely Hanging Baskets... $19.99 up  -  26 Types Peony

 Proven Winners...$3.99   -   6-pk. Annuals...$2.75

 130 Types Hosta..$2.99 up  - 800  Rose Bushes

 22 Types Lilacs…  Also Dark Purple & Rebloomers

 Blue Hydrangeas $24.99 up  -  24 Types Blueberry

 We Deliver & Install  -  36 Types Fruit Trees $34.99

 1153690

 Open 7 Days  8-7  Rtes. 3 & 4,  Boscawen  Exit 17 off I-93   796-2756  GIFT CERTIFICATES

 Join our E-mail Club for Sales, Coupons & Information

 www. B lack F orest N ursery.com

Charming Village Colonial
• Nice Yard, Good Privacy
• Convenient to Wilmot Community Center, 

Tannery Pond, the Bandstand, and Rte. 11
• Roomy Home with 3 BRs, 1.5 BA
• Family Room and Separate Den 
• Great Wrap-around Porch
• Attached Barn with Workshop/Offi  ce Above

www.NHVillageColonial.com 

24 Monument Place, Wilmot $158,000

Milestone 
Real Estate 224 Main Street, P.O. Box 67 • New London, NH 03257

www.cbmilestone.com info@cbmilestone.com
603-526-4116

Spectacular Setting On 55+ Acres!
• Custom contemporary cape with open spaces 

overlooking a marsh & year-round Kimpton 
Brook 

• Minutes from New London, midway between 
Hanover & Concord

• Central air and whole house propane generator
• Detached, oversized, heated garage/offi  ce/

workshop 
• All on your own nature retreat! 
• Land in current use

538 Rte. 4A, Wilmont $500,000

Our clients know why we’re…
The Best Team in Town!


