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Barn Project at Highland 
Lake Inn Nears Completion

Transforming into 
a premier event venue
Charlie Darling, Beacon staff

Pecco and Gail Beaufays, owners of 
the Highland Lake Inn on Maple Street 
in East Andover, are nearing the end 
of the long process of transforming the 
180-year-old barn at the Inn from a fail-
ing historic structure in danger of col-
lapse into a premier venue for high-end 
weddings, family reunions, and corpo-
rate events.

When they bought the Inn nine 

years ago, they did so with their eyes 
wide open: the barn was known to 
have serious structural issues. When 
the time was right to deal with those 
issues, Pecco and Gail talked to many 
area contractors about what problems 
they saw and how they would go about 
correcting them. Ultimately, they chose 
Dana Stockman of Moonlit Meadows 

Farm in North Sutton as the man with 
the craftsmanship, vision, and expertise 
to take on the project.

The fi rst order of business was 
to make the structure safe for its in-
tended new use. To that end, one long 
foundation wall built in the 1960s of 
cinder blocks was exposed, straight-
ened, and the hollow cores fi lled with 
concrete. Four concrete buttresses 
were added on the inside in the barn’s 
basement to keep the wall straight 
and strong.

To support the main fl oor of the barn 
better, each supporting post in 
the barn’s basement was given 
a four-foot by four-foot by four-
foot concrete pad to stand on, 
and knee braces were added 
to provide additional support 
to the ties and girts that meet 
at each post. A thick concrete 
fl oor was added in the base-
ment to tie everything together 
and control the moisture.

In the main part of the 
barn, knee braces were added 
throughout, as were new win-
dows. Heavy new barn doors 
were built, and a fl oor was 
added over the right-hand bays 
to create a balcony overlooking 
the main aisle and the left-hand 
bays.

With the structure secured, 
Pecco and Gail’s attention 
turned to adding elegance and 
functionality to the space. A 
dry bar now graces the bal-
cony, and many small chande-
liers now light up the cavernous 
space.

But the piece de resistance 
will come from a workshop 
across town: Don Cline is work-

ing on a very large stained glass win-
dow, made with the glass from two old 
windows that were part of the property, 
that will become the transom above the 
huge barn doors.

Once the fi nishing touches are in 
place, Pecco and Gail plan to welcome 
about 10 weekend-long events to the 
Inn and its new barn throughout each 
summer season. The events will be 
managed entirely by two area event-
planning companies, which will in turn 
arrange for local catering.

And for the safety of his guests, 
Pecco is insisting that a member of the 
Andover Fire Department be paid by 
the event planners to be on duty during 
each event. 

The restoration of the huge barn at the 
Highland Lake Inn on Maple Street is near-
ly complete. The space, along with the Inn 
itself, is planned to become a venue for 
about 10 high-end weddings, family re-
unions, or corporate events each summer. 
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32 Cilleyville Road, Andover
Tel.: 748-8451

Specializing in ice 
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Aluminum Storm Windows
Replacement Windows
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Screen or Glass
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Monthly Long TermMonthly - Long Term
On-Site Storage Available

“ ”
TOO GOOD NOT TO REPEAT

“You make a living 
by what you get. 

You make a life 
by what you give.”

- Winston Churchill


