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Andover Energy Group: 
Protect Incentive Program

Renewable energy 
progress at risk

At their regular monthly meeting on 
May 7, members of the Andover En-
ergy Group in attendance signed and 
sent the following letter to State Senator 
Andrew Hosmer.

Dear Senator Hosmer:
We are concerned about the budget 

proposed by the New Hampshire House 
of Representatives. Specifi cally, we are 
appalled by the attempt to divert $51 
million from the “dedicated” renewable 
energy incentive program to fi ll gaps in 
the 2015 general budget.

At a time when state residents are be-
ginning to make signifi cant progress in 
becoming more energy-independent by 
installing solar hot water systems, mak-
ing their homes more effi cient through 
air sealing and insulation, adding pho-
tovoltaic (PV) panels to their roofs, and 
upgrading heating/cooling systems, 
it makes no sense to abruptly end the 
incentives that were put in place by the 
legislative process that were designed 
to help the state become less dependent 

on imported oil, coal, gas, and electric 
power. Of course this benefi t goes hand 
in hand with reducing carbon emissions 
while creating local jobs for installers, 
technicians, and sales people.

For example, our group has recently 
helped coordinate an initiative that re-
sulted in doubling of the amount of 
electricity produced by PV panels in 
our town. This effort was facilitated by 
the Vital Communities organization in 
the Upper Valley. The New Hampshire 
renewable energy incentives served as a 
key element for the residents in Andover 
as well as in several other communities 
who also took part in this initiative.

We urge you and your fellow state 
senators to support the governor’s bud-
get proposal that leaves the renewable 
energy incentive program fully funded 
in the next budget cycle.

Respectfully,
Larry Chase  Vicky Mishcon
Susan Chase Janet Moore
Gisela Darling Andy Prokosch
Steve Darling Nancy Teach
Members of the Andover Energy Group

Mario Ratzki Reports 
from Concord: May 2015

Ratzki forms coalition against 
shifting costs to towns
Mario Ratzki
NH State Representative

The best news coming out of Con-
cord was the Governor’s recognition 
of Ms. Grace Anderson of Salisbury 
for her 37 years of volunteer work 
with the elderly. Ms Anderson was the 
Merrimack County recipient for the 
Vaughan Award.

While I, as State Representative, 
nominated her, credit should go to 
Larry Chase for his interviews with Ms 
Anderson and the staff at Franklin Re-
gional Hospital. He then wrote the win-
ning essay which resulted in Ms Ander-
son being selected for the award. Thank 
you, Larry, and congratulations to Ms 
Anderson.

The House has been voting on Sen-
ate bills for the last few sessions. SB 
113, the two casinos bill, came out of 
Ways and Means with 11 to 10 recom-
mendation to pass, but it failed on the 
House fl oor by a surprising 223 to 141.

On the other hand, SB 116, repealing 
license requirements for carrying con-
cealed weapons, won handily by a par-
tisan vote of 212 to 150. This bill would 
basically make it okay for anyone to 
have weapons without any permit and 
background checks. The Governor has 
promised to veto this bill.

SB 105, relative to child resistant 
packaging for tobacco products, failed 
on a vote of 210 to 143.

SB 40, which would give an eight-
weeks fetus the same recognition as 
a person in case of criminal offenses 

which could result in a miscarriage, 
passed 193 to 159.

SB 106, restricting the sale or posses-
sion of synthetic drugs, sailed through 
on a vote of 233 to 120.

SB 30, permitting counties with 
unincorporated areas to establish tax 
fi nancing districts, was designed to al-
low the Balsams Resort owners to get 
state guarantees for the borrowing of 
$30 million to fi nish this project in the 
North Country. The State does not lend 
the money to the Balsams owners, but 
it could be liable if the Balsams owners 
default. This fl ew through the House on 
a vote of 293 to 57.

We are still waiting for the Senate 
to send their version of the budget to 
the House. It is worth noting that the 
Senate Finance committee restored 
full fl ood control payments to affected 
towns, including Salisbury. Chair Sena-
tor Forrester and our own Senator An-
drew Hosmer, as well as the other four 
members of the committee, deserve our 
thanks.

I have started a Coalition of Legisla-
tors Against Downshifting (CLAD) in 
the House. We had the New Hampshire 
Municipal Association come and give a 
talk about the effect of the state down-
shifting costs to towns and municipali-
ties and the resulting hike in local prop-
erty taxes to make up the difference. I 
hope to have Mayor Loseau of Nashua 
speak at the next CLAD meeting on 
Wednesday, June 3, our next session day.

Tick and black fl y season is in full 
swing. Cover yourselves when outdoors.

I am always available at 735-5440 or 
at MarioRatzki@gmail.com. 
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FANTASTIC DEAL! 
Th is home has been recently updated and oozes charm. Much of 
the house has  been freshly painted, trees limbed and much more.

Andover $169,000

THE BEST 
DEAL IN 
TOWN!

Bubba’s Bar and Grille
976 Route 103

Newbury, NH 03255

(603) 763-3290
www.bubbasbarandgrille.com

Pasta, Gourmet Pizzas, Seafood, Burgers, 
Great Salads, and so much more!

FreshFresh

lobster
lobster

daily!
daily!


