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The Center Road: One of Four Old Routes to Franklin
North of Webster Lake 
and over Hogback
Rita Norander
Andover Historical Society

The old Center Road was built about 
250 years ago and played an important 
role in the settlement and development 
of Andover. This road is on the north-
ern side of Sucker Brook and Hogback 
and more or less runs parallel to Route 
11 in the area near our house. Today we 
know part of this road as Hoyt Road, 
and it dead-ends at the top of the hill. 
But like so many roads in town, this 
was not always the case.

Prior to its incorporation as the 
Town of Andover in 1779 (known pre-
viously as Brownstown, Emerystown, 
and New Breton), and up until 1828, the 
town’s total land area was much larger 
than today. Its eastern boundary ex-
tended all the way to the Pemigewasset 
River. Thus, most of present-day West 
Franklin was once a part of Andover – 
including Chance Pond (now known as 
Webster Lake).

In 1828, the Town of Andover was 
ordered by an Act of the General Court 
to give up eight square miles of its ter-
ritory. This land, when combined with 
parcels from Salisbury, Northfi eld, and 
Sanbornton, would form the new town 
of Franklin. About 50 families who had 
settled along the Pemigewasset River 
and Chance Pond in Andover were now 
suddenly residing in Franklin!
Building Center Road

According to John Eastman’s “His-
tory of Andover,” the proprietors of this 
early territory arranged for the building 
of a road through their land in order to 
encourage settlement. The fi rst road 
built followed the western banks of the 
Pemigewasset and Merrimack Rivers, 
in a northerly direction from Steven-
stown (later called Salisbury). The road 
was cut through by Colonel Blanchard 
in 1754 and was cleared of bushes in the 
summer of 1762.

The road has been known by various 
names, including the Military Road, the 
Plymouth Road, and the Coos Road. 
Today, it is commonly referred to as 
Route 3A, the River Road, or the Hill 

Road. I was surprised to see it marked 
as the Pemigewasset Valley Road in my 
2003 atlas.

Even before the above road was 
completed, plans were being made to 
cut and clear a road from this area of the 
Pemigewasset River over to Loon Pond 
(now known as Highland Lake). The 
road went around the northern end of 
Chance Pond (Webster Lake) for about 
two and a half miles. Next, it climbed 
up and over the back side of Hogback, 
which was referred to as the Great Hill.

The road then went down the hill 
to what later became known as Dyers 
Crossing. From there it continued on to 
the village of East Andover, following 
a route similar to the one later taken by 
the railroad (closer to the brook than to-
day’s Route 11).

This road became known as the 
Center Road and ran in the same gen-
eral area as today’s Lake Shore Drive 
(from Route 3A) and Apple Farm Road 
in Franklin, and to Hoyt Road in East 
Andover.

It’s easy to see how the Center Road 
was named: look at an early map of the 
land area which would later become 
Andover. This early road ran east and 
west near the geographical “center” line 
of the territory as defi ned at that time.

After 1828, and as other roads were 
built, the Center Road became the north-
ern-most road of four possible routes be-
tween East Andover and Franklin. The 
others were the Brook Road, Marston 
Hill Road, and Flaghole Road.
Modern Times

The everyday use of the Center Road 
declined a great deal after the comple-
tion of the Brook Road in 1824. Even 
though the newer road had its problems, 
its route was shorter, more direct, and 
less challenging than the old road.

The Center Road’s biggest handicap 
was its steepness, which made it diffi -
cult to maintain. As more and more au-
tomobiles replaced the horse and buggy, 
the Center Road was used less and less.

This map is from John Eastman’s 1910 history of Andover. It shows how 
most of present-day West Franklin was a part of Andover prior to 1828. Sur-
prisingly, the map shows the railroad, which didn’t go through until 1847. 
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HUGE Annual Yard Sale
Sat., July 4th 8-1:00

Tons of treasures, vintage comics, 
fabric, and “Make an Offer” Saddle & 

Tack Tent Sale!! 

ANDOVER… THE place to be

For tons of July 4th fun!

Pancake Road & Route 11 Tues - Sat, 10 to 5 • Sun, 1 to 5
Andover NH • 735-4100 TackRoomCQ@hotmail.com

TACK ROOM
CONSIGNMENT TACK

Supporting NH Horse Rescue

Check TackRoomCQ.com 
for Consignment Info

Wanted To Buy:

ANTIQUES
P RO M P T,  CO N F I D E N T I A L P RO M P T,  CO N F I D E N T I A L 
SE RV ICE  - ON E  I T E M  O R SE RV ICE  - ON E  I T E M  O R 

E N T I R E  CO N T E N T SE N T I R E  CO N T E N T S

American primitive country cup-American primitive country cup-
boards, desks, chests, drawer units, boards, desks, chests, drawer units, 

tables, and shelves in original paint tables, and shelves in original paint 
or early surface. Also buying pottery, or early surface. Also buying pottery, 

paintings, paper, cloth, iron, or most paintings, paper, cloth, iron, or most 
anything found around a country or anything found around a country or 

village home in the 1800s.village home in the 1800s.

Kenneth Reid
735-5512


